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TERM 3 / WEEK 10
tuesday, 16 september 2014

DAtes to remember
End of Term 3:
Friday 19 september: 2.30pm

Start of Term 4:
monday 6 october

Curriculum Day (student Free):
Friday 24 october

Exams

year 12:
wednesday 29 october -  
Friday 21 november

year 11:
wednesday 5 november -  
wednesday 12 november

Middle School:
wednesday 19 november -  
Friday 28 november

Headstart Program (Compulsory)
Year 11 into  Year 12:
thursday 13 november -  
wednesday 26 november
Year 10 into Year 11:
monday 1 December -  
Friday 5 December

// PrinCiPal’S rEPorT

Student Achievement

Gallipoli 2015 AnZAC Day Dawn service tour:

the Victorian Government is sending 98 Victorian 
students and teacher chaperones to Gallipoli to attend 
the AnZAC Day Dawn service in 2015.

the students and teachers will join other successful 
applicants from across Australia, as well as descendants 
of those who served at Gallipoli, Australian First world 
war widows, and the thousands of Australians who were 
successful in the national ballot, in participating in the 
solemn ceremonies that will take place at Gallipoli on 
AnZAC Day next year.

i Congratulate Indigo mcKinnon (year 9, stewart House) 
on her success in being selected as one of the participants 
in this trip of a lifetime which i am sure will provide her 
with an extraordinary experience.

indigo is a young person who each day lives the school values of Pursuit of excellence; 
individuality; Creativity; social and environmental Responsibility; Respect for Diversity 
and integrity to the fullest. she has a strong sense of what is most important in the world 
in order to achieve harmony, both amongst people and with nature. indigo works hard 
to develop in others a deep understanding that the world extends beyond ourselves and 
even beyond the confines of our school community.

 

i know that indigo will be an excellent ambassador not only for our school and our 
community but also for our state and our Country and i wish her every success on the 
trip.

Chess Vic secondary Zonal Competitions:

Congratulations to cameron Yung (year 10, stewart House) who participated in the 
Chess Vic secondary Zonal Competition and represented eltham High school admirably 
once again. Cameron competed in the open Division and was awarded a Certificate of 
High Distinction and a silver medal.
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this is an outstanding achievement and i commend Cameron for his concentration, 
persistence and stamina.

over 100 students participated in the tournament representing eleven schools. A great 
effort on Cameron’s part!

‘Victorian schools slalom Kayak Championships’:

whilst max mcDonald’s (year 9, everard House) achievement in this competition was 
acknowledged in last week’s newsletter what was not mentioned was the leadership 
role that max has undertaken within the school. in responding to an ad published by 
our Junior school team Leader, mr Ross mcKinnon, max took on the challenge of the 
competition. max has found this sport exciting and very satisfying. through his initiative 
he is currently leading the process of promoting the sport within the school and is 
organising for professional coaches to visit the school and present to the student body. i 
commend max on his leadership and i look forward to more students engaging with the 
sport and representing our school and our community in competition. 

Celebration of music Concert:

Congratulations to all the students and staff that participated in the Celebration of music 
Concert on monday evening, 15 september. once again the audience was left in awe 
of the wonderful talent of our students and staff. i take this opportunity to thank all the 
parents, grandparents, family members and friends that came out to support our students 
and the instrumental music Program.  your efforts are greatly appreciated. the evening 
also gave us the opportunity to thank and farewell all of the year 12 instrumental music 
students who will shortly be completing their time at eltham High school and to remind 
them that no matter what they do or where they go they will always be part of our school, 
the music Program and our community.

in summary a great evening was had by all.

Gurrumala Homelands/Gapuwiak Community experience 2014:

on saturday, 13 september four staff and twelve students, ranging from year 7 through 
to year 11, returned from their northern Arnhem Land experience.  During their time there 
they visited both the Gurrumala Homelands and the Gapuwiak communities forging 
further links and strengthening the relationship that has been built over the years. 
when students come back from experiencing the culture and lifestyle of our indigenous 
Australians, they consistently some up the experience as being life changing. this year’s 
group of students is no different. on reflecting back on what they saw, what they did, how 
they interacted with the young people as well as the elders in the two communities, the 
students expressed just how much they had learnt from the experience and how difficult 
it was to leave their newly made friend to come back home.

