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//  PrInCIPAl’S rEPort 

To Our Community

today you have been presented with a new image of the Community newsletter; we 
hope that you approve. over the past few months the school has been working at 
refreshing our public material resulting in the publication of a new brochure, a range 
of pamphlets that outline school programs and student achievement, and now the 
Community newsletter. in the following months we will be working on the school 
intranet as we transition onto sharePoint, and of course our school website. All of this 
work has been conducted with the school vision and purpose as well as our school 
values firmly in mind.

As with all of our work, at eltham High school we focus on continuous improvement so 
if you have any comments on the new image of the Community newsletter please do 
not hesitate to pass them on at han@elthamhs.vic.edu.au

Student Achievement

tournament of the minds:

on sunday, 17 August the eltham High school tournament of minds team competed in 
the Regional Competition for 2014.  Anna swoboda (year 7, Andrew House), Ali evans 
(year 7, rutter House), rohan Khanna (year 7, rutter House), Daniel stramandinoli 
(year 7, rutter House), Jessarne Palmer (year 8, everard House), nicholas Perichon 
(year 9, Andrew House) and Indigo mcKinnon (year 9, stewart House) participated 
in this year’s team and won the Applied technology Division of the secondary 
Competition.  they will now compete in the state Final on sunday, 14 september at La 
trobe university.

the Long term Challenge this year required students to create a wearable device and 
an infomercial advertising the device.  on the tournament Day the teams were given 10 
minutes to present their device and infomercial, as well as a further description of its 
benefits and disadvantages.  students were also required to complete a spontaneous 
Challenge on the tournament Day where they were judged on the creativity of their 
solution and their teamwork skills.

Congratulations to all the students that took part in the tournament; it was a great effort 
on the part of everyone involved. i take this opportunity to congratulate the staff: Loren 
Clarke, naomi edrees and melissa Hughes who supported these very talented students 
to reach this achievement.

Victorian schools music Festival:

Last thursday evening our Concert Band performed at the Victorian school music 
Festival at Deakin edge and was presented with the Platinum Award - overall winner 
of its section. Congratulations to the talented members of the ensemble and their 
conductor ed Fairlie.

this week the intermediate and symphonic Bands take part in the Festival, and we’re 
sure they will perform well.

Leslie Barklamb Flute Guild Competition:

At the weekend, Gabriella Alberti (year 11, stewart House), Lauren scalzo (year 12, 
rutter House), Anna telfer (year 12, Andrew House) competed in the Leslie Barklamb 
Flute Guild Competition in the VCe section.  By all accounts the girls played beautifully 
with Gabriella achieving 2nd place in the competition.  Congratulations to each of the 
girls individually and to the ensemble for its admirable performance!

mailto:han@elthamhs.vic.edu.au
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Staff Achievement

Congratulations to ed Fairlie, trumpet teacher and conductor at eltham High school, 
and composer in his own right, who has been approached by Boosey & Hawkes to 
publish his composition ‘storm & urge’ as part of their windependence series.  the 
windependence series is made up of compositions that have been collated by Craig 
Kirchhoff, who is one of the world’s greatest wind ensemble conductors. ed will be the 
first Australian Composer to be published in this series: http://www.boosey.com/cr/
series/windependence/10130

ed composed ‘storm and urge’ for the symphonic Band to perform at south street 
in 2013.  ingrid martin then performed the work with one of the ensembles at the 
university of minnesota late last year, leading to Craig Kirchhoff showing an interest in 
publishing the work and contacting ed. 

mike szabo, our trombone teacher, has been appointed to the Principal Bass trombone 
position in the mso! this is an incredible achievement! Congratulations mike.

mike and Alex Hurst, our tuba teacher, are both heading off on the mso europe tour 
next week. the tour will include performances in the greatest concert halls in europe, 
including Royal Albert Hall for the BBC Proms.  we wish them well!

http://www.mso.com.au/news/2014/04/mso-to-perform-at-bbc-proms-and-edinburgh-
festival-in-european-tour/

Wear it Purple Day

Rainbow youth need your support this wear it Purple Day which will take place on Friday, 
29 August. each year a different focus is identified for the day, in 2013 the day focused 
on addressing language in order to create safer environments for Rainbow young 
people. the “speak up” campaign was successful in engaging thousands of people 
to pledge not to use the phrase “that’s so gay”. this year the youth Action Council has 
identified stereotypes and preconceptions as key areas where they feel change needs 
to be made. Rainbow young people are often perceived as being exclusively defined by 
their sexuality and gender identity, this is a limiting way of viewing dynamic individuals. 
wear it Purple Day 2014 aims to identify stereotypes and preconceptions to educate 
about sexuality and gender diversity. Be sure to support our young people by wearing 
the colour purple on Friday, 29 August.

