TERM 2 / WEEK 6
Tuesday, 17 May 2016

DATES TO REMEMBER
2016

Monday 6 June
Mid Year Music Concert

STUDENT FREE DAY
Friday, 10 June

Tuesday 7 June
General Achievement Test
Friday 10 June
Report Writing Day
Monday 13 June
Queens Birthday Public Holiday
Sunday 5 June
Working Bee

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
To the Eltham Community
In light of recent media coverage in relation to the former Principal of Eltham Primary
School, Dr Mark Thompson, I take this opportunity to pay my respects to Mark, his family
and friends and the Eltham Primary School Community. Mark was a colleague and I valued
his support and friendship.
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Based on the fact that Eltham Primary School is one of our feeder schools and it is in such
close proximity to us, I feel that the Eltham Primary School Community and the Eltham
High School community are really one and the same community. Due to this I attach for
your information the following communication that went home to all members of the
Eltham Primary School Community.
“As you may be aware there has been media coverage this weekend around our
former principal, Mark Thompson.
Mark was a well-respected and much loved member of our community and his loss is
felt greatly. This weekend’s coverage may well reawaken in some students, teachers
and our wider community, feelings of loss and grief.
Support has been provided for school staff and students since Mark’s death and that
support is ongoing.
If you, or someone you know, requires support you can approach me or the
confidential 24 hour phone service Lifeline on 13 11 14.
Mark’s memory lives on at Eltham Primary as we continue working together for the
best outcomes for each student in our learning community.”
In remembering Mark, I also wish to commend the excellent work of the current leadership
team and staff. I was privileged to be part of the Eltham Primary School Peer Review
process in late 2015. The Principal, Lorraine Kennedy, ensured that there was strong
recognition of the school’s achievements under the leadership of Mark Thompson and
together with her team and input from the school council developed the plan for the work
that must take place over the next four years. Mark’s commitment to students and their
learning strongly features in the new Strategic Plan.

Eltham High School

As a community our work now lies in supporting the new leadership team, the staff and
the school council to achieve the goals that they have set themselves based on the
primary goal of continuous improvement in student learning and wellbeing.

T (03) 9430 5111 |
ABSENCES: (03) 9430 5299

eltham.hs@edumail.vic.gov.au
www.elthamhs.vic.edu.au

1

COMMUNITY NEWS

Student Achievement
SCHOOL CALENDAR
MAY 2016
Wed, 18
• Year 7 Immunisations
• Lunchtime Artist’s Presentation Elizabeth Gower
• School Council Meeting: 7.30pm
Thurs, 19
• Intermediate (year 10) State
Volleyball Final
• Year 11 Assembly: Period 1
• French Crepe Day
• Responsible Service of Alcohol
Training
Fri, 20
• Senior Boys and Girls State
Volleyball Final
• Active for Life: Squash
• Latrobe University Next
Generation Youth Forum
Mon, 23
• Alliance Francaise - 2016 Junior/
Middle Berthe Mouchette
Competition
• VCE Unit 1Music Performance
Recitals
• TOP Designs: Yr 12 VCD

Congratulations to Jess Harrison (Year 8 Everard
House) who two weeks ago competed and
represented our school in the Interschool Show
Jumping Round two (Autumn Show), which took
place at Ayr Hill Equestrian Park and hosted by
Hillcrest Christian College.
Jess did well in the competition and whilst she did
not win, she demonstrated passion, commitment and
resilience. She and her pony, Dylan, went clear in two
rounds, missed one Jump and had an unlucky rail in
the other round. Irrespective of this they were faster
than the winner, so overall it was a great effort. I know
that Jess will tackle the next round with even greater
commitment and determination.
Iga Warta Trip
The Iga Warta trip provided an experience for twenty of our students and four staff to the
Adnyamathanha Culture with Adnyamathanha people on their land.
They experienced the Adnyamathanha interpretation of the environment through tours
to painting sites, to story sites to learn of their significance, as well as learning about the
importance of the local flora and fauna.
Located amongst the mountains in the Northern Flinders Ranges in South Australia, our
group was hosted in camp style accommodation that allowed them to really share and
experience the bush.
Feedback from students has been exceptionally positive and their reflection of their
experience and engagement with the indigenous community sums up as a life changing
experience. The learning that for most of them began through their engagement with
their Cornerstone subject has been greatly enhanced by this experience.
I commend the students for the way in which they represented our school and I thank
all of the staff under the leadership of Jon Baly for their support of the students and the
program.
Drop off and Pick up Zones

Wed, 25
• VCE Playlist Performance: In
Search of Owen Roe (La Mama
Theatre)

I take this opportunity to remind parents about student safety during drop off and pick up
times of the day. I ask that you do not drop students off outside of the front entrance to the
drive on Withers Way. This is very dangerous and it also causes a standstill in traffic from
both direction. This causes a level of frustration in drivers, potentially resulting in them
making poor decisions and hence increasing the risk of danger for our students.

