TERM 3 / WEEK 9
Tuesday, 08 September 2015

End of Term 3:

DATES to remember

Friday, 18 September: 2.30pm

Thursday, 10 September:

Start of Term 4:

Year 12 Community Safety/Police
Presentation & Valedictory Rehearsal
(Compulsory): 1.30pm - 3.10pm
Monday, 14 September:
End of Year Celebration Concert

Monday, 5 October

School Based Immunisation Program
HPV Vaccine (Year 7) - Dose 3:
Wednesday, 14 October

Tuesday, 13 October:
Whole School Assembly

Curriculum Day (Student Free):
Friday, 23 October

Wednesday, 21 October:
Year 12 Last Day
Thursday, 22 October:
Year 12 Breakfast and Formal
Sunday, 25 October:
Working Bee
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// Principal’s Report
Student Achievement
Royal South Street Music Competitions:
I was very fortunate over the weekend to be in the audience at Her Majesty’s
Theatre in Ballarat on both Friday night and Saturday night to witness a number of
performances and to enjoy the wonderful music made by a range of students from a
variety of different schools. I felt even more honoured and proud of the performances
of our students; those who are members of the Stage Band (Friday night) and those
who are members of the Symphonic Band (Saturday night). It was great to hear just
how much they have developed throughout the year and to be privy to their talent,
hard work, level of discipline and commitment which were nothing short of amazing.
The end of the night just affirmed the outstanding performances of both the Stage
Band and the Symphonic Bands with both bands being awarded first place. Whist the
end result was very pleasing it was the process which both nurtured and developed
these young musicians in order for them to achieve such high levels of performance
which was the real reward.
Similarly, throughout the week a number of outstanding performances were
presented by the various bands and ensembles. The results are outlined below. I really
feel humbled by the fabulous talent of our students and staff. I congratulate them all;
every student in the Music program through to every teacher, each conductor and of
course the Director of Music, Mr Rick Plummer, for his musicianship and leadership
of the Eltham High School Program. I also take this opportunity to acknowledge the
parents who are really the backbone of the program; you ensure that your children
practise at home and arrive to rehearsals and performances on time. I also wish to
acknowledge our Alumni who every year travel to Royal South Street to support the
next group of young musicians throughout their performances.
A member of the audience at Royal South Street and past student (Class of 1964)
conveyed this message to me:
“Dear Mr Sicari
As an ex-student (1964), who now lives in Ballarat, I was thrilled to be in attendance,
as a volunteer, for some of the sessions that your Music groups competed in at the
Eisteddfod last week. I was tempted to find my badge and wear it with pride.
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The music that the groups performed was amazing, especially the performance on
Saturday evening, where the students were challenged, especially with the last piece,
which received a rousing reception.

SEPTEMBER 2015

I was impressed with the demeanour of the students, their uniforms (in a non-uniform
school I read), and impressed with the number of supporters who travelled up to
support the group.

Wed 9
• NAB Inspiration Program
• EHS Community Choir Rehearsal
(7.30pm - 9.00pm)
Thurs 10
• Training Band Extended Rehearsal
• World Suicide Prevention Day 2015
• Year 12 Community Safety/Police
Presentation and Valedictory
Rehearsal: 1.30pm - 3.10pm
Fri 11
• Active for Life: Boxercise
• Year 12 OES - Mitchell River Rafting
(Fri 11 - Sun 13)

I will certainly be volunteering to help at the Eisteddfod next year, so I can experience
wonderful music, and hopefully, see Eltham on Her Majesty’s stage again.”
Kind regards
Jenny Talbett-Rowe (Jenny George, 1964)
This year our students received the following accolades:
The following ensembles achieved first place in their sections:
Symphonic Band
Stage Band
Concert Band
Jazz Band

Sat 12
• NASA Space Camp 2015
(Sat 12 - Tues 29)

Intermediate Band

Mon 14
• End of Year Celebration Concert
• Year 9 Oaktree Foundation
Presentation