Telstra Kid’s Fund

telstra has alerted its staff on monday, 18 August to a new round of $1200 grants under 
their regular ‘telstra Kid’s Fund’ program which funds activities, equipment and so on 
for organisations which are not-for-profit, and of course our school would be a worthy 
recipient of such a grant.

i understand that one key limitation of the grant application has now been lifted 
and parents no longer have to have a child in the specific activity nominated for the 
fund, but simply have to nominate a contact name at an organisation, and i am more 
than happy for parents to use my name and my position if this helps (Vincent sicari – 
Principal).

if you work for telstra and are willing to apply for a grant rest assured that we are 
not short of ideas as to what you could apply for: support for the music Program or 
the Drama program; support for the relationship that we continue to nurture with 
the Gurrumala Community in northern Arnhem Land (perhaps even supporting our 
students’ travel to the community in 2015);  support for the eltham High school space 
Camp; support for the sports Department through the purchase of new equipment or 
new uniforms that need replacing; even support for our Grounds Committee through 
the purchase of plants for the new beds that have been established including the herb 
garden on the side of the canteen. i hope you get the idea; there are many possibilities. 

if you have an idea the school would be more than happy to hear from you and to 
coordinate a shortlist of candidate projects, so please contact Kate scalzo at sca@
elthamhs.vic.edu.au

i strongly encourage telstra parents to work alongside the school and to take advantage 
of this opportunity by making an application through the Funds’ website: http://
telstrakidsfund.com/. i gather that it is allowed for the school to be named the recipient 
of more than one grant.

i understand that Grants are made on the first come, first served basis so early 

Wed 20
•	Asylum seeker Resource Centre 
 Visit
•	year 8 Volleyball Honours 

team: Darebin sports Complex 
3.45pm - 7.30pm

•	 eHs Community Choir Rehearsal:  
 7.30pm – 9.00pm
•	school Council meeting 
 (7.30pm – 9.30pm)

thu 21
•	year 9 into year 10 information  
 evening - Performance Centre: 

Fri 22
•	waverley eisteddfod: Junior Choir

Mon 25
•	Junior Choir & Junior Jazz Choir:  
 south street

tues 26
•	year 11 HHD mercy Hospital for  
 women

Wed 27
•	extended intermediate Band  
 Rehearsals

thurs 28
•	Dian Didaktika Joint City tour
•	year 11 HHD mercy Hospital for  
 women

Fri 29 - Sun 31
•	wear it Purple Day
•	year 12 oes white water Rafting:  
 mitchell River

Sat 30
•	senior strings: south street

scHooL cALenDAr
AUGUSt 2014

http://www.boosey.com/cr/series/Windependence/10130
http://www.boosey.com/cr/series/Windependence/10130
http://www.mso.com.au/news/2014/04/mso-to-perform-at-bbc-proms-and-edinburgh-festival-in-european-tour/
http://www.mso.com.au/news/2014/04/mso-to-perform-at-bbc-proms-and-edinburgh-festival-in-european-tour/
http://telstrakidsfund.com/
http://telstrakidsfund.com/
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//  ASSIStAnt PrInCIPAl’S rEPort

Student Progress Interviews

student Progress interviews are being held on:

tuesday, 19 August: 4.00pm – 7.00pm

wednesday, 27 August: 11.00am – 7.00pm (student Free Day)

roStEr For AUGUSt
Wed 20
•	Jane	Nicholson 
•	Kirsten	Parry

thurs 21
•	Joanne	Kesteser 
•	Lisa	Clements

Fri 22
•	Juliet	Panozzo 
•	Volunteer	Needed

Mon 25
•	Catherine	Auchterloinie 
•	Grant	or	Rachel	Wallace

tues 26
•	sharyn Dimech 
•	Anne	Gration

UPCoMInG MEnU
Wed: spaghetti Bolognese
thurs: Chicken schnitzel Rolls
Fri: Hamburgers
Mon: Homemade wedges
tues: Lasagne

cAnteen
roStEr & MEnU

applications are encouraged. Be quick!

i take this opportunity to thank current parent David mcKinley for alerting me to these 
grants, and who in a previous year was very successful in securing such a grant for the 
school. 

School Working Bee

the next school working Bee is scheduled for sunday, 24 August. i extend a personal 
invitation to all members of our community to join us at this last working Bee for the 
term. the Grounds Committee has been planning for the day, and the more people in 
attendance, the more work will be achieved. the working Bees provide an opportunity 
not only to work towards a common goal but also an opportunity to meet with other 
parents and staff. As always, morning tea and a barbeque lunch will be provided. i look 
forward to seeing you all there. 