Thur, 26
• Intermediate Band Tour (Thur 26
May - Fri 27 May)

If you drive students to school the best scenario is to identify a place near to the school
but away from the school that you can drop students off and pick them up from. If you
decide to drop students off at the front of the school, please drive through the driveway
and drop students off at the front of the administration building. Generally traffic through
this area flows well if everyone does the right thing and you maintain a level of patience.
Please do not drop students off at the corner of the driveway at either the entrance or exit.

Fri, 27
• Intermediate Band Tour (Thur 26
May - Fri 27 May)
• Year 10 Humanities: Immigration
Museum Excursion
• Hands on HEADSS Workshop:
Royal Children Hospital
Mon, 30
• Year 9 Geography and
Economics - Port of Melbourne
Excursion

Families should be aware that over past weeks the Ranger has been in the vicinity of the
school and a number of people have received fines for what has been considered illegal/
dangerous driving/ parking.
The overall consideration is one of student safety, and I thank you in anticipation of your
support.
VINCENT SICARI, Principal

Tuesday, 31
• Victorian College Championship
(Basketball)
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Iga Warta Camp
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ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL
•
Sun, 19 June - Sat 2 July
• Rock 2 Top Tour
Tue, 31
• Yr 7 Metro Trains Community
Education Visit P1
JUNE 2016
Mon, 06
• Mid Year Music Concert
Tue, 07
• General Achievement Test
GAT
Sun 19June - Sat 02 JulyRock to
the Top
Mon, 20
• Yr 10 In2Pathways Education
session
JULY 2016
Wed 13
• Year 9 > 10 Information Evening
Wed 20
• Year 10 > 11 Information Evening
Thu 28
• VCAL Information Evening

Semester Reporting
At the staff Curriculum Day on Friday, time was spent working on our process for reporting
to parents and guardians in Semester 2. This year as a school we are in a process of
transition and a brief summary of the arrangements for Semester 1 and Semester 2 is
outlined below:
Semester 1
In Semester 1, Year 11 - 12 students will have their reports published via Compass on
Friday 17 June. Reports for students in Years 7 - 10 will be published via Compass on
Friday 15 July (the first week back of Term 3).
Semester Reports provide information to students and families on student progress
linked to Australian Curriculum standards, key assessment items and feedback regarding
key habits and behaviours linked to learning. The reports also include brief comments
which are created through a generic, school-wide comment bank. The move towards
using these comments on our reports is part of a transition to reporting on student
achievement across the semester progressively which will commence in Semester 2.
Semester 2
In Semester 2 teachers will be reporting progressively on key assessment items as they
occur rather than waiting until the end of semester. These tasks will be consistent within
subjects and termed ‘Common Assessment Tasks’. The results for Common Assessment
Tasks will be available to parents through the Learning Tasks section of Compass
and will clearly show whether the task has been submitted/completed and a level of
achievement. It is expected that this information will allow families to support students
through celebrating success and identifying issues in a more timely way.
Further information and support for families to engage with Compass Learning Tasks and
access this information will be available as we move towards the end of this term.
Mud Brick Tour
In 2016 the annual Eltham Mud Brick Tour will be going ahead as one of our key fundraising
events for the year. It has been fantastic to have a number of members of the school
community contact us to offer their assistance in a range of ways since we put the call
out for support earlier this term.
In planning for the tour, there are a range of roles which are important to its success.
Please consider your own skills, talents and interests and whether or not you match up
with any of the areas listed below. If you feel they do, you might wish to take on the role
of coordinating this aspect of the tour.
Different roles will have different demands in terms of the level of communication and
time commitment required, however there is lots of support available for all of them. If
we are able to really advance the planning and organisation of the tour in each of these
areas it promises to be a really fantastic day! We need coordinators for;
Event Promotion
Developing and promoting the event to the local and wider community to maximise
attendance on the day.
Event Sponsorship
Identifying and targeting sponsorship opportunities to maximise the funds raised though
the tour.
Design and Publishing
Coordinating the design and publication of key online and printed documents related
to the tour.
If you would like to be involved please contact me here at school either by phone or by
emailing me at nao@elthamhs.vic.edu.au.
Hosting an Exchange Student
Do you have a student in your family in Year 9 - 11 and studying French or Indonesian? Are
you interested in hosting an exchange student during Term 3? It is a fantastic opportunity
for cultural exchange as well as to develop language skills. The length, conditions and
requirements of the exchange hosting opportunities vary so I encourage you to contact
me here at school if you are interested.
Tim Natoli Assistant Principal
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CANTEEN
ROSTER & MENU
ROSTER FOR APRIL 2016
Wed 18
• Karen Olsen
• Kristen Parry
Thur 19
• Eliza Minter
• Jennifer Sheridan
Fri 20
• Janine Kerwood
• Christine Makridis
Mon 23
• Kylie Ward
• Tara Brida
Tues 24
• Julie Kofoed
• Tania Lambaart