Saxophone Quartet

Thurs 15
• Year 9 Oaktree Foundation
• Year 9 Recreational Activity:
Boxing
Presentation
Wed 16
• Year 11 OES - Otways Camp
(Wed 16 - Thurs 17)
• EHS Community Choir Rehearsal
(7.30pm - 9.00pm)
• School Council Meeting: 7.30pm 9.30pm
Thurs 17
• SBAT Trade Tester for Yer 9 & 10
	Students
• Year 10 OES - Mt Kooyoora
(Thurs 17 - Fri 18)
Fri 18
• How Came That Blood Melbourne
Fringe (Fri 18 - Mon 28)
• End of Term 3: 2.30pm
Mon 21
• Indonesian Immersion Trip 2015
(Mon 21 Sept - Sat 3 Oct)
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Eltham High has come such a long way from the days of Gilbert and Sullivan, but I
always look back at my involvement in three productions, and thank Don Grant and the
School for introducing me to the joy of theatre, which became a large part of my life.

Clarinet Ensemble
Percussion Ensemble

Saxophone Quintet
The following ensembles were awarded second place in their section:
Junior String
Senior Strings
Flute Ensemble
Clarinet Quartet
Brass Ensemble were awarded third place
Junior Jazz Band received an honourable mention
Choir were awarded fourth place.
End of Year Celebration of Music Concert: Monday, 14 September:
The end of year Celebration of Music Concert will take place on Monday, 14 September
at 7.30 pm at the George Wood Performing Arts Centre at Yarra Valley Grammar
School. This is not a performance to miss so if you are still to book tickets please make
sure you do so ASAP so that you will not miss out and be disappointed.
Victorian Schools Whitewater Championships:
Congratulations to Max McDonald (Year 10, Everard House) who participated in the
2015 Victorian Schools’ Whitewater Championships which were held on September 5
and 6 at Warrandyte. The 3km downriver race between Jumping Creek to Warrandyte
Bridge took place on Saturday and the slalom events took place on Sunday. Max
represented Eltham high School in these events. Max won the Boys 16 year old
downriver race and the Boys 16 year old K1 slalom race. He also entered a team
event with two fellow paddlers and they were awarded a first place medal for that
event as well. I wish Max all the very best as he continues to develop and further his
engagement with this sport.
A holiday program is offered by The Melbourne Canoe Club. This can be accessed
through the following page:
http://melbourne.canoe.org.au/2015/08/19/spring-holiday-paddlepower-programregister-now/
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An amazing challenge and achievement – travelling the Kakoda Track:
Sat 26
• Summit to Sea Expedition
(Sat 26 Sept - Fri 16 Oct)
Mon 28
• Blood Bank

Congratulations to David Cavaleri (Year 7, Stewart House) who on Saturday 22
August, 2015 set out with his father to complete the infamous Kokoda Track in Papua
New Guinea. After seven days, they completed the 96km journey in the footsteps of
Australian soldiers during World War II. At 12 years old, David is one of the youngest to
have completed the entire track while carrying his own backpack. This is an outstanding
achievement for one so young both physically and intellectually to comprehend the
meaning of such an adventure.

OCTOBER 2015
Mon 5
• Start of Term 4
Wed 7
• EHS Community Choir Rehearsal
(7.30pm - 9.00pm)
Fri 9
• Active for Life: Lawn Bowls
Sun 11
• School for Student Leadership
Gnurad Gundidj
(Sun 11 Oct - Sat 12 Dec)
Mon 12
• Business Management Revision
Lecture
• 11VKO02 Excursion to Langham
Hotel
Tues 13
• Whole School Assembly
• 11VKO01 Exursion to Langham

“It was tough and challenging but I’m glad I had the opportunity to do it with my dad.
It was a great bonding experience. It also made me realise how lucky we are.” David
Cavaleri, Year 7

School Drama Performances

Wed 14
• Year 7 School Based Immunisation
Program - Dose 3
• EHS Community Choir Rehearsal
(7.30pm - 9.00pm)

A number of Drama performances are taking place this week in the Drama Centre. I
refer you to the information in a further section of this newsletter. These are also
performances that you do not want to miss and places are limited on each night. Get in
early in order not to miss out.

