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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

Student Achievement

I congratulate Chrissy Fitzmaurice (Year 12, Andrew House) for having been shortlisted 
for the VCE Season of Excellence - Top Arts Exhibition. In addition to the students 
acknowledged last week, this is an excellent acknowledgement of the talent and skills of 
all shortlisted applicants. Final selection for the Season of Excellence will occur over the 
next few weeks so we will not find out of the outcome until early in the 2018 school year. 

Year 7 2018 Parent Information Evening

The Year 7 Parent Information Evening was a fabulous night. A large number of very excited 
and somewhat nervous parents and guardians were in attendance. The feedback on the 
evening was overwhelmingly positive. I take this opportunity to congratulate the Junior 
School Team and all of the presenters on the night. In particular, I wish to acknowledge 
the hard work and support of the Education Support Staff in ensuring the success of the 
evening. We look forward to working closely with all Year 7 families in 2018 and onwards. 

Symphonic Band Tour to Japan

On Saturday, 2 December the Eltham High School Symphonic Band set off for Japan. 
Fifty-seven students and six staff are on tour through Tokyo, Nagano, Kobe, Kyoto and 
Osaka with a number of performances planned for the Band throughout the tour. The 
group are currently in Kyoto and will return home on Saturday 16 December. 

This trip is a wonderful experience for the students and the staff. Last Wednesday a 
farewell concert was held at school showcasing the talent and expertise of the departing 
group. We look forward to hear about their experiences in the final newsletter once they 
have returned.

Drama Performances 

Tuesday last week saw the premieres of two new and original plays performed by two of 
the school’s touring theater companies, Scrambled Prince and Scrambled X. Scrambled 
Prince presented Euripedes’ Alcestis, a tale of death and mystery rendered darkly comic 
by the Scrambled Prince interpretation. A highlight was the music, and in particular the 
performance of some songs in the Irish language. Scrambled X, a cast of year 9 girls 
presented Gretel, a play devised by the cast, and largely written by cast member Clare 
Steele (Year 9, Rutter House) who also wrote the music and lyrics to some amazing 
songs. This play stunned the audience with its energy, artistry and articulation of its 
feminist themes. Both plays will have seasons in the Adelaide Fringe Festival in February, 
and Gretel has been accepted into the prestigous Anywhere Festival in Brisbane in May.

The junior Drama Ensemble’s production, Captain Waldo’s Magic Caberet of the Suburban 
Soul is an outstanding example of creativity, teamwork and commitment to excellence. 
The young cast of year 7 and 8 students have worked together to present a highly 
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entertaining, thought provoking and joyful theatrical performance. Their energy, commitment 
and sense of fun is palpable, and audiences have loved the performances to date. There are 
two further shows on Wednesday 6 and Thursday 7 December at 7.00pm in the Performance 
space. Tickets are available at the door.

Thank You to Our Volunteers

On Wednesday evening a thank you supper will be held at school for families and  staff that 
have volunteered in a range of capacities around the school. We would like to acknowledge 
the support of those members of the community that take the time to support the school in 
a range of ways, including canteen support, Grounds Committee membership, Friends of 
Music and the Scrambled Parents Drama support. Your contributions are always appreciated.

Year 9 Work Experience

Year 9 Work Experience began this week and staff are currently visiting students in the 
workplace. Feedback so far has been very positive. For most students the Work Experience 
Program is one week long, but for some a two week placement has been organised. There 
are also some students that are involved in the National Volleyball Competition this week and 
therefore will undertake their work experience placement next week, which will take them 
right through until the end of the school year. With the exception of this small number of 
students, the remainder of the Year 9 students are expected to be at school during next 
week and therefore classes will be running as normal. I ask all Year 9 parents for your support 
in ensuring that your child attends school up until the last day. I take this opportunity to 
acknowledge the work of our Careers/Pathways Co-ordinator, Mr Ross Pringle and to thank 
him for his support of our students with this Program.

Year 11 Headstart Program

Year 10 classes finish on Friday, 8 December, with the Year 11 Headstart Program 
commencing on Monday, 11 December. All students in Year 11 in 2018 must must attend this 
program which is the formal commencement of their Year 11 VCE studies.