Wed 17
•	year 12 RsA training
•	eHs Community Choir Rehearsal 
 (7.30pm - 9.30pm)
•	school Council meeting: 7.30pm

Thurs 18
•	year 11 HHD mercy Hospital for  
 women excursion

Fri 19
•	end of term 3: 2.30pm

Sat 20
•	France tour 2014 
 (sat 20 sept - sun 5 oct)

Fri 26
•	year 12 english Practice exam

oCToBEr

Mon 6
•	start of term 4

Tues 7
•	Business management - unit 3/4

Wed 8
•	year 11 otways surfing and 
 Bushwalking 
•	eHs Community Choir Rehearsal 
 (7.30pm - 9.30pm)

Thurs 9
•	Change minds Restival
•	world Challenge meeting: 400s 
 (3.30pm - 5.30pm)

Fri 10
•	whole school Assembly
•	Romeo and Juliet Performance

Mon 13
•	sAC week
•	VCe extended investigation oral 
 exams

Wed 15
•	middle school oe Bushwalk at 
 mount Kooyoora 
 (wed 15 - thurs 16)
•	eHs Community Choir Rehearsal 
 (7.30pm - 9.30pm)

scHool cAlenDAr
SEPTEMBEr & oCToBEr 2014
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i wish to thank Jon Baly, Diane Parry, melissa Hughes and Phil Boyd for taking on the responsibility 
of developing this invaluable experience for our students. i know that the students now want 
to share this with their friends and others across the school and the community. i particularly 
wish to acknowledge the hard work and effort put into the organisation of this trip by Jon 
Baly. Jon has been the rock and even though others have chipped in to help him with the 
organisation, the leadership provided by Jon in the way that he has linked with the Arnhem 
Land communities cannot go unnoticed. 

i also thank neville white (Latrobe university) for his support and for the support provided 
to us by the university.  this is definitely an experience to talk about for many years to come.

End of Term 3
As term 3 comes to a close i wish to thank all the staff both teaching and education support, 
as well as the maintenance team and the it technicians, for all of their hard work and 
commitment over the term. whilst i am sure that we are all exhausted we have achieved a 
great deal. our planning for 2015 is almost complete and i refer you to the special edition 
of this newsletter published on Friday, 12 september for details of the school’s direction for 
2015 and beyond.

i also want to acknowledge the hard work and commitment of all of our students. it has 
been a long but productive term. Congratulations to all students that engaged in co-
curricular activities that allowed them to balance their academic pursuits with their personal 
development.

i encourage our year 12 students to have a bit of a break but also to consolidate their learning 
in their various subjects by consistently applying themselves to a revision and study routine 
in preparation for their upcoming exams. i look forward to seeing everyone back safe and 
sound for the start of term 4 on monday, 6 october.

A reminder that students will be dismissed at 2.30pm on Friday, 19 september and request 
that parents make alternative travel arrangements for their children if need be.

VINCENT SICARI, Principal

// aSSiSTanT PrinCiPal’S rEPorT

Subject Selection and Planning for 2015

year 9 2015:

A reminder to all parents and students that an amended subject selection Planning Form 
has been created to allow for more flexibility when choosing a course of study. this has been 
emailed along with instructions to all students. it is also available via Compass.

All classes have been visited to ensure that the process is clear and i encourage anyone who 
needs clarification to seek advice from the middle school team.

students are required to enter their choices online by tuesday ,7 october.

senior school 2015:

Consultation with students who have not been able to be placed in their preferred subjects 
will begin this week. Classes are not always able to be run and depending on student numbers, 
spaces may not always be available. students will be advised of alternative subjects available 
by members of the senior school team and as soon as they are available, courses will be 
published. this also applies to students who have elected to undertake an enhancement 
subject as part of their course.