The Resilience Project
Over the course of the last two terms we have worked with the organisation, The Resilience
Project, to deliver presentations to members of our school community with a focus on
resilience.
Across term 1 all students in years 10, 11 and 12 attended a session on resilience through
the Tutorial Program. The sessions, led by Hugh Van Cuylenburg and Martin Heppel from
The Resilience Project, were well received by students and staff alike and focused on
incorporating gratitude, mindfulness and empathy into your life.
Hugh Van Cuylenburg also presented to all staff on our Curriculum Day last Friday.
Hugh and Martin encouraged members of our student and staff community to consider the
importance of mindfulness and recommended some apps to support a focus on mindfulness.
These included Smiling Mind, Buddhify and Headspace (UK). Further information on each of
these programs is easily accessible online.
Families who have heard from their children about the sessions and may be interested to
know more are encouraged to take a look at the website of the organisation The Resilience
Project.
Further information is available on the site at http://theresilienceproject.com.au/ Hugh Van
Cuylenburg will also be holding a public lecture on June 9, with further information being
available at https://www.acmi.net.au/live-events/talks-performances/the-resilience-projectpresents-happiness/

Fran Mullins, Assistant Principal

MIDDLE SCHOOL
**EFTPOS
facilities are now
available**
UPCOMING MENU
Wed: Nachos
Thurs: Chicken Salad
Fri: Hamburgers
Mon: Homemade Wedges
Tues: Spaghetti Bolognaise

Year 9 Camp and Pathways Program
What a busy week in the Middle School! Half of our Year 9 students are away at Kinglake
Ranges Wilderness Camp (Monday to Wednesday) and the second half head off on
Wednesday until Friday. I would like to remind families of the expectations regarding
student attendance throughout this week. The program consists of three days at camp, and
two days at school. The two days at school commence at the start of period 2, and students
are requested to meet in the open space of the 400’s building. Students will already know
if they are at camp Monday to Wednesday or Wednesday to Friday. Students are required to
attend the program running at school for the two days they are not on camp. Please note
that a working and charged laptop is required for both days.
Any students not going on camp are required to attend school for the three days when their
class is away at camp in addition to the two day school based program. These students will
be required to attend classes and participate in the program provided. These students are
requested to report to the Middle School Office at the start of period 1 each day, unless
directed otherwise.

Ross McKinnon, Middle School Leader

LANGUAGES
French Poetry Competition 2016 Monday 23 May
Alliance Française: Berthe Mouchette competition
Periods 1 -3 Incursion
As part of the French Language Program students in Year 7 – 10 will be taking part in the
annual Alliance Française: Berthe Mouchette competition/French Poetry Competition 2016
Monday 23 May.
Please contact your child’s French teacher if you require additional information
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Crepe Day
ELTHAM HS CLUBS
WHY NOT GET INVOLVED!
Drama

The annual French Crepe Day has come around
again! This year Crepe Day will take place on
Thursday, 19 May.

When: Wednesday (Junior)
Thursday (Senior)
Location: 111 Drama Space
Time: 3.20pm – 5.00pm

Our French crepe maker, Marion, will be located
in the canteen courtyard, in front of the English
300s block. Crepe prices range from $4 to $5
dollars each. All language classes will have the
opportunity to visit Marion and practise their oral
language skills.

George Franklin
Drama/Coach Critical & Creative
Thinking

All staff and other students will have the
opportunity to purchase crepes during recess and
lunch time.