FRAN MULLINS, Assistant Principal

FOCUS ON SCHOOL POLICIES

Teaching and Learning 

The Teaching and Learning policy sets out Eltham High School’s vision for teaching and 
learning and highlights the importance of a range of related policies that guide our work in 
this area.

Our approach to teaching and learning is defined within the three areas of approaches to 
teaching, Attitudes for Learning and Expectations for Learning. This policy details the way 
these three areas are interconnected and applies to all students and staff within the Eltham 
High School community.

As a school community we are committed to the School Values and Deeds that Count of 
Pursuit of Excellence, Integrity, Social and Environmental Responsibility, Respect for Diversity 
and Creativity. As a school we acknowledge the importance of setting high expectations 
and taking a consistent approach to pursuing these values in all aspects of our students’ 
education. By highlighting them we also emphasise the importance of the role of students in 
their own learning. 

At Eltham High School we will adopt consistent teaching protocols, consistent learning 
protocols and place high expectations on all students so that student behaviour, confidence, 
engagement and learning will be enhanced. 

TIM NATOLI, Assistant Principal 

MIDDLE SCHOOL

End of Year Arrangements for Year 8 and 9 Classes

Year 8:

            • Normal timetable runs until Friday, 15 December 
            • End of year program Monday, 18 December - Wednesday 20 December
            • Lockers must be empty and locks removed by Wednesday, 20 December 
            • Year 7/8 Picnic and final assembly Thursday, 21 December, 2.30pm dismissal

DECEMBER 2017

• Year 10 classes resume 04 - 08 Dec

Tue 04 - Thu 07
• Drama Ensemble:  Captain Waldof’s 
Cabaret of the Suburban Soul - 7pm

Wed 06
• Volunteer Helper Thankyou Cocktail 
Evening 7pm

Fri 08
• Last Day of Year 10 Classes before 
Headstart Program

Mon 11 
• Year 9 Work Experience 4 - 8 Dec
• Year 10 into Year 11 in 2018 Headstart 
Program

Tue 12
• Year 7 2018 Orientation Day

Wed 20
• School Council Meeting 7pm

Thu 21 
• Year 7 and 8 Last Day of Classes
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Year 9:

             • Work Experience (all year 9 students) Monday, 4 December - Friday, 8 December 
             • Normal timetable runs until Friday, 15 December 
             • Lockers must be empty, and locks removed by Friday, 15 December

Year 9 Electives and Booklists

Year 9 electives will be published this week (via email to students). Please be aware that 
the only Year 9 elective subjects that require a text book are French and Indonesian. All 
students who requested a langauge have been placed in those classes. This means that 
booklists can be submitted/ processed before elective subjects are announced. 

Year 8 Surf Camp 2018

Please check your email and Compass Newsfeed for preliminary information regarding 
the Year 8 Surf Camps in March next year. 

ROSS MCKINNON, Middle School Leader

ART

VCE Season of Excellence

We would like to announce that we have four students who have been shortlisted for 
the VCE Season of Excellence (2018) for their outstanding folio work in the Arts and 
Technology areas:

Congratulations to Lidia Byrne (Year 12, Andrew House) and Chrissy Fitzmaurice (Year 
12, Andrew House) who have been shortlisted for Top Arts; and Renee Becker (Year 12, 
Andrew House) in Top Designs for her Technology Textiles folio; and Ben King (Year 12, 
Everard House) in Top Design for his Technology  - Wood folio

Top Arts is an annual exhibition held at the National Gallery of Victoria. It presents 
exceptional work from students who have completed Art or Studio Arts as part of the 
Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) and celebrates the outstanding achievements 
of some of Victoria’s most gifted young artists. Over 2000 students submitted their 
application two months ago. Lidia and Chrissy are two of the approximately 120 students 
shortlisted. They submitted their work to the NGV on Monday and will find out in late 
January whether their work has been chosen for the 2018 Top Arts Exhibition. 

Excerpts from their artists’ statement reveal Lidia’s and Chrissy’s artistic intentions and 
show the criticality involved in creating such extraordinary works.

We wish them best of luck in the final stage of the selection process.