Curriculum Day Term 4

Please note that a Curriculum Day has been scheduled for Friday, 24 october. this day is a 
student free day and will allow us to continue planning for the major changes that will occur 
in many subjects for next year. i look forward to reporting back on our progress for this day in 
future editions of this newsletter.

TIM NATOLI, Assistant Principal

cAnteen
roSTEr & MEnu

roSTEr For SEPTEMBEr
Wed 17
•	Tania	Weddle 
•	Debbie	Wood

Thurs 17
•	Violette	Saro 
•	Angela	Spremic

Fri 18
•	Petra	Leaford 
•	Michelle	Francis

roSTEr For oCToBEr
Mon 6
•	Desiree smith
•	michelle/Paul spotswood

Tues 7
•	Belinda Cavaleri
•	Linda Bird

uPCoMinG MEnu
Wed: Homemade wedges
Thurs: Hamburgers
Fri: open for morning tea & Drinks at  
Lunch
Mon 6 oct: nachos
Tues 7 oct: warm Chicken salad
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// MiddlE SCHool

Subject Selections for Year 9 in  2015

the online subject selections for year 9 in 2015 is now open.

All students will have received an individual email which includes their access code and 
the web link for the online course selection form.

selections can be changed online at any time up until the closing date.

A printed and signed copy of your selections must be submitted to the middle school 
office by no later than 3.30pm on tuesday , 7 october 2014.

if you have any queries or need assistance, please do not hesitate to contact the middle 
school team.

JODIE SUTTON, Middle School Leader

// CarEErS

Year 9 Work Experience 2014: Monday, 1 December - Friday, 12 December

All year students have been sent a copy of the arrangement form, travel and accommodation 
form (if necessary) and an employer file to work through for possible placements. Forms 
are also available from outside the Careers office and completed forms should be placed 
in the box provided. 

Any student not 15 is still able to find a placement at a pre-school or Primary school as 
all staff have ‘working with Children Checks’ completed. the other option is for a private 
arrangement with an employer, however, the worksafe insurance is covered by the 
employer and not the education Department.

Work Experience Opportunities for 2015

Austin Health:

Applications are now open and can be accessed via the link below. Please hand in the 
completed forms to mr Pringle. successful applicants will be notified by e-mail.

http://www.austin.org.au/HR/workexperience/

national Gallery of Victoria:

the national Gallery of Victoria offers a limited number of one week work experience 
placements for secondary school students. the placements range from our education 
Department to Front of House, nGV members, Registration and nGV shops. work 
experience in any one facet of the nGV cannot be guaranteed. Please access the following 
application link

http://www.ngv.vic.gov.au/about-us/people-and-projects/work-experience-form/_nocache

Year 12 Tertiary Applications for 2015 and the VTAC Process

VtAC information sessions are currently available for year 12 students. it is important 
that every student, irrespective of their plans, attends a session to be fully informed 
of the opportunities available and the application process. the special entry Access 
scheme (seAs) will also be covered along with important dates for submitting supporting 
statements. if the application process is completed by tuesday, 30 september then a cost 
of $26 applies but beyond that the cost rises dramatically. once the application process is 
completed the student may return to their account as they wish to add, remove or re-order 
their selections. this option remains active until monday, 22 December.

La Trobe Vice-Chancellors Scholarship 2015

interested students should indicate via email to pri@elthamhs.vic.edu.au they will then be 
forwarded the application form to complete and return to the Careers office. the final date 
for applications is Friday, 10 october.

the pool of applications will be assessed by the VCe team and Careers Coordinator and 
two nominees will be selected. if the first nominee student does not accept the scholarship 
offer or takes a place at another institution then the second student will receive it.

eltHAm Hs clubs
WHY noT GET involvEd!