Thurs 15
• Romeo & Juliet Performance 2015
• Swim Squad Lap-a-thon

It is with great sadness that I communicate the passing of past student / past parent
and celebrated artist Piers Dudley-Bateman who tragically lost his life in a sailing
misadventure last weekend. Piers’ work features in galleries in Australia and overseas,
including the Red Hill Gallery in Brisbane, Eltham South Fine Art and the Shanghai
Contemporary Art Fair.

Fri 16
• Active for Life: Golf
Wed 21
• Active for Life: Squash
• 12VKO01 Tour & Lunch at William
	Ingliss Institute
• Year 12 Last Day
• EHS Community Choir Rehearsal
(7.30pm - 9.00pm)
• School Council Meeting: 7.30pm 9.30pm

Note of condolences

His art also hangs on the walls of the Reserve Bank of Australia, Melbourne University
and the conference room in the Australian Embassy in Washington.
Our most sincere condolences are extended to his son Will (past student) and to all
other members of his family.

VINCENT SICARI, Principal

Thurs 22
• Year 12 Breakfast and Formal
Fri 23
• Curriculum Day (Student Free)

3

Community News

canteen
Roster & Menu
ROSTER FOR SEPTEMBER 2015
Wed 9
• Sasha Patullo
• Tania Weddle
Thurs 10
• Violette Saro
• Angela Spremic
Fri 11
• Cindy Geyer
• Narelle Hart
Mon 14
• Josephine Turner
• Kendra Whiteman
Tues 15
• Sophia Kokkolis
• Sharyn Dimech

UPCOMING MENU
Wed: Fried Rice
Thurs: Warm Chicken Salad
Fri: Hamburgers
Mon: Homemade Wedges
Tues: Spaghetti Bolognaise

// Assistant Principal’s Report
School Based Immunisation Program - 3rd Visit: Wednesday, 14 October
The following Year 7 vaccination will be taking place at school on Wednesday, 14
October:
HPV Vaccine – Dose 3: Year 7

Course Planning for 2016
Across the coming weeks, students in Years 9 to 12 may be contacted by the relevant
level office where subjects they have chosen may not be running or where clashes have
occurred. In these cases, students will be offered a range of other subjects from which
they can choose. In most cases at VCE level, we have been able to create courses for
students using their first preferences. In some cases we have been required to use a
reserve preference in their course and in a small number of cases additional subjects
will need to be selected. As soon as this process is completed students and families will
be notified of their draft course via email. This is a period of high workload for the Senior
and Middle School teams and I would request that students are patient while all courses
are resolved. Students will have their courses well in advance of the booklists being
released and will be in their correct classes for the Headstart program.

Enhancement Program
Enhancement applications have now been processed and are being used in the
course planning process for 2016. In some cases, students have not been approved
for an Enhancement subjects. These decisions have been made carefully based on the
students’ best interests and they will be notified of this, both in person and in writing
in the coming week. Should students have any queries regarding this process they can
contact either myself or Ross McKinnon (Head of Middle School).

Curriculum Day (Student Free): Friday, 23 October
A reminder, that our final Curriculum Day will be held on Friday, 23 October. Having the
time to review curriculum delivered during 2015, as well as planning for 2016, is highly
valuable to staff and I look forward to reporting back regarding the outcomes of the day.

This will be a student free day.