‘Lawn’ by Lidia Byrne

“I began the unit by exploring suburbia and gardening as a modern day representation 
of mans relationship with nature. The garden and the lawn has so often become a 
symbol of status and social ranking and as such, I wanted to question whether our 
proclaimed regard for nature is really one derived of a true affection or merely an 
egocentric aspiration. In only painting older men in rather unflattering attire and 
positions, I wanted to strip the power and sophistication associated with the older 
man, to relay one more effete and dull. In coupling the hoses of lawns with men, it 
become somewhat of a phallic symbol, furthering a commentary on masculinity in 
its imperious mentality, and alluding to an animistic means of territorial assertion.” 
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‘Deer Skull Mandala’  by Chrissy Fitzmaurice

“This artwork conveys the energetic connection of the life force of all beings.  The 
work explores the metaphysical using the traditional patterns of Mandalas and 
sacred geometry created from symbolically potent natural matter - trees, skulls and 
antlers. The dominant image in the mandalas is created from photographs of an 
infant deer’s skull.  The deer did not get a chance to fully connect with life-force – 
I’m hoping to honor it in this work. The artwork, photo edited images with complex 
sacred symmetries, aim to draw the viewer in, experiencing the beauty of the pattern 
while slowly encountering the disturbance of the symbolism of the skulls.   

All source material, including the deer, was found on meditation walks and are 
personal to me. I have felt their resonance and connected with them during my 
journey. I respectfully removed the animals’ organs and fur and I carved the bones 
for the piece. The antlers come from my family’s collection and were found during 
my lifetime. These personal encounter aspects connect this work strongly to my life, 
but intend to further create connections between all living things that possess a life 
force. 

Initially, I constructed the compositions in the flesh. This was a performative, intuitive 
process. Through touching and feeling each entity and seeing the connections 
emerge. I then used Photoshop and created the sacred geometries through digital 

manipulations.”

Art Department Camera Donation Request

The Art Department is currently looking for manual cameras to be used for teaching 
traditional photography and darkroom processes. Donations welcome.

UTE LEiNER, Arts KLA Coordinator

DRAMA

End of year Junior Drama Play – Captain Waldo’s Magic Cabaret of the 
Suburban Soul

Tuesday 5 December, Wednesday 6 December and Thursday 7 December.

All shows will commence at 7.00pm in the Performance Centre. 

Book Now! Tickets are on sale now through Trybooking (see links below)

https://www.trybooking.com/SQKX

https://www.trybooking.com/327467
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Drama 
When: Wednesday (Junior) 
Thursday (Senior) 
Location: 111 Drama Space 
Time: 3.20pm – 5.00pm 
George Franklin 
Drama Teacher

Scrambled Prince Workshops 
When: Tuesday  
Location: 111 Drama Space 
Time: 3.20pm – 6.00pm 
George Franklin 
Drama Teacher

Interschool Debating Team 
When: Monday Lunchtime 
Location: Room 301 
Adaline Tallarida 
Debating Coordinator

PRISIM 
(People - Respecting - Indvidual’s - 
Sexuality - Identity - Movement) 
When: Thursday Lunchtime 
Location: Student Services 
Louise Heathcote 
Student Services Leader

Tournament of Minds 
(Year 7 - 10) 
When: Tuesday Lunchtime 
Location: Room 154 
Loren Clarke & Naomi Edrees 
Tournament of Minds Coordinators

Eltham High School Environment Group 
When: Wednesday Lunchtime
Location: Room 154  
April Butterworth (Year 12)

Pottery Club  
When: Friday Lunchtime 
Location: Room 602 
Donna Ayres 
Technology Teacher

Language Conversation Club 
When: Friday Lunchtime 
Indonesian Club: Room 610 
French Club: Room 612  
Catherine Considine 
Languages KLA Coordinator

ELTHAM HS CLUBS
WHY NOT GET INVOLVED!

“How bad can your day get? For Bob Smith pretty bad; he loses his job and then his wife 
kicks him out. But that is pretty positive compared to the next day, when he discovers 
that his wife has married his former boss and that he has lost the children to the new 
couple: “It’s a hostile takeover, Smith!”. He is also robbed by children, pestered by 
salesman, confused by religion, kidnapped by ninjas, threatened by lawyers and forced 
to commit a crime in order to save the world and rescue his daughter from a maximum 
security charm school. Will everything turn out alright in the end? Almost certainly 
not, but there is plenty of entertainment, two minute noodles and self-replicating Elvis 
Presley to keep you entertained as Bob battles on through Captain Waldo’s Magic 
Cabaret of the Suburban Soul.”