Chess Club
when: wednesday 
Location: Library 
time: Lunchtime

drama
when: tuesday (Junior) 
thursday (senior) 
Location: 111 Drama space 
time: 3.30pm – 5.00pm
George Franklin 
Art/Technology KLA Coordinator

drawing Club
when: thursday 
Location: Room 168 
time: Lunchtime
Melissa Hughes 
Coach: Whole School  
Professional Growth

EHS Swimming Club
when: thursday 
Location: eltham Leisure Centre 
time: 7.00am – 8.00am
Phil Boyd 
Junior School Coordinator

interschool debating Team
when: monday 
Location: Room 142 
time: Lunchtime
Leanne Ipsen 
Debating Coordinator

Knitting & Crochet Club
when: wednesday 
Location: Room 156 
time: Lunchtime
Julie McDonald 
Science

Manga & anime Club
when: thursday 
Location: Room 156 
time: Lunchtime
Melissa Hughes 
Coach: Whole School  
Professional Growth

http://www.austin.org.au/HR/Workexperience/
http://www.ngv.vic.gov.au/about-us/people-and-projects/work-experience-form/_nocache
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the eligible courses on offer are almost the same as last year, with the only exclusions 
being: Physiotherapy, Dentistry, Dietetics, speech Pathology and Law (at the melbourne 
campus).

ROSS PRINGLE, Careers and Pathways Coordinator

// MuSiCal noTES

Celebration of Music Concert

A wonderful concert which showcased our large ensembles.  the hard work put in by 
students, staff and parents is highlighted by the achievements of these groups.  special 
thanks to the ‘Friends of music’ Group for their continued support, not only at this concert, 
but throughout the year. Congratulations to all!  

it is also a time to acknowledge the dedication of our year 12 students; a little different this 
year as they are not disbanding at the end of this term but those heading on the usA tour 
will keep rehearsing as a group.

Australian National Band and Orchestra Directors Association Conference

our symphonic Band performed at the Australian national Band and  orchestra Directors 
Association Conference on sunday, 14 september.

they presented a clinic on repertoire by Australian composers. the symphonic Band will 
also be presenting this clinic in Chicago in December.  

Auditions

Again, some delay due to the tour, but students can ask their teacher about this year’s 
process.

General Housekeeping

Consent online:

the music Department would appreciate that, when an event is put online, parents please 
give consent promptly.  the delay means more paperwork!

Absent from ensemble rehearsal?: 

Please let the music Department know by giving parent approval via Compass; an email to 
Jill Browne would also be very helpful.

our music secretary, Jill Browne, is away this week, but any ‘non-emergency’ enquiries can 
be emailed to her at bro@elthamhs.vic.edu.au for attention next term.  urgent matters, 
please contact our music Director, Rick Plummer, on 9430 5170 or email plu@elthamhs.
vic.edu.au

RICK PLUMMER, Music Director

extrAcurrIculAr 
ClaSSES & TuTorialS

Extra Maths Help
when: tuesday
Location: Room 706
time: 3.10pm – 4.00pm

Mrs Milner
maths KLA Coordinator

Homework Club
when: monday
Location: Room 908
time: 3.15pm - 4.00pm

Kimberley Starr
Junior School Coordinator

Japanese language Classes
when: Friday
Location: Room 136
time: 8.10am – 8.45am

Melissa Hughes
Coach: Whole School  
Professional Growth

Smart not Scattered
Before school support group 
to assist students with time 
management and organisation 
skills.

when: wednesday
Location: Room 154
time: 8.10am – 8.45am

Melissa Hughes
Coach: Whole School  
Professional Growth

Smart not Scattered - Year 7
A group for year 7 students 
wishing to get on top of their 
time management, goal setting 
and organisation.

when: wednesday
Location: Room 154
time: Lunchtime

Melissa Hughes
Coach: Whole School  
Professional Growth

Tournament of Minds
when: thursday
Location: Room 154
time: Lunchtime

Melissa Hughes
Coach: Whole School  
Professional Growth

emailto:plu@elthamhs.vic.edu.au
emailto:plu@elthamhs.vic.edu.au
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// ParEnTS and CarErS

Changes to the Education Maintenance Allowance for 2015 

the Victorian Government recognises that students from disadvantaged backgrounds 
require additional support to have the opportunity to excel. 

in the 2013 school Reform agreement signed with the Commonwealth, the Victorian 
Government committed to change the way it helps low income families with education 
expenses.

By making this change, Victoria was able to secure a record increase in education funding 
which will benefit all students, and in particular those from disadvantaged backgrounds.

the emA program will cease at the end of 2014.