End of Year Celebration Concert: Monday, 14 September
Finally, I would like to thank all people who are attending next week’s Celebration
Concert. It is a sellout, and if our recent performances at South Street are anything to
go by, it will be a fantastic evening. We have been lucky enough to be sponsored by a
number of highly acclaimed Arts organisations for our raffle on the night (Australian
Chamber Orchestra, MSO and the Flinders Quartet) and I would encourage you to have
a look at their advertisements later in this newsletter.

Tim Natoli, Assistant Principal

4

Community News

ELTHAM HS CLUBS
WHY NOT GET INVOLVED!
Drama
When: Tuesday (Junior)
Thursday (Senior)
Location: 111 Drama Space
Time: 3.30pm – 5.00pm

// Middle School
Duke of Edinburgh Award
This year approximately 40 Year 9 students are working to achieve their Bronze Duke
of Edinburgh's award. This internationally recognized award requires students to meet
specified targets in the areas of Service, Skills, Physical Recreation and Adventurous
Journeys.

George Franklin
Drama/Coach Critical & Creative
Thinking
EHS Swimming Club
When: Thursday
Location: Eltham Leisure Centre
Time: 7.00am – 8.00am
Phil Boyd
EHS Swimming Club Coordinator
Interschool Debating Team
When: Monday
Location: Room 301
Time: Lunchtime
Leanne Ipsen
Debating Coordinator
Manga & Anime Club
When: Thursday
Location: Room 156
Time: Lunchtime
Ute Leiner
Art

Last week the first group of students completed the first of their Adventurous Journeys
(a training trip preceding their assessment trip in November). Students completed
an overnight bushwalk in the Brisbane Ranges, developing skills such as packing and
carrying a pack, selecting and cooking meals on a lightweight bushwalking stove and
employing minimum impact bushwalking techniques. The weather was relatively kind,
allowing students to focus on their camp craft skills without being distracted by the
weather.

ROSS MCKINNON, Middle School Leader

Photography, Visual Design &
Creativity Club
When: Thursday
Location: Room 601
Time: Lunchtime
Artek Halpern-Laurence
Year 12, Andrew House
PRISIM
(People - Respecting - Indvidual’s Sexuality - Identity - Movement)
When: Tuesday (fortnightly)
Location: Room 156
Time: Lunchtime
Louise Heathcote
Student Services Leader
Tournament of Minds
When: Tuesday (Year 7 - 10)
Location: Room 154
Time: Lunchtime
Loren Clarke
Tournament of Minds Coordinator
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extra curricular
classes & tutorials

// Careers
YEAR 9

Extra Maths Help

Year 9 Work Experience 2015 - Monday, 7 - Friday, 11 December:

When: Tuesday
Location: Room 706
Time: 3.10pm – 4.00pm

Students are required to complete one week of placement from Monday, 7 – Friday, 11
December. Students have been provided with forms electronically, but can also obtain
copies from outside the Careers Office. There is the standard Placement Form along
with a Transport/Accommodation Form, if necessary. They have also been provided
with a list in PDF form of previous employers, by occupation, to assist in finding a
placement. Forms need to be returned by Friday, 27 November.

Briony Turner
Maths KLA Coordinator
Homework Club - Year 7
When: Wednesday
Location: Room 142
Time: Lunchtime
Ashlea Oates
English/Integration Studies Teacher
IT Support - Year 7
Get to know your surface Pro 3
When: Wednesday
Location: Room 140
Time: Lunchtime
Katie Reed
ICT Leader
Smart not Scattered - Year 7
A group for Year 7 students
wishing to get on top of their
time management, goal setting
and organisation.

Please note, students who are not 15 years old will be restricted to placements at a
kindergarten, pre-school or primary school. Alternatively, private arrangements can be
made by the family in seeking a placement.
For students competing in the Australian Volleyball Schools’ Cup, they are able to
complete their placement prior to the scheduled week.

General
Austin Health Placements 2016 (Year 10 - 12):
Applications are now open for 2016 and the form can be accessed at http://www.
austin.org.au/HR/Workexperience/.
The completed form needs to be returned to the Careers Office for processing. You will
then go into the pool of applicants and the Banyule /Nillumbik Learning Network will
coordinate allocation of places.