GEORGE FRANKLIN, After School Drama Coordinator 

MUSIC
 
Second Hand Instrument Register

If you are considering selling your instrument, we will be running a second hand 
instrument register. The second hand instrument register process is open now and will 
close on Wednesday, 7 February 2018.  It costs $10.00 to place your instrument on the 
register.  Please contact Jane in the Music Office and she will arrange for the appropriate 
instrumental teacher to assess the instrument and advise of any repairs that need to be 
undertaken and its second hand value.  All instruments must be serviced before they can 
be placed on the register.  Please bring the instruments in for assessment during Term 4, 
2017 along with the $10.00 registration fee. 

Absence from Rehearsals 

Could all parents/guardians please ensure their child’s absence from a rehearsal is 
approved via the Compass Parent Portal. Please note if you approve a full day absence 
this will usually not include the ensemble rehearsal time. You will need to approve this 
separately. You can retrospectively approve absences.

RICK PLUMMER, Director of Music

IT DEPARTMENT

JB HiFi Purchase Portal for Laptops

The JB HiFi purchase portal is now open for 2018.

Students who are currently using the Surface Pro 3 should strongly consider replacing 
their laptops – especially if batteries are no longer last a school day. 

In addition, from 2018 onwards Surface Pro 3 laptops will no longer be under warranty, nor 
will they be insured. This means that the school will not be able assist with any hardware 
issues for this model. 

If you are unsure about the viability of your existing laptop, our technical staff can provide 
advice and diagnostic testing 

Laptops purchased prior to 30 December will be ready for use on the first student day of 
2018.   The website is:

http://www.jbeducation.com.au/byod

and enter ‘ehs2018’ for the password. 

The Eltham High School laptop program is consistent with our priority of enabling 
students to both individually, and with their peers, to use technology safely, insightfully, 
fluently and efficiently in order to connect, collaborate and create within and out of the 
classroom in line with 21st Century learning.  With this approach we aim for our students to 
experience lifelong learning in a variety of digital environments and communities drawing 
on a range of adaptable and evolving technology skills.

Should you have any queries please contact ICT/eLearning Leader Luke Herring at

her@elthamhs.vic.edu.au.
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PARENT
INFORMATION

2017
TERM 4:

Starts Monday, 09 October

 
Finishes Date is dependent on student  
 year level

Laptop Repairs

If you see that your child’s computer is damaged, ask if they have a Microsoft form to have 
it repaired. If not, ask them to follow up with the IT technicians to begin the repair process. 
A damaged computer needs to be seen to as soon as soon as possible.

IT industry protocols will prevent any further repairs or maintenance being carried out 
on machines with damaged screens, so it is vital that damaged screens are repaired to 
prevent longer delays in computers being repaired.  Once the form has been returned the 
computer should be repaired and returned within a week.

Failure to act on computer damage as it arises could see insurance or warranties run out, 
leaving families with hefty repair bills.

LUKE HERRING, eLearning/ICT Leader

MATHEMATICS
 
Discount Calculator Sales for VCE Maths, Year 10 Maths Extension and Year 10 
Core Maths 2018

The Organiser and Calculator King are making the required calculator for Year 10 Maths 
Extension, Year 10 Core Maths, and all Year 11 and 12 VCE Maths courses available to 
students at a discounted price. 

This calculator is essential for VCE General Maths, Further Maths, Maths Methods, Specialist 
Maths, and Year 10 Maths Extension. It is also highly recommended for students in Year 10 
Core Maths, unless they are intending to take no Maths subjects in Year 11.

Required calculator: TI-Nspire CX CAS

Cost: $209 (includes padded wallet and shipping)

Calculators may be ordered and paid online, and will be delivered to your chosen address. 

SCIENCE
 
The 6th BrainSTEM Innovation Challenge:  Enter NOW!