For more information about the changes to the emA, see: education maintenance 
Allowance:

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/about/department/vic_emafact.pdf

// SPorT

Eltham High school Volleyball 

mr thomas is on Long service Leave from monday, 1 september until the end of term 3.

Competitions:

the year 7 competition held each monday night will continue until mid-term 4.

spikezone:

Congratulations to all Primary school kids on a successful season of mini volleyball. 
spikezone will resume around thursday 19 February 2015.

Australian Volleyball schools Cup:

teams for this event, to be held between sunday, 7 and Friday, 12 December have been 
posted on the Volleyball web page this week. scroll down to the home page to ‘teams for 
Australian Volleyball schools Cup’.  A download of the information given to students this 
week also appears on the Volleyball web page if you click on ‘downloads’. this document 
gives detailed information about the event and when payments need to made by. A $100 
deposit must be returned, with the t-shirt order form, by the end of this term.

Volleyball Photos:

Please note that many photos have been loaded onto the school volleyball web page for 
you to view. Victorian schools’ Cup team photos are there now. simply go to the eltham 
High internet page; click on ‘Volleyball’ on the right hand side. the photos are on the 
home page.

2014 Volleyball Dates:

16 october:  year 8 Round Robin

28 october:  northern metro Region year 8 Boys and year 8
  Girls Volleyball

29 october:  northern metro Region year 7 Boys and year 7
  Girls Volleyball

29 october:  intermediate Round Robin

28 november:  year 7 and year 8 state Volleyball Final

7 – 12 December: Australian Volleyball schools’ Cup

if your child has a unique sporting moment or is selected in a state or national team 
please let us know so we can share the good news. (i have copies of the nillumbik sporting 
achievement grant application form if you require one).  email: tho@elthamhs.vic.edu.au

GREG THOMAS. Volleyball/Elite Sports Coordinator

PArent
inForMaTion

Compass Parent Portal 
Log into for Information on:
•	end of year 12 events
•	Living spirit Fellowship
•	space Camp instalment Due
•		Term	4	Inter-Sport	Round	Robin	

sign-ups
•		Year	9	2015	Handbook
•		Year	9	2015	Subject	Selections 

now open

School Term dates
teRm 3:
Finishes Friday 19 september: 
2.30pm 
teRm 4:
starts monday 06 october

Finishes: year 12
wednesday 22 october 

Finishes: year 11
Friday 31 october 

Finishes: year 7 and year 8
Friday 19 December: 2.30pm

2015:
teRm 1:
starts:
thursday 29 January
(years 7, 11 and 12)

Friday 30 January
(years 8, 9 and 10)

School absences
All Junior, middle & senior school 
absences can now be reported to:
9430 5299

(24 hour answering service)
Please advise: name of child,  
year level, reason for absence  
and length of absence.

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/about/department/vic_emafact.pdf
mailto:tho@elthamhs.vic.edu.au
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Athletics

the Diamond Valley Athletic Club invites any student interested in a season of track and 
Field athletics to come along to a trials and Registration Afternoon:

when:    saturday, 4 october 2014

Location:   willinda Park, Greensborough (melways 21 A4) 

time:    1.00pm

the club also welcomes interested athletes to join in club training sessions at willinda 
Park on tuesday and thursday afternoons from 5.00pm. Athletes will find qualified 
coaches on hand to assist with their preparation. 

For further information, check out the club website www.valleyaths.org or contact max 
Balchin on 0409 350 280.

the season of competition with Athletics Victoria commences on saturday, 11 october 
2014 and is open to women and men from under 14s through to open age.

MAX BALCHIN, Secretary Diamond Valley Athletic Club

// STudEnT SErviCES

Student Wellbeing Programs: Term 4

Due to the success of ‘my Friends’ and the ‘Girls Group’ in term 2 and 3, student services 
is offering students the opportunity to participate in these programs in term 4. so, if you 
are in the Junior school and would like to be involved in any of the two programs running 
on a weekly basis, please see eva in student services.