ROSS PRINGLE, Careers/Pathways

When: Wednesday
Location: Room 142
Time: Lunchtime
Ashlea Oates
English/Integration Studies Teacher
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Parent
information

// Drama
Scrambled Prince Theatre Presents’How CameThat Blood’

Compass Parent Portal
Log into for Information on:
• Tuning in to Teens: Emotionally
	Intelligent Parenting
• World Suicide Prevention Day 2015
• Year 7 School Based Immunisation
Program - 3rd Visit
• Year 7 Attendance
• Year 12, 2015 End of Year Events &
VTAC Advice

School Term Dates

TERM 3:
Finishes: Friday 18 September: 2.30pm
TERM 4:
Starts: Monday 5 October
Finishes: Thursday 17 December:
2.30pm

The Cliff and Wyrd Sisters
The Junior and Senior Drama Ensembles are presenting two plays on Tuesday,
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday of this week at 7.00 pm in the Drama room.
The Junior play is The Cliff, a rewriting of a 19th century Russian play. A tourist becomes
stranded on a cliff face, and as he suffers through the attentions of his ‘would be’
rescuers he becomes a tourist attraction in his own right.
After a short interval with refreshments available, the Senior ensemble will present
Wyrd Sisters, (Copyright Terry Pratchett and Stephen Briggs); theatrical adaption of
the Discworld novel where a lot of tropes familiar from Macbeth are transformed by
Terry Pratchett’s magical world view.
Tickets are $5 and $10 available at the door.

Ay Mis Hijoss
The Scrambled Eggs Year 8 performance group will perform Ay Mis Hijoss; written and
directed by Liv Smith (Year 11, Stewart House), choreography by Brianna Eastaway
(Year 11, Everard House) at the Montsalvat Festival on Sunday, 13 September at 11.30am
and 2.30pm. This is a lovely, challenging allegorical work about children behind wire.
Festival tickets from Montsalvat.

GEORGE FRANKLIN, Drama/Coach: Critical & Creative Thinking
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ELTHAM SPORTS
TIMETABLE

// Sport
Eltham High School Volleyball

September 2015

Australian Volleyball Schools’ Cup:

Thurs 10
• NMR Athletics

Details of this year’s event are now available. Teams and details have been posted on the
Volleyball notice board in the Stadium foyer and on the Volleyball web page. Team lists
can be viewed if you select “Teams for Australian Volleyball Schools’ Cup” and details
for parents are also available under downloads on the Volleyball page.

October 2015
Tues 13
• Year 8 Volleyball Round Robin
Tues 20
• SSV Athletics
Wed 28
• 2016 Intermediate Round Robin

Volleyball Australia has raised the entry fees again; we unfortunately have to pass these
on to students taking part. This year it will cost students $350 to take part ($320 if you
have a brother or sister playing also).
If you are intending to take part, please return the $100 deposit and T-shirt order form
to the school cashier by the end of this term (Friday, 18 September).
Please note that the compass event shows cost as “0”. This is because we can only list
one cost (the deposit is due by Friday, 18 September and the balance is due by Friday,
13 November). Due to this parents can’t pay on compass. Please pay by credit card,
B-pay or at the cashier.
2015 Volleyball Dates:
13th October:

Year 8 Volleyball Round Robin

27th October:

Year 8 Northern Zone

28th October:

Year 7 Northern Zone

28th October:

Intermediate 2016 Round Robin

12th November:

Year 8 State Volleyball

13th November:

Year 7 State Volleyball

6th–11th December: Australian Volleyball Schools’ Cup
If your child has a unique sporting moment or is selected in a state or National team
please let us know so we can share the good news. (I have copies of the Nillumbik
sporting achievement grant application form if you require one). Email: tho@elthamhs.
vic.edu.au
GREG THOMAS, Volleyball/Elite Sports Coordinator