Program Requirements and Student Selection:
• Each school participates with a team of 4 students from years 9 – 10
• Higher representation of girls is encouraged
• The program aims to include students who are interested in STEM but not necessarily 

certain about pursuing a future career in a STEM discipline
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ROSTER FOR DECEMBER 2017

Mon 04
• vincenza Cowell
• Kathy Watters
• Jodie Hamilton

Tue 05
• Ian Pritchard
• Kim Watson

Wed 06
• Zena Nicholson
• Mandy Abbott

Thur 07
• Steven Stone
• David Love-Price

Fri 08
• Janine Kerwood
• Christine Makridis
• Tracy Simpson

Mon 11
• Susie Larsson
• Markia Smith

Tue 12
• Lisa Terry
• Debbie Theobald

If you would like to volunteer for 
our canteen please send your email 
address and availabilities to; 
frm@elthamhs.vic.edu.au

CANTEEN
ROSTER & MENU

• Participating students will be required to travel to the university that their mentor is 
based at to work on their innovation project

• There are typically 4 – 8 meetings between STEM mentors and school teams over the 
12 week program

• These will need to be organised directly between mentors and teams, student teams 
will also need to be accompanied by a teacher from the school to these meetings 

Opportunities that being involved in the BrainSTEM Innovation challenges can offer:
• Identify an important real-world issue and create an innovative way to address and/or 

research the issue; allowing the practical application of theoretical knowledge
• To connect and work with an established scientist and/or innovator in any given field 

of STEM and work with them in a professional University environment over a 12 week 
period

• To receive Certificates of acknowledgment for the development of a variety of hands-
on skills and capabilities in STEM research and innovation

To enter the 6th BrainSTEM Innovation Challenge, send an email to Mr Coventry at
cov@elthamhs.vic.edu.au

ROB COVENTRY, Science KLA Coordinator

LANGUAGES

The Victorian School of Languages is a government school and offers a range of languages  
to be completed through Distance Education at the secondary colleges across Melbourne:

For further information please call  9464 0848
Email:   north@vsl.vic.edu.au
Interested parents and students should go directly to the respective school on Saturdays 
between 8.30am and 1.00pm or enrol via the internet.
Log on to www.vsl.vic.edu.au and select Enrol now and fill in all the details. 

VICTORIAN SCHOOL OF LANGUAGES

STUDENT LEADERSHIP

Student Growth and Leadership

This year has seen quite a number of students involved in opportunities throughout the 
year as part of the Student Growth and Leadership Program.  As much as possible these 
have been promoted via Compass Newsfeed and celebrated in the school newsletter. 
There has been quite a few opportunities recently as listed below.  Once again if students 
require assistance, have an idea and would like to seek opportunities to add value to the 
Eltham community, could they please contact Peter Torey at school or on   
  tor@elthamhs.vic.edu.au

Recent/current activity:

• Applications for Senior School student leadership roles advertised with over 25  
 students applying;

• Students held a Lions Club cake sale at Year 7 Paren Information Evening;

• Peer Mentors and Peer Helpers training completed;

• 22 year 8 students attended the Bogong Outdoor Leadership Camp;
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ELTHAM SPORTS
TIMETABLE

Homework Club - Year 7
When: Thursday
Location: Room 142
Time: Lunchtime

Ashlea Oates
English/Integrated Studies Teacher

IT Support - Year 7
Get to know your surface Pro 3

When: Thursday 
Location: Room 140
Time: Lunchtime

Luke Herring
ICT Leader

Smart not Scattered - Year 7
A group for Year 7 students 
wishing to get on top of their 
time management, goal setting 
and organisation.

When: Thursday 
Location: Room 142
Time: Lunchtime

Ashlea Oates
English/Integrated Studies Teacher

Eltham High School Swim Squad

When: Thursday 
Location: Watermarc  
Time: 7.00am – 8.00am

Phil Boyd

Eltham High School Swimming Club 
Coordinator

EXTRACURRICULAR 
CLASSES & TUTORIALS

• Selection of students for the School for Student Leadership completed for term 
2 2018 at The Alpine School, Dinner Plain. Congratulations to year 8 students 
Tanner Carrozzi, Hayley Davis, Morgan Griffiths, Tymon van Diemen Hartlief, 
Finn Clayton and Daniel McCallum;