“my Friends” youth Resiliency Program - year 7 Boys and Girls:

this program is geared towards helping students develop social skills and emotional 
competency.

students learn to:

•		Manage	stress

•		Manage	anxiety/depression

•		Develop	helpful	thinking

•		Become	aware	of	their	thoughts	feelings	and	those	of	others

•		Make	and	keep	friends

Personal Development for Girls - year 7 and year 8 Girls:

A girl specific program aimed at providing support, social interaction and belonging. if 
you are wish to enhance your social skills, become a better friend and manage challenges 
at school and at home, then this might be the right program for you.

students participate in weekly sessions aimed at:

•		Boosting	self-esteem/	confidence

•		Expressing	yourself	

•		Personal	reflection	and	building	self-awareness

•		Learning	to	care	for	oneself	and	others

we also attend excursions and participate in nature walks now that the weather is shaping 
up!

Please see eva natsis to register your interest!

EVA NATSIS, Student Support Worker

eltHAm sPorts
TiMETaBlE

2014 volleyball dates

16 October 
year 8 Round Robin

28 October 
northern metro Region year 8  
Boys and year 8 Girls Volleyball

29 October 
northern metro Region year 7  
Boys and year 7 Girls Volleyball

29 October 
intermediate Round Robin

28 November 
year 7 and year 8 state  
Volleyball Final

7–12 December 
Australian Volleyball schools’ Cup

Yoga at Eltham High

WEdnESdaYS 4.45pm
* Dynamic yoga for a strong and 
supple 
  body.  
* Restorative postures to focus and  
  calm your mind.  
* Deep Relaxation for peace and  
  contentment.
* ease stress and re-energise.
teachers, students, parents and 
friends of all ages and abilities 
welcome.

Wed 8 oct – 10 dec 2014

1 hour sessions in Room 408

mats, blocks, belts, blankets, restful 
music and friendly instruction 
provided.
wear your stretchy comfy clothing, 
bring your mostly empty tummy 
and enjoy your new-found calm and 
energy!
Come & try $15  (students $12)
10 week Course $125  
(students $100)
more info:
http://www.geniuswellbeing.com.
au/elthamhigh.html
enquiries to Gillian Lazenby:
mail@geniuswellbeing.com.au  
or 0425 860 170

http://www.geniuswellbeing.com.au/elthamhigh.html
http://www.geniuswellbeing.com.au/elthamhigh.html
mailto:mail@geniuswellbeing.com.au
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Tuning in to Teens
emotionally Intelligent Parenting

A seven-session parenting program 
for parents of adolescents aged from 10-16 years

would you like to learn how to:
•	 be	better	at	talking	with	your	teen?
•	 be	better	at	understanding	your	teen?
•	 help	your	teen	learn	to	manage	their	emotions?	
•	 help	to	prevent	behaviour	problems	in	your	teen?
•	 teach	your	teen	to	deal	with	conflict?

tuning in to teens

shows you how to help your teen develop emotional intelligence.

Adolescents with higher emotional intelligence:
•	 are	more	aware,	assertive	and	strong	in	situations	of	peer	pressure
•	 have	greater	success	with	making	friends	and	are	more	able	to	manage 
 conflict with peers
•	 are	more	able	to	cope	when	upset	or	angry
•	 have	fewer	mental	health	and	substance	abuse 
 difficulties
•	 have	more	stable	and	satisfying	relationships	as	 
 adults
•	 have	greater	career	success	–	
•	 Emotional	intelligence	may	be	a	better	predictor	of	 
 academic and career success than iQ!

Where:  eltham High school
  30-60 Withers Way, eltham
When: tuesdays 14 oct - 25 nov 2014
  7.00 - 9.00pm
cost:  $160 / $240 couples for 7 x 2hr sessions

For all enquiries or to make a booking please call: 
Kate Culy - 0404 042 789 or Jodie Harris - 0412 822 858   
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For details please visit our website:
www.yarracity.vic.gov.au/youth-services

www.yarracity.vic.gov.au/youth-services
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on behalf of the ‘Friends of music’ Group, our thanks 
to those who sponsored gifts for the 
celebration of music concert raffle
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