Athletics
The Diamond Valley Athletic Club invites any student interested in a season of Track &
Field athletics to come along to a TRIALS AND REGISTRATION AFTERNOON:
When:		

Sunday, 4 October 2015

Time:		

1.00pm

Location:

Willinda Park, Greensborough (Melways 21 A4)

The club also welcomes interested athletes to join in club training sessions at Willinda
Park on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons from 5.00pm. Athletes will find qualified
coaches on hand to assist with their preparation.
For further information, check out the club website www.valleyaths.org or contact Max
Balchin on 0409 350 280.
The season of competition with Athletics Victoria commences on Saturday, 10 October
2015 and is open to women and men from Under 14’s through to open age.

MAX BALCHIN, Secretary, Diamond Valley Athletic Club
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// Musical Notes

Tennis at Eltham High
Term 3
• Lessons available from Monday to
Friday
• We focus on our students learning in
a fun, social environment and at the
same time developing their tennis
and hand eye co-ordination skills.
• We have highly trained and qualified
coaches
• Have lessons straight after school at
the school
For more information please call 9432
3706
Web: http://www.toplinetennis.com/
Email: info@toplinetennis.com

A reminder that more detailed information regarding our upcoming concerts can be
found on Compass. This is a very important period for the Music Department, so please
ensure you have all the details for the upcoming performances in your diaries.

End of Year Celebration Concert: Monday, 14 September
Please be advised that the tickets have now sold out. However, you can see the concert
via the livestream: http://event.5stream.com/5903

Singing Lessons
If any student is interested in singing lessons on a Tuesday after school, our new voice
teacher has places available. Please contact the Music Office for more details.
If you have any queries about the Music Program, please contact the Music Office on
9430 5127 or email Jane, our Music Secretary, at nio@elthamhs.vic.edu.au

RICK PLUMMER, Music Director

// Student Services News
World Suicide Prevention Day 2015: Thursday, 10 September
“Walk out of the Dark into the Light”
On Thursday, 10 September at lunchtime Student Services will be extending an invitation
to all EHS students and staff to join them for a casual stroll around the front oval. It will
be a simple event, to raise awareness as to how important it is for us to feel we are
connected and that someone cares enough to ask the simple question..... 'R U OK?'
For more information, please go to: http://wspd.org.au/
In 2015, the international theme of World Suicide Prevention Day is ‘Preventing Suicide:
Reaching Out and Saving Lives’. It is speaking up to reduce the stigma around talking
about suicide prevention safely. It is about standing up to make a positive impact on
our mental health and wellbeing. It is about being self-informed and aware of support
and services available to all those touched by suicide and those building a resilient
community to prevent suicide.
World Suicide Prevention Day events occur in local communities across Australia.

LOUISE HEATHCOTE, Student Services Leader
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DISCLAIMER: “Eltham High School does not endorse any company, organisation or
product referenced in the Community Announcements”
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As climate impacts push vulnerable people deeper into poverty, we’re bringing together voices from across the
Asia-Pacific to launch Oaktree’s Collective Future Speaking Tour – a series of forums looking at the urgent need to
support the people whose livelihoods are most at risk.
And the timing couldn’t be more urgent. We’re already seeing the devastating impact of increasing floods,
droughts, hunger and disease. Crops withering in fields from lack of rain. Homes splintered by storms. The
immense impact of Cyclone Pam in Vanuatu. And in Kiribati, people are dealing with rising seas that threaten to
swallow homes.
The Speaking Tour is our opportunity to hear firsthand from those most affected by climate impacts, learn how we
can meet these new challenges, and take collective action to build the climate-resilient communities of the future.
The Melbourne CBD date will be Tuesday, 13 October at 6.00pm.
Register for your ticket here: www.oaktree.eventbrite.com
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SPONSORS FOR EHS
END OF YEAR CELEBRATION CONCERT
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