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STUDENT PROGRESS INTERVIEWS 

Thursday 23 August 4-7pm 

Tuesday 28 August 11am-7pm 

Students are expected to attend Interviews with their parents 

No students are required at school on Tuesday 28 August 

Principal’s Report 

Student Achievements 

Rock Eisteddfod 2012 

Congratulations to all the students who were involved in the Rock Eisteddfod 

this year. Students from Year 7 through to Year 12 found their niche in this 

year‟s outstanding production which gained them a second place in the open 

division. I was very fortunate to be present at the performance and I can 

testify that it was colourful, entertaining and full of excitement.  

The costumes and the sets were extraordinary and I take this opportunity to 

thank all the students, parents and friends that put in a great deal of work 

into bringing all of these elements into fruition.  

The choreography was outstanding, the students performed admirably and 

represented our school in a very positive light. I congratulate and thank all 

the choreographers for their creativity and hard work. The actors, dancers 

and our MC were supported to perform their tasks with great gusto and they 

were all applauded for their skill and consistent effort.  

I take this opportunity to thank all the staff that supported this year‟s 

production no matter in whatever way; I am sure that the production would 

not have had the success it had without their ongoing commitment and 

support. Last but not least, I congratulate the mastermind behind the 

eisteddfod; Brooke Gannon, she has given up many long hours of her time 

to ensure that whilst the production was a lot of hard work that it was also 

lots of fun. In speaking with a range of students I can assure you that there 

was not one who did not indicate in a very excited way that they had a lot of 

fun.  

This is yet another way in which Eltham High School provides opportunities 

for our students to live the school values; to build resilience; to understand 
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that if something is worth doing, it‟s worth doing well; to understand the 

meaning of hard work and commitment; to engage in teamwork and to 

savour the feeling of success. Further to this, the Eisteddfod has also been a 

great opportunity for student leadership; it was visible; tangible and I‟m 

sure satisfying. Another feather in our cap. Well done!   

Year 7 City Experience 

I was very fortunate to be able to join our second Year 7 group on the City 

Experience for dinner last Wednesday evening at the Soda Rock Café in 

South Yarra. This group of students was no less excited than the first and 

their feedback was just as complimentary about their experience and the fun 

that they were having. They spoke about their day with approval and were 

looking forward to the evening activities.  

On their return to school on Friday afternoon there were some tired but 

happy faces (and that was just amongst the teachers) the students actually 

put on a brave front and a few of them actually said that they wished it had 

continued into the weekend. Once again I congratulate the students as well 

as all the teachers for a very positive City Experience.  

Student Progress Interviews 

The booking process for Student Progress Interviews will open on Compass 

on Tuesday 14 August. You will notice that we are trying something different 

as you will be able to book interviews across all year levels on the same day. 

For parents with children in more than one year level this will eliminate the 

need to attend on two separate occasions.  

Staff will be located in the Performance Centre, the Library and the 300 and 

400 wings of the school. You will also notice that as you book an 

appointment you will be able to see the location of the teacher for that 

appointment. I recommend that you take note of these locations and it is 

advisable that you block all interviews with teachers who are in the same 

location together; this will save you from having to go from one end of the 

school to the other and back.  

It is also advisable that you book appointments 10 minutes apart to give 

yourself time to get from one appointment to the other and avoid standing 

in long queues. A map of the school is also provided so that you know where 

to head to as you arrive into the school. It is also useful if you print your 

appointment schedule and bring it with you to the interviews or alternatively 

you may wish to view your schedule on line on your mobile device i.e. 

phone, i-pad etc.  

On Thursday 23 August Interviews are scheduled to run from 4:00 pm – 

7:00 pm. On Tuesday 28 August interviews are scheduled to run from 11:00 

am – 7:00 pm. Break times will be blocked out on the Compass schedule. 

Students are expected to attend interviews with their parents on both days. 

Normal classes will not run on Tuesday 28 August and students are expected 

to attend school only for interviews. I look forward to seeing all parents 

there. 
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New Look to the Community Newsletter 

The Community Newsletter is in the process of undergoing a transformation. 

The initial stage includes a new format which we hope will make it a lot 

easier to read on line. There will be a number of changes implemented as we 

get to the finished product; however, we would like some feedback on what 

has happened so far. We would appreciate your thoughts and views and ask 

that you convey these via e-mail to Kathleen Hannan at 

han@elthamhs.vic.edu.au 

Update on the Industrial Bans 

You will be aware that the Australian Education Union is taking industrial 

action in support of new enterprise agreements for teachers, principals and 

support staff. 