• Paige Mihaljevic (Year 10) and Lilian Lingman (Year 12) accepted into Young  
 Endeavour Youth Leadership program – sailing the Young Endeavour;

• Harmony Team met with asylum seekers as part of the Intercultural Youth for   
 Collaborative Change;

• Development of the Bicycles for Change Program;

• Manu Ranganathan and Sidra Conron (year 8), were accepted into Global   
 Leadership Adventures program in Ghana for 2018; 

• Duke of Ed students running Eltham Lions Club website;

• Aneurin Brown (year 9) and Anna Swoboda (year 10) will be student  
representatives  on School Council for 2018, thanks to Abigail Wilson for her 
work over the last two years.

PETER TOREY, Student Growth Leader

CAREERS

Year 9 Work Experience 2017 : Monday 4 - Friday 8 December

Students are required to complete one week of placement and can access forms through 
the careers website at www.elthamhighcareers.com or from outside the Careers Office. 
There is the standard Placement Form along with a Transport/Accommodation Form, if 
necessary. Students have also been provided with a list in PDF form of previous employ-
ers, by occupation, to assist in finding a placement. 

Please note, students who are not 15 years old by 4 December will be restricted to 
placements at a kindergarten, pre-school or primary school. Alternatively private 
arrangements can be made by the family but please pass on the information prior to the 
placement. For students competing in the Australian Volleyball Schools’ Cup they are able 
to complete their placement at another time prior to or following the scheduled week. Any 
queries should be directed to Ross Pringle at :

 pri@elthamhs.vic.edu.au
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Year 10 Work Experience 2018  Monday May 7 – Friday May 11

Its never to early too start planning your 2018 placement so now is the time to think about 
more career related placements. Keep an eye on Compass, Careers website and the 
newsletter for ideas and options.  Students  can access forms through the careers website 
at www. elthamhighcareers.com 

or from outside the Careers Office. There is the standard Placement Form along with a 
Transport/Accommodation Form, if necessary. They have also been provided with a list 
in PDF form of previous employers, by occupation, to assist in finding a placement. Any 
queries should be directed to Ross Pringle at:

 pri@elthamhs.vic.edu.au

ROSS PRINGLE, Careers and Pathways Coordinator

SPORT
 
Volleyball Facebook Page

We have created a Facebook page. Look for ‘Eltham High Volleyball’. There will be lots of 
photos appearing. If you do not want your child’s photo to appear on this page, please let 
me know.

Photos of teams taken at Vic Schools’ Cup have also been posted on our Eltham High 
School Volleyball web page.

If your child is selected in a state or national team or has a memorable sporting achievement, 
please let us know so we can share the good news.

GREG THOMAS, Volleyball Coach and Sports Teacher

STUDENT SERVICES

Diamond Valley Community Support

Diamond Valley Community Support has launched its annual ‘Back to School Fund’.

As a community support agency we dedicate a pool of funding specifically for families 
in need at the commencement of the school year. We provide funds to local residents to 
assist with ‘start up’ costs of books, uniforms and school related materials. Note: We do 
not pay Voluntary Contributions/School Fees.

To be eligible, families need to be living within the City of Banyule in the suburbs of Briar 
Hill, Bundoora (part), Greensborough (part), Macleod (part), Montmorency, Lower Plenty, 
St. Helena, Watsonia and Yallambie. They must also be a current Health Care Card holder. 
We strongly suggest that the client contacts us to see if they are in our ER area. 

We would be happy to provide you with further information to assist in the promotion of 
this program. The The program from November to December 2014 is for text books only. 
The next program commences on 14 January 2015 for books, school clothing, shoes, 
stationary, etc.

For more information, please feel free to contact me on 9435 8282

Anne TattersalL
Office Manager

Diamond Valley Community Support

LOUISE HEATHCOTE, Student Services Leader
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   term 3 special offer  

We Specialise in 

lessons for beginners 

Enrol now & receive 30% off  

Head tennis racquet pack for 

free 
Your fees &  also  receive  a 

 

Enrol now for 

Term 3 lessons 

   For the First 10 new students 

For More Information 

              Tel: 9432-3706 
Web: www.toplinetennis.com 

Email: info@toplinetennis.com 
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