Vietnam Veterans Commemorative Service

on saturday, 16 August, we (clarissa sparnenn - year 12, Andrew House) and Daniel 
notting - year 12, everard House) were fortunate to be given the opportunity to 
represent the school as school House Leaders at a Vietnam Veterans Commemorative 
service that was held at Greensborough memorial Park.  

this service is held each year on the saturday before what is known as ‘Long tan Day’, 
monday, 18 August. Long tan Day is the official Vietnam Veterans Day, which is also on 
the anniversary of the Battle of Long tan in which eighteen Australians paid the supreme 
sacrifice. we attended this service to pay our respects and to lay a wreath to honour 
those who died fighting for our country. it was a great privilege to attend this ceremony 
and was an honour to represent the school. 

clarissa sparnenn (year 12, Andrew House) and Daniel notting (year 12, everard 
House)

VINCENT SICARI, Principal
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Parents are encouraged to log into Compass and finalise bookings.  Please ensure that 
you leave at least a five minute break between bookings to allow time to move to your 
next appointment. Please contact the school if there are any issues with the booking 
process.

Year 9 into Year 10 Information Evening: Thursday, 21 August

All year 9 students and their families are invited to an important year 10 2015 
information evening on thursday, 21 August from 7.30pm until 8:30pm in the 
Performance Centre. this night will introduce the structure of the year 10 curriculum for 
2015 as well as the process for selecting year 10 elective subjects. the structure of the 
curriculum will be different to what is currently offered to year 10 students and there will 
be a large number of new elective opportunities. if you are unable to attend the night 
i encourage you to gain further information through the middle school team and the 
year 10 2015 Handbook which will be available through our school website following the 
information evening.

Year 8 students into Year 9 Information Evening: Monday, 8 September

All year 8 students and their families are invited to an important year 9 2015 information 
evening on monday, 8 september from 7.30pm until 8.30pm in the Performance Centre. 
this night will introduce the structure of the year 9 curriculum for 2015 as well as the 
process for selecting year 9 elective subjects. the structure of the curriculum will be 
different to what is currently offered to year 9 students and there will be a large number 
of new elective opportunities. if you are unable to attend the night i encourage you to 
gain further information through the middle school team and the year 9 2015 Handbook 
which will be available through our school website following the information evening.

Immunisation Schedule 

the final round of immunisations is on wednesday, 10 september and involves all year 7 
and year 9 boys only. 

the immunisations consist of the following:

Available at 
secondary school

Available at 
community health 

setting (council 
session)

Vaccine type Vaccine doses

year 7 12 - 13 years Human 
papillomavirus 

(HPV)

Course of three 
vaccines, given 
over six months

year 9 boys only 14 - 15 years Boys 
only in 2014

Human 
papillomavirus 

(HPV)

Course of three 
vaccines, given 
over six months

For parents / guardians of students who are eligible to receive the school Based 
immunisation Program vaccinations, and have not yet received their vaccination/
incomplete vaccination history, you may contact the nillumbik immunisation services at 
nillumbik Health on 9430 9124 or 9430 9138.

Cyber Safety Resources for Families

Families are encouraged to access resources to ensure they are equipped to support 
their children to navigate life in the digital world. 

the Cybersmart resources available at the link below are designed to support and 
encourage participation in the digital economy by providing information and education 
which empowers children to be safe online. the site allows you to test your knowledge 
about what children are doing in their digital world and also learn about what children 
do online and some strategies to help them be cybersmart as they grow up. this 
includes tips for young kids (up to age 7), kids (up to 12 years) and teens (up to 18 years).

http://www.cybersmart.gov.au/Parents.aspx 

Cybersmart is a national cybersafety and cybersecurity education program managed by 
the Australian Communications and media Authority (ACmA), as part of the Australian 
Government’s commitment to cybersafety. the program is specifically designed to 
meet the needs of its target audiences of children, young people, parents, teachers and 
library staff.