In addition to the previous bans which are still in place, a ban on taking 

“Extras” has been implemented as of Monday (August 13) and will be in 

place for two weeks, ending Friday August 24. “Extras” refer to face-to face 

teaching that teachers are asked to do to replace a colleague who is absent 

from taking their regular class for one or more reasons. These “Extras” are 

in addition to the teachers‟ timetabled teaching allotment.  

Because of this ban, the school will often be unable to ask other teachers to 

cover a class when its regular teacher is absent. 

The school will be seeking extra funding from the Department of Education 

and Early Childhood Development to cover the cost of employing casual 

teachers for this work, because ordinary school funding has proved 

inadequate for this situation. 

The ban highlights how much our school relies on the goodwill and 

cooperation of teachers and their preparedness to undertake work far in 

excess of their normal teaching load.  

I thank you for your understanding, and urge you to show your support for 

the dedicated and hardworking staff at Eltham High School by writing to 

your local MP, urging the Government back to the negotiating table with a 

sensible, fair offer. 

Term 3 Working Bee 

I wish to remind you of the Term 3 Working Bee on Sunday 19 August and 

to reinvite you to attend. The Grounds Committee has been busy planning 

the work for the day; now we need lots of people to make things happen. I 

strongly encourage students, parents, staff and friends of Eltham High 

School to attend. Together we generally achieve a great deal working 

alongside one another.  

As always a delicious morning tea and a scrumptious barbeque lunch will be 

on offer, but the best thing on offer is the opportunity to meet other families 

and develop and nurture new friendships. I look forward to seeing you all 

there. 

 
Vincent Sicari 
Principal 
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Assistant Principal’s Report 

VCE/Enhancement Subject Selection 

When Year 10 students and Year 9 Enhancement students enter their VCE 

subject choices online by this Thursday 16 August, the process for VCE 

subject selection will be completed. Most Year 10 students attended the VCE 

Information Night and also participated in an individual course selection 

interview with a staff member here at school. The feedback from these 

interviews has been very positive.  

A large number of Year 9 students attended the Enhancement Information 

Night last Wednesday and it was good to see the level of interest in this 

program. Students have a wide range of options open to them during their 

final three years at school so it is important that their choices are made with 

careful consideration. Congratulations to all students and their families for 

the approach that has been taken to these decisions so far. 

Once Senior School has gathered student preferences through the online 

selection form, the process of creating courses for students begins. The 

Senior School team will endeavour to create the best possible courses for 

students using the preferences and reserve preferences that they have 

selected. It is important to note that once these have been created, changes 

are difficult to accommodate and will only be considered under special 

circumstances. 

Interim Reports 

Interim reports are currently being completed by teachers and these will be 

available to students and parents online this Friday 17 August. I would 

encourage all parents to access these reports via Compass. Using them in 

conjunction with the Student Progress Interviews which begin next week will 

keep you up to date with how your son or daughter is progressing and how 

you can support them in their learning. If you have any trouble accessing 

Compass to view your child‟s report please contact Assistant Principal Darren 

Squires here at school. (squ@elthamhs.vic.edu.au ) 

Curriculum Day 

The focus of our Term 3 Curriculum Day was e-Learning. The staff spent the 

day auditing the students‟ application and use of ICT in their learning 

against the Victorian Standards across all levels of the Junior and Middle 

School curriculum. This work will inform the planning for the implementation 

of the AUS-VELS once the industrial ban is lifted.  

Our work began with the staff coming together for a brief introduction and 

setting the direction for the day; followed by the audit process conducted in 

discipline areas; followed by some Key Learning Area planning time whilst 

the Curriculum Design Team collated the information of the audit, revisited 

the key principles that inform the e-Learning strategy and identified areas of 

strength and areas for further consideration. This information was fed back 

to each of the discipline areas and staff then spent the rest of the day 

reviewing curriculum in light of the outcomes of the audit. Having the time 

to reflect and review away from the busyness of our day-to-day core work 

was well received by all. A clear outcome of the day was the message that 

computers and associated technologies are powerful tools for learning when 
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School 
Absences 
All Junior, Middle & Senior 
School absences can now be 
reported to: 

9430 5299 

(designated answering 
service)  

Please advise: name of child, 
year level, reason for 
absence and length of 
absence. 
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ADVERTISING 

Weight 
Watchers 

Life is a grand, 
messy thing! 

With ups and downs and 
twists and turns! But, that’s 
what keeps it fun.  So when it 

mailto:squ@elthamhs.vic.edu.au


used at the right time for the right reasons. With this in mind teachers will 

continue to plan for and improve the way that we are employing these 

technologies in the classroom. Feedback from parents regarding this is most 

welcome and I would encourage you to contact me here at school. 

nao@elthamhs.vic.edu.au 

Tim Natoli 
Assistant Principal 
 
[Back to top] 

Musical Notes 
The Melbourne School Strings Festival was a great experience for our Junior 
and Senior Strings Ensembles.  They were well received by the audience and 

the adjudicators.  The response to the Senior Strings piece 'Remote Control' 
was very much appreciated. 
 

We have lots of important dates coming up 

This week the Melbourne School Bands Festival commences.  Performance 
days are:  Symphonic band Wednesday 15 August in the evening, 

Training Band on the morning of Saturday 25 August, Intermediate Band 
on the afternoon of Tuesday 21 August and Concert Band the afternoon of 
Friday 24 August.  All students have received a 'hard copy' of information 
and all events are listed on Compass. 
 

A special reminder to parents and students 
Students must attend their ensemble rehearsals.  Recently Training Band 
especially has had a lot of absentees.  If you have any queries regards the 
Music Program contact the Music Office on 9430 5127 or email Jill on 

bro@elthamhs.vic.edu.au 

 
Rick Plummer  
Director of Music 

Mudbrick Tour 2012 

Presented by Eltham High School Music Program 

Eltham High School is running the Eltham Mudbrick House Tour again this 

year.  We invite businesses of the Eltham community and those associated 

with the Nillumbik Mudbrick and Earth Building Industry to advertise in this 

year‟s Mud Brick Tour Guide Book.  Limited spaces, it‟s very affordable, a 

great chance to give back and support the community and these talented 

young musicians.  Closing date for submission is 31 August.  Contact 

Andrew Evans on 0417 575 061 andrewrichardevans@hotmail.com for 

details. 

 
[Back to top] 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

comes to losing weight, why 
try and fit your busy life 
around a weight loss plan, 
when there’s already one 
that fits you.  Family 
friendly, dinner party proof 
and socially sound, Weight 
Watchers is approved by Life 
TM 

Come and join the team and 
other members at our 
Eltham High School 
Meeting, Withers Way, 
Eltham.  Meeting is held in a 
portable classroom near the 
back carpark, next to the 
Basketball Stadium.  Enter 
from Susan Street.  Doors 
open THURSDAY 6-7pm.  
New members please arrive 
at 6pm for enrolment and 
your getting started session.  
Let our motivational Leader 
and Meeting team start you 
on your weight loss journey.  
For more information call 13 
19 97 or visit 
weightwatchers.com.au 
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Topline Tennis 
Coaching 

Tea and Tennis Sessions 

at Research Tennis Club 

Topline Tennis is offering 
morning social and coaching 
sessions for ladies interested 
in some exercise, fun and the 
opportunity to learn or 
improve their tennis skills. 

 

Session Times: Monday 
9.30 – 11.00am 

If you have a toddler with you 
we also run our Tiny Tykes 
kids program at the same 
time !! 

 
FIRST SESSION IS  
FREE !! 

For more information please 
call Brayden on 0425 831 666 

Web: www.toplinetennis.com 

Email: 
brayden@toplinetennis.com  
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Sport 

Volleyball 

Congratulations 
Congratulations to Gabby Seymour (Year 10D, Everard House) and Louise 

Alford (Year 10C, Everard House) on being selected in the Australian Youth 
Volleyball team which will play in China in October. 

Victorian / Australian Schools Volleyball Cup 
Details of teams, coaches and managers will be available on the Eltham 

High Volleyball web page. 

Volleyball Photos 
Snaps Photography took 1000‟s of photos over the weekend. About 

2000 of the best ones will be loaded onto the 
elthamhigh.snapsfotos.com website by today. You don‟t need the „www‟ 
like you would for a traditional website. To access and download free 
any of the photos you will need to enter the password – 
volleyball2012. 

Important Volleyball Dates for 2012 

30th October – Year 7 and 8 Northern Zone Volleyball Final 

29th November – Year 7 and 8 School Sport Victoria State 

Volleyball Final 

 9th- 14th  December - Australian Volleyball Schools Cup 

If your child has a unique sporting moment or is selected in a state or 

National team please let us know so we can share the good news. I have 
copies of the Nillumbik sporting achievement grant application form if you 
require one.         tho@elthamhs.vic.edu.au 
  
Greg Thomas 
Volleyball Coordinator 

 
[Back to top] 
  

Careers News 

Open days are coming  

Open Days are your opportunity to check out institutions which interest you, 
see facilities, talk to staff and students, collect information and see 
transport/accommodation options. Open days are from 10am to 4pm; Year 
10 or 11 is a great time to commence visits. 

Sun 19 Aug – Deakin (Geelong campuses); La Trobe (Bendigo); 

Swinburne (Uni & TAFE) 

Sun 26 Aug – Australian Catholic Uni (Ballarat); Ballarat Uni; 

Box Hill Institute; Deakin (Melbourne Burwood); La Trobe 

(Melbourne Bundoora) 
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Are you interested in the automotive industry?  

Are you in middle school? 

On Thursday 23 August during period 5 and 6 there will be an excursion to 
Continental Corporation Automotive Suppliers.  Continental Corporation is 
one of the top automotive suppliers worldwide and employs approximately 
146,000 employees at nearly 190 locations in 46 countries. Continental 
Automotive in Australia is responsible for manufacturing automotive 

components to service local (Ford, Toyota & Holden) and global OEM's 
(Original Equipment Manufacturer's) (BMW) with innovative products and 
engineering solutions including instrument clusters, cockpit modules and 
vehicle electronics.  
 
The purpose of the tour is to share recruitment and career pathway tips and 
experiences to students and to also dispel incorrect perceptions of the 

automotive, engineering and manufacturing industry. The Continental 
Corporation strive to hire locally and have vacancies ranging from graduate 
positions, traineeships (including office administration) and apprenticeships.  

 
Excursion forms are available from outside the Careers Office and there are 
20 places available which will be filled in order of return of the permission 

forms. 

Employment, community and life styles expo  

Tuesday 14 August 1-6pm 
An EXPO for young people to explore work options, voluntary work, 
community participation, sports, recreational and social activities and to 
have fun. There will be over 40 organisations and exhibitors.  You can talk to 
representatives from community organisations, Centrelink, Specialist 
Employment Services, dance and performance groups. Find out about 

exciting new things for work, study or to do in your spare time. 

 

Place: NMIT Conference Centre, Building U,  

Cramer Street, Preston 3072.  

The cost is free 

 
Ross Pringle 
Pathways and Transition Co-ordinator 
 
[Back to top] 

Student Services 

Accommodation required for student 
From time to time student services assist students who are out of home 
to acquire accommodation and or board in the Eltham area to enable them 
to continue at school without disruption to their education.  We are currently 
seeking board for such a student.  Please contact Louise Heathcote, 
Student Services Leader on 9430 5123 if you are in a position to offer or if 

you know of a member of our community who is prepared to offer board to a 
student of EHS. 
 

Louise Heathcote 
Student Services Leader 
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Extra Maths help 
Extra Maths Help is on again in Term 3.  The meeting place is Room 706 

and the time is 3.10pm until 4pm every Tuesday. 

 
Mrs Milner 
Maths KLA Coordinator 
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COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

How to talk to your kids about cyber 
safety 

A Free Public Info Session 

Monday 3 September 2012.  6.50pm arrival to be seated.  Presentation 

from 7-8pm, followed by a 30 minute question and answer session.  At the 

Centre Ivanhoe‟s Great Hall, 275 Upper Heidelberg Rd, Ivanhoe.  Bookings 

essential go to www.cybersafetyforkids.eventbrite.com.au   

 

Topics will include Online Grooming, Cyberbullying, Coercion/Peer Pressure 

and Managing Your Reputation.  In this interactive multimedia presentation, 

which coincides with National Child Protection Week learn how to:  Equip 

your kids to make good choices, Approach your kids to open up the 

conversation, Recognise the signs when something is wrong, Talk to your 

kids so they don‟t get frightened or switch off completely, Establish a 

reasonable level of involvement in your childs online activities.  Enquiries:  

Katy Ingram, Events Coordinator, Children‟s Protection Society  

(03) 9450 0900. 

 
[Back to top] 

Eltham Community Choir 
Everyone welcome to listen, sing and enjoy a trial night. It will be held in the 
Music Department of Eltham High School: 7.30pm Wednesday August 
8th. 

Special Performance  
A cappella group Section 4 (winners of South Street Acappella 2010) to do a 
special performance for the choir members and guests! 
 
Eltham Community Choir provides a relaxed, enjoyable musical environment 

in which members sing and have fun with minimal extra commitments. 
Repertoire encompasses a vast range of styles and there are several 
optional performance opportunities. Under new direction of Amberley 
Bremner and Jamie Yung. You do not need any prior musical training. We 

look forward to seeing you there!  
 

[Back to top] 
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Participants required for research study 

DO YOU KNOW AN ADOLESCENT AGED 12-17 
years? 

First up....  
All participants go in the draw to win one of three Double Gold Class Cinema 
Passes! 

What is the study?  

The Monash University Centre for Developmental Psychiatry and Psychology 
are conducting research about adolescent wellbeing, anxiety about school 
and parental factors that might be involved. Understanding what might help 
parents to support their children is important for helping adolescents who 
experience such worries.  

Who can participate?  

We are looking for people aged 12 to 17 years old, along with their parent or 
guardian, to participate in the study. The child may or may not experience 
anxiety or worries about school; we are interested in speaking with all types 
of adolescents and their parents.  

What it involves?   

The parent and child would be required to complete a series of 

questionnaires, estimated to take approximately 20 minutes. Parents will 
randomly be offered to complete an additional interview at a time and place 
convenient to them.   
All participants will go in the draw to win one of three Double Gold Class 
Cinema Passes!   

Want to participate?  
For more information, or to express your interest in participating in this 

study, please contact: Belinda Melling, Monash University Centre for 
Developmental Psychiatry and Psychology on 0416 209 426 or 
email: Belinda.melling@monash.edu   

(This study has approval from the Southern Health Human Research Ethics 
Committee – Project Number 11176B and the Department of Education and 
Early Childhood Development - Project Number 2011_001404) 
 
[Back to top] 

Nillumbik Young Artists Exhibition and 
Fundraiser 
The Nillumbik Young Artists Exhibition and Fundraiser aims to provide young 
people living within the shire of Nillumbik an opportunity to exhibit and 
promote their work in a gallery-like setting whilst helping a great cause! 
Through admission sales, money will be raised and donated to The Tree 

Project memorial in Strathewen. 
All styles of art are welcome. Art will be exhibited for three consecutive days 
and will include an opening night with a live art performance, live music and 
food.  
The project will be facilitated and run entirely by the Arise students from 
Eltham High school and Diamond Valley College. 
If you are interested in exhibiting your work or would like to know more 

about the project you can contact Wendy Scriven on 
scrivenw@missionaustralia.com.au or by phone on 0467772819.   

Outward Bound Navigator Experience 
Set yourself up for success and unlock your potential.  Learn things about 

yourself you could never learn in a classroom.  Adventure, new friends and 
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fun in the beautiful surroundings of the Snowy River National Park.  Come 

and join Outward Bound‟s exciting 12 day wilderness based personal 

development program. 

What is it? 

A 12 day journey of self discovery.  Activities include bushwalking, paddling, 
climbing and abseiling. 

Who is it for? 

Young people aged 15-17, in years 10 and 11. 

Where is it? 

Snowy River National Park, Victoria 

When is it? 

Next School Holidays:  September 24 - October 5 2012. 

Who is Outward Bound? 

A not-for-profit, independent organisation that exists to help people discover 
and achieve. 
 
Apply for the Navigator program today. Reach your potential tomorrow.  
Investment:  $1875.00  For an application form contact Eva Breidenbach on 
1800 267 999 or mailbox@outwardbound.org.au 
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School 
Absences 
All Junior, Middle & Senior 
School absences can now be 
reported to: 

9430 5299 

(designated answering 
service)  

Please advise: name of child, 
year level, reason for 
absence and length of 
absence. 
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Canteen 
Roster 
Wed 15 Mandy 

Grey,  

Peggy 

Alderton 

Thurs 

16 

Joanne 

Grigg, 

Kathryn 

Phillips 

Fri 17 Robyne 

Walshe, 

Phillipa 

Charlton 

Mon 20 Joanne 

Ajar,  

Linda 

Mountford 

Tues 21 Nadine 

McMillan, 

Jodie 

Clamp 
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