Scrambled Prince Workshops
When: Tuesday

CATHERINE CONSIDINE, Languages Teacher

Location: 111 Drama Space
Time: 3.20pm – 6.00pm
George Franklin
Drama/Coach Critical & Creative
Thinking
EHS Swimming Club
When: Thursday
Location: Eltham Leisure Centre
Time: 7.00am – 8.00am
Phil Boyd
EHS Swimming Club Coordinator
Interschool Debating Team
When: Monday
Location: Room 301
Time: Lunchtime
Adaline Tallarida
Debating Coordinator
Photography, Visual Design &
Creativity Club
When: TBC
Location: Room 601
Time: Lunchtime
Artek Halpern-Laurence
Ex-Student
PRISIM
(People - Respecting - Indvidual’s Sexuality - Identity - Movement)

New Eltham High Careers Website
At Eltham High School Pathways and Transition is an important part of your child’s
educational experience.
As such I would like to announce the creation of an Eltham High School web based career
support site.
It can be accessed at www.elthamhighcareers.com with the majority of menu links having
open access. However, there is also a dedicated student area where your child can create
an account and take advantage of various activities and production tasks. In there you will
find interest and occupation quizzes, a resume format, digital portfolio access and many
more useful tools. When your child creates their account have them use their school email
address and a password will be generated for them.
The site has information for all year levels with the full functionality of the site becoming
more appropriate as students move into Year 9. The student account remains accessible
across the life of your child’s high school life.
I would encourage you to have a look at the site and if there are any questions regarding its
use please feel free to conatct me on 9430 5113 or at pri@elthamhs.vic.edu.au
ROSS PRINGLE, Careers & Pathways Coordinator/

MUSICAL NOTES

When: Tuesday
Location: Room 156
Time: Lunchtime

Chamber Concert Postponed

Louise Heathcote
Student Services Leader

Due to a range of different factors the Chamber Concert scheduled for Friday May 20 has
been postponed. The new date will be available soon.

Tournament of Minds (Starts Term 2)
When: Tuesday (Year 7 - 10)
Location: Room 154
Time: Lunchtime
Loren Clarke
Tournament of Minds Coordinator
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Symphonic Band Performance with Melbourne Conservatorium May 28
This performance will be at the Melbourne Recital Centre 31 Sturt St, Southbank Students
need to arrive at 2:30pm and will be finished by 5:00pm. The concert starts at 3:30pm
and is a celebration of the excitement and colour of the Wind Symphony as explored by
Australian composers performed by some of Melbourne’s leading ensembles. We will be
performing in the second concert with the Blackburn High School Symphonic Band.
Please see the Compass event for more details. Tickets are free.

COMMUNITY NEWS

EXTRA CURRICULAR
CLASSES & TUTORIALS

Generations In Jazz

Extra Maths Help
When: Tuesday
Location: Room 706
Time: 3.10pm – 4.00pm

Intermediate Band Tour

Briony Turner
Maths KLA Coordinator
Homework Club - Year 7
When: Thursday
Location: Room 142
Time: Lunchtime
Ashlea Oates
English/Integration Studies Teacher
IT Support - Year 7
Get to know your surface Pro 3

Mid Year Concert – Monday 6 June 2016

When: Thursday
Location: Room 140
Time: Lunchtime
Luke Herring
ICT Leader
Smart not Scattered - Year 7
A group for Year 7 students
wishing to get on top of their
time management, goal setting
and organisation.
When: Thursday
Location: Room 142
Time: Lunchtime
Ashlea Oates
English/Integration Studies Teacher
EHS Swimming Club
When: Thursday
Location: Eltham Leisure Centre
Time: 7.00am – 8.00am
Phil Boyd

https://www.trybooking.com/197570
nio@elthamhs.vic.edu.au
For Sale

Unit 1 Music Performance Recitals

Unit 3 Music Performance Recitals

EHS Swimming Club Coordinator

Singing Lessons

Jazz Choir

Absence from Rehearsals

RICK PLUMMER, Director of Music/
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SPORT

PARENT
INFORMATION

Skiing and Snowboarding Camp
Compass Parent Portal
Log into for Information on:

The annual skiing/snowboarding camp is on again: 28 students will join staff departing
for Mt Buller on 4 - 9 September. Please talk to your child about this exciting experience
that can lead to a career in the tourism industry. Students wishing to participate or
just provide the opportunity to learn new