TIM NATOLI, Assistant Principal

Chess Club
when: wednesday 
Location: Library 
time: Lunchtime

Drama
when: tuesday (Junior) 
thursday (senior) 
Location: 111 Drama space 
time: 3.30pm – 5.00pm
George Franklin 
Art/Technology KLA Coordinator

Drawing Club
when: thursday 
Location: Room 168 
time: Lunchtime
Melissa Hughes 
Coach: Whole School  
Professional Growth

EHS Swimming Club
when: thursday 
Location: eltham Leisure Centre 
time: 7.00am – 8.00am
Phil Boyd 
Junior School Coordinator

Interschool Debating team
when: monday 
Location: Room 142 
time: Lunchtime
Leanne Ipsen 
Debating Coordinator

Knitting & Crochet Club
when: wednesday 
Location: Room 156 
time: Lunchtime
Julie McDonald 
Science

Manga & Anime Club
when: thursday 
Location: Room 156 
time: Lunchtime
Melissa Hughes 
Coach: Whole School  
Professional Growth

eLtHAm Hs cLubs
WHY not GEt InvolvED!

http://www.cybersmart.gov.au/Parents.aspx
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//  MIDDlE SCHool

S.C.C.E. - Exchange Program Information Session: Monday, 25 August

southern Cross Cultural exchange is holding an information session for all year 9 to 
year 12 students.

when:  monday, 25 August

Location:  open space (between Rooms 134 and 140)

time:  12.35pm – 1.30pm

the session will provide information on the exchange programs s.C.C.e. has available.  
s.C.C.e. will also provide information on the scholarship options they have available.  if 
you are interested in doing an exchange we encourage you to attend this session.

JODIE SUTTON, Middle School Leader

// Art

Year 12 Melbourne Art Fair 2014 Excursion

year 12 VCe Art students and staff went on an excursion to the melbourne Art Fair last 
thursday.  they also visited Alcaston Gallery in Fitzroy and took a closer look at Art in 
Public space commissioned by the City of melbourne. 

students visited Coles Fountain (Robert woodward 1981) in Parliament Gardens, a 
geometric steel structure which allows the participant to walk on a platform into the 
centre of the sculpture and be virtually encircled by water.

they also went to see ‘Great Petition’, an artwork by susan Hewitt and Penelope Lee 
commemorating the 100th anniversary of female suffrage in Victoria.  this artwork was 
revealed in 2008, one hundred years after Victorian women were granted the right 
to vote. the sculpture is a contemporary interpretation of the monster Petition, a 260 
meters long document of close to 30,000 signatures collected from Victorian women in 
1891 to fight for equality.

A stop at Alcaston Gallery exposed students to new media artworks by Australian Pacific 
Artists. Alcaston Gallery represents contemporary artists from Australia and the Asia 
Pacific Region and is renowned for representing and exhibiting Australian indigenous 
Artists. 

After a quick lunch on Gertrude street students walked to the Great exhibition Building 
in Carlton Gardens and spent the afternoon at the Fair. the melbourne Art Fair is one of 
Australasia’s leading contemporary art events, showcasing outstanding work from 75 
leading Australian and international galleries. the work of some 300 artists was on view 
showing the huge spectrum of contemporary practice. students got an insight into the 

Extra Maths Help
when: tuesday
Location: Room 706
time: 3.10pm – 4.00pm

Mrs Milner
maths KLA Coordinator

Homework Club
when: monday
Location: Room 908
time: 3.15pm - 4.00pm

Helen MacKenzie
Junior School Coordinator

Japanese language Classes
when: Friday
Location: Room 136
time: 8.10am – 8.45am

Melissa Hughes
Coach: Whole School  
Professional Growth

Smart not Scattered
Before school support group 
to assist students with time 
management and organisation 
skills.

when: wednesday
Location: Room 154
time: 8.10am – 8.45am

Melissa Hughes
Coach: Whole School  
Professional Growth

Smart not Scattered - Year 7
A group for year 7 students 
wishing to get on top of their 
time management, goal setting 
and organisation.

when: wednesday
Location: Room 154
time: Lunchtime

Melissa Hughes
Coach: Whole School  
Professional Growth

tournament of Minds
when: thursday
Location: Room 154
time: Lunchtime

Melissa Hughes
Coach: Whole School  
Professional Growth

extrAcurrIcuLAr 
ClASSES & tUtorIAlS



Community news6

commercial art market but most of all they could see and experience first-hand current 
local and international art and put their own work in context. it was a rich experience for 
all and a fun day out.

UTE LEINER, Art Teacher

// CArEErS

Space Camp USA 2015 Information Night No. 2: Wednesday, 20 August

when:   wednesday, 20 August

Location:  open space (main Building)

time:   7.00pm

once again the biggest and best trip is on in september 2015. if you:

•	 Like	the	wonderment	of	space	exploration	and	the	magnificent	achievements	
to date, then this trip is for you. 

•	 Have	always	wanted	to	visit	the	USA	and	go	to	Alabama,	Florida,	Disneyworld,	
Kennedy space Centre, san Francisco, Alcatraz island and yosemite national 
Park, then this trip is definitely for you. 

the trip is open to any student from year 9 - 12 and will run the last week of term 3 and 
the first week of the september holidays. 

if you are interested, please come along to the meeting where there will be a 
presentation from staff and 2013 student flight crew. we will also be joined by students 
and parents from montmorency secondary College.

its really that good, so don’t miss out! Please direct any enquiries to Ross Pringle on 
9430 5133 or pri@elthamhs.vic.edu.au.

Careers in Conservation – Student Careers Conference at Melbourne Zoo 

Attending open Days at universities and tAFe is a great way of gaining information 
about courses, facilities, location, and generally considering whether you would like to 
study there.  they are mostly held during the month of August; their dates are noted 
below so that you can get them in your diary and treat them as a priority. they generally 
run from 10.00am until 4.00pm; you need to allow perhaps a couple of hours per visit.

DATES LOCATION

sunday 24 August box Hill institute, Deakin uni 
(melbourne), La trobe (melbourne), 
Victoria uni, Williams Angliss institute

sunday 31 August Acu (Ballarat), Federation  uni (Ballarat & 
Gippsland)

ROSS PRINGLE, Careers and Pathways Coordinator

// lIBrArY

Children’s Book Council of Australia Awards 

Last Friday the CBCA announced the winners of the Book of the year awards.   to 
celebrate Book week, the library ran a competition ‘Judge a Book by its Cover’ 
where students had to guess which book would win the category for older readers.   
Congratulations to the five students who won a chocolate prize for guessing the winner, 
wildlife by Fiona wood.

the results for all the categories are as follows:

Book of the year: For older Readers:

winner: wildlife by Fiona wood

PArent
InForMAtIon

Compass Parent Portal 
Log into for Information on:
•	Compass	ID	Card
•	Living	Spirit	Fellowship
•		My	First	Speech	Competition
•		Recycle	Your	Old	Mobile	Phones
•		S.C.C.E.	-	Exchange	Program	

information session
•		Student	Attendance	-	Middle	

school
•		Student	Progress	Interviews
•		Year	7	Notebook	Instalment	Due	
•	Wear	It	Purple	Day
•		Year	8	into	Year	9	Information	

evening
•		Year	9	into	Year	10	Information	

evening

School term Dates
teRm 3:

Finishes Friday 19 september: 
2.30pm 
teRm 4:

starts monday 06 october
Finishes Friday 19 December: 
2.30pm (year 7 and year 8)

2015:
teRm 1:
starts:
thursday 29 January
(years 7, 11 and 12)
Friday 30 January
(years 8, 9 and 10)

School Absences
All Junior, middle & senior school 
absences can now be reported to:
9430 5299

(24 hour answering service)
Please advise: name of child,  
year level, reason for absence  
and length of absence.
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Honour Books:  Fairytales for wilde girls by Allyse near, the sky so heavy by Claire Zorn

Book of the year: For younger Readers:

winner: City of orphans, A very unusual pursuit by Catherine Jinks

Honour Books: my life as an alphabet by Barry Jonsberg, Light horse boy by Dianne 
wolfer

Book of the year: early Childhood:

winner: the swap by Jan ormerod

Honour Books: i’m a dirty dinosaur by Janeen Brian, Banjo and Ruby Red by Libby 
Gleeson

Picture Book of the year:

winner: Rules of summer by shaun tan

Honour Books: King Pig by nick Bland, silver buttons by Bob Graham

eve Pownall Award for information Books:

winner: Jeremy by Christoper Faille

Honour Books: welcome to my country by Laklak Burarrwanga, ice, wind rock by Peter 
Goldthorpe

All the books shortlisted in the younger reader and older reader categories are available 
for borrowing.

RHONDA MALONE, Library Coordinator

//  lItErACY AnD nUMErACY

National Literacy and Numeracy Week at EHS: Monday 25 – Sunday 31 
August

From monday, 25 to sunday 31 August (week 7), eltham High school will be 
participating in the national Literacy and numeracy week (nLnw). this Government 
initiative is in its 16th year and is designed to encourage parents, students and teachers 
to get involved in learning. 

eHs is dedicated to helping support students to develop their Literacy and numeracy 
skills and during this week staff will be engaging in a range of activities to foster this 
understanding. 

throughout nLnw at lunchtime, the library will be hosting a range of activities, from 
the numeracy Quiz and sudoku Challenge, through to the ‘guess the lollies in a jar’ 
competition.  

As part of this celebration, our classes will be involved in the Read for Australia initiative. 
At 2.00pm, Friday 29 August, classes from years 7 - 10 will stop and read aloud for 10 
minutes from the eHs Anthology. students are encouraged to bring along any poems/
songs/short stories that they have written and are willing to share with their class to 
celebrate the literate and creative student community we have at eHs.  

in addition to this, we are asking you to get involved too! there are a range of activities 
parents can engage in at home and you can find out more details by logging on to the 
nLnw website: www.literacyandnumeracy.gov.au 

stay tuned to Compass for all the event details!

IDA SAKKAL, Literacy and Numeracy Coach

// MAtHEMAtICS

Australian Mathematics Competition 2014

Congratulations to all participants in this year’s competition. we had over 50 students in 
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years 7 to 12 enter. All entries have been posted to the Australian mathematics trust and 
we must now wait for the results, which will take a few months.

LYN MILNER, Maths KLA Coordiantor

//  MUSICAl notES

Jazz Workshop Weekend

the Jazz and stage Bands took part in a workshop at the school on sunday.  Conductors 
monty mackenzie and ed Fairlie were very pleased with the progress made in 
preparation for the upcoming competitions.

Waverley Eisteddfod: Friday, 22 August

this Friday evening our Junior Choir will be attending the waverley eisteddfod.  this is 
a great opportunity for them to hear other choral groups perform and to showcase the 
repertoire they have been rehearsing.

extended and changed rehearsal days for various ensembles have been put in place.  
students have received written information as well as emails to parents.

Royal South Street Competitions in Ballarat

the Royal south street Competitions in Ballarat is an annual event on band and choral 
calendars.  the following is a listing of eltham High school’s participation:

monday, 25 August: Junior Choir and Junior Jazz Choir

saturday, 30 August: senior strings

monday, 1 september:  intermediate Band

tuesday, 2 september:  Clarinet Choir and Flute, saxophone and Brass ensembles

wednesday, 3 september:  Junior Jazz Band

thursday, 4 september: Concert Band

Friday, 5 september Jazz and stage Bands

saturday, 6 september: symphonic Band 

Please note that training Band and Junior strings do not attend these competitions.

Celebration of Music Concert: Monday, 15 September

Please note on your calendar, the Celebration of music Concert, in which all ensembles 
will be performing:

when:  monday, 15 september

Location:  yarra Valley Grammar, George wood Performing Arts Centre

time:  7.30pm

News Regarding Music Staff

our Viola teacher, Amerentia Van Lammeren, is leaving us to take up another teaching 
position. we wish her all the best for the future.      

if you have any queries about the music Program, please contact the music office on 
9430 5127 or email Jill, music secretary, at bro@elthamhs.vic.edu.au

RICK PLUMMER, Music Director

//  PArEnt AnD CArErS

Viral Meningitis

A student in year 10 has recently been diagnosed with Viral meningitis.  the 
following information has been sourced from www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au

meningitis is caused by a virus which is called ‘viral meningitis’. this type of 
meningitis is relatively common and can occasionally be serious. it can be caused 

mailto: bro@elthamhs.vic.edu.au
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by a variety of different viruses. it is often a complication of another viral illness. 

the symptoms and signs of meningitis in adults and older children include:

•	 headache

•	 fever

•	 vomiting

•	 neck	stiffness	and	joint	pains

•	 drowsiness	and	confusion

•	 purple–red	skin	rash	or	bruising

•	 discomfort	looking	at	bright	lights	(photophobia).

you can prevent the spread of many viral infections by using a handkerchief and 
washing your hands thoroughly after using the toilet. you should also avoid close 
contact, sneezing and coughing over other people if you have a viral infection.

MARNIE WADSWORTH, First Aid Officer

Recycle Your Mobile Phones 

Did you know that one ranger in the Democratic Republic of Congo dies each month 
from protecting the Gorillas? 1300 recycled mobile phones will generate enough money 
to provide food and education supplies for a ranger and his family for one year. 

why do the phones help? mobile phones consist of a substance called coltan, which 
is a rare and valuable metal. the mining of coltan is causing catastrophic impacts on 
endangered wildlife such as the mountain Gorilla as their habitats are being destroyed

Donate your old mobile phones and accessories to the boxes located in the Library, 
middle school, senior school and at the Front office. Broken phones and accessories 
such as chargers are accepted as well. 

our goal is to collect 1300 mobile phones by the end of 2014; if every student donated 
at least one we can reach our goal.  

For more information go to http://www.zoo.org.au/get-involved/act-for-wildlife/theyre-
calling-on-you

By Harriet speakman-rush (year 10, rutter House) & sommai Krechowitsch (year 10, 
Andrew House)

DANIELLE COTTER, Senior School Coordinator

// SCIEnCE

Science Week at Eltham High School: Saturday 16, August – Sunday, 24 
August

to celebrate science this year the science department at eltham High would like to 
invite our students to participate in some special events during science week.

Firstly, we will be running a daily science quiz with prizes on offer for those students 
who are able to answer the most questions correctly.  Check your Compass news feed 
each morning and see if you can answer the question set for your year level.

to enter the running simply login to your Compass account as usual, find the question 
aimed at your year level and email your response to mau@elthamhs.vic.edu.au.  As 
emails are time stamped, points will go to the first correct answer received each day.  
Keep in mind that detailed answers will beat brief answers that were emailed earlier so 
be sure to put some thought into your submissions where necessary.

in addition to the daily quiz questions, year 7 and 8 students have been given access 
to this year’s Jenolan Cave’s interactive experience.  this is a new program that gives 
our students the opportunity to explore the Jenolan cave systems through their own 
laptop computers.  the program is being run in collaboration with the CsiRo who were 
responsible for providing the scanning technology that made mapping the cave system 

http://www.zoo.org.au/get-involved/act-for-wildlife/theyre-calling-on-you
http://www.zoo.org.au/get-involved/act-for-wildlife/theyre-calling-on-you
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accurately possible. students will have access to the site for the whole of science week 
using their ‘mathletics’ login details.

For those interested in a little early morning astronomy, a reflecting telescope will be 
set up in the court yard near the 100’s on tuesday and thursday morning before school.  
At this time, weather permitting, the moon should be visible in the sky.  our telescope 
brings its features into clear view making for an exciting start to the day.

Feel free to take advantage of the activities on offer during this special week and 
remember that only through science do we have any hope of finding truth.

Year 7 Annual Dry Ice Extravaganza Event

this week the year 7s will be taking part in our annual Dry ice extravaganza event. 
During class students will be conducting a series of experiments to investigate 
changing states of matter. 

For information on events taking place during the national science week, please click 
on the following link: http://www.scienceweek.net.au/events/

SIMON MAURDEV, Science KLA Coordinator

//  SPort

Eltham High school Volleyball 

Competitions:

the year 7 competition held each monday night will continue until mid-term 4.

spikezone:

spikezone or mini volleyball for Primary aged students will have their Grand Final on 
thursday, 21 August. this will be the end of the 2014 season. spikezone will resume 
around thursday, 19 February 2015.

mr thomas is on Long service Leave from monday, 1 september until the end of term 3.

special event:

the year 8 Honours teams will be going to Darebin sports complex this wednesday, 
20 August to take part in a series of practice games against schools in the northern 
suburbs. we leave school at 3.45pm and will return to the sports stadium at 7.30 pm. 
more details are on Compass.

Australian schools’ Volleyball Cup:

teams for this event, to be held between sunday, 7 and Friday, 12 December, will be 
posted on the volleyball web page this week.

Volleyball t-shirt Competition:

students are invited to submit a design for this year’s eltham High at the Australian 
Volleyball schools’ Cup t-shirt competition.

the design is for the front of the t-shirt and should have ‘eltham High Volleyball’ on it. it 
may have other wording if required.

Upcoming Sports

Wed 20 August    
middle school Football - national 
sports museum & Richmond FC
year 7 Round Robin Boys & Girls 
Basketball
year 7 Round Robin table tennis
year 8 Volleyball Honours team: 
Darebin sports Complex
3.45pm - 7.30pm

Tues 9 September 
year 8 Round Robin table tennis
year 8 Boys & Girls Basketball

Thurs 11 September
nmR - Athletics Finals

2014 volleyball Dates

16 October 
year 8 Round Robin

28 October 
northern metro Region year 8  
Boys and year 8 Girls Volleyball

29 October 
northern metro Region year 7  
Boys and year 7 Girls Volleyball

29 October 
intermediate Round Robin

28 November 
year 7 and year 8 state  
Volleyball Final

7–12 December 
Australian Volleyball schools’ Cup

eLtHAm sPorts
tIMEtABlE

http://www.scienceweek.net.au/events/
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the back of the t-shirt will be the same design as last year and reads ‘Australian 
Volleyball schools’ Cup 2014’.

the winner of the competition will get free entry to the Australian Volleyball schools’ 
Cup and a free t-shirt.  non-players are welcome to enter and could win $100 and a free 
t-shirt.

entries must be submitted to mr thomas by Friday, 22 August 2014.

Get designing!

Volleyball Photos:

Please note that many photos have been loaded onto the school volleyball web page for 
you to view. Victorian schools’ Cup team photos are there now. simply go to the eltham 
High internet page; click on ‘Volleyball’ on the right hand side. the photos are on the 
home page.

2014 Volleyball Dates:

16 october:   year 8 Round Robin

28 october:   northern metro Region year 8 Boys and year 8
   Girls Volleyball

29 october:   northern metro Region year 7 Boys and year 7
   Girls Volleyball

29 october:   intermediate Round Robin

28 november:   year 7 and year 8 state Volleyball Final

7 – 12 December:  Australian Volleyball schools’ Cup

if your child has a unique sporting moment or is selected in a state or national team 
please let us know so we can share the good news. (i have copies of the nillumbik 
sporting achievement grant application form if you require one).

GREG THOMAS. Volleyball/Elite Sports Coordinator

// StUDEnt SErvICES nEWS

Wear It Purple Day: Friday, 29 August

the goal of wear it Purple Day is for every school to be a safe space for all students, 
irrespective of their sexuality or gender identity.

eltham High school students plan to celebrate this by wearing as much purple as 
possible on Friday, 29 August

the idea behind wear it Purple Day is simple: wearing purple directly shows sexuality 
and gender diverse (sGD, or ‘rainbow’) young people that they are supported, respected 
and celebrated. we believe that all young people have the right to be proud of who they 
are and that sexuality or gender identity does not change this. we seek to empower 
sexuality and gender diverse young people to know and embrace this knowledge and 
be a part of this crucial support network.

Rainbow young people are less likely to feel afraid to be themselves at school for fear 
of discrimination, bullying, invalidation or simply due to uncertainty as to whether they 
will be supported and protected. At eltham High school, when we demonstrate as a 
school our respect for diversity by participating in wear it Purple Day, all students are 
made instantly aware that their school is an environment in which they can feel safe. it 
is an opportunity for all members of the school community to show their support and 
demonstrate that they embrace peoples’ right to be proud of who they are. wear it 
Purple Day is an opportunity for collective action, where each individual’s participation 
speaks volumes to rainbow students.

LOUISE HEATHCOTE, Student Services Leader
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//  WorKInG BEE

Sunday, 24 August

the Grounds Committee has scheduled the one and only working Bee for term 3 on 
sunday, 24 August from 9.00am to 12.30pm, with morning tea and barbeque lunch 
provided.

the June working Bee was well supported with almost 50 volunteers in attendance, 
and we look forward to the August event with similar enthusiasm.  As usual, we have 
organised a broad range of tasks to be undertaken, so please come along and make a 
difference to the learning environment of the school.

we ask that volunteers park their vehicles on the hard courts adjacent to the Library and 
then make their way to the registration table adjacent to the Canteen where a member 
of the Grounds Committee will sign them in and direct them to an appropriate task.

if you have already nominated that you are coming to this event on the Parent Volunteer 
Form you will be contacted by me in the week leading up to sunday, 24 August so that 
organisation such as catering and job allocation can be finalised prior to the event.

the following tasks have been prioritised for attention on sunday 24 August:

•	 the final stage of the deconstruction of the old sleeper wall adjacent to rooms  
 601 and 602.  Hole construction work will also continue in this area and  
 possibly some uprights can be concreted into position.

•	 Pruning,	weeding	and	mulching	needs	to	be	addressed	around	the	400’s	 
 block, as well as the area adjacent to the cricket nets.  

•	 Mowing	and	brush	cutting	needs	to	be	completed	in	a	range	of	locations	 
 across the campus.

•	 Rubbish	needs	to	be	removed	from	the	environmental	area	adjacent	to	the	 
 tennis courts.

•	 Paving	around	the	raised	box	gardens	adjacent	to	the	Stadium.

•	 Pressure	cleaning	of	pavers	around	the	memorial	garden.

•	 Installation	of	two	bin	holders	on	the	back	oval.

Please remember to bring protective clothing, hat, gloves and raincoat on the day.  

we look forward to your anticipated support on sunday, 24 August.

JOHN COATES, Grounds Committee

Join us for the Term 3 
Working Bee, Sunday  
24 August. Morning tea  
& BBQ provided.
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these are in a series of skate and BmX Comps across the northern and western suburbs. if a participant competes in more than one 
separate comp, their scores accumulate towards a possible spot in the finals at the City skate Park – “Riverslide”

some of the comps also include scooter comps.
in particular, the competition heat at our skate park in mcDonalds Road in epping is a local one which i’d like to promote! i will be 
there and i hope to have some food and maybe jumping castle as well.
there are other comps which will be local to our communities – wallan, Kinglake, Greensborough, Reservoir…
this is a great opportunity for people to participate in the competition side of things, but also a wonderful spectator opportunity. 
more info at www.skatepark.ymca.or.au 
or from our “Baseline” website: http://www.baselinewhittlesea.com/whats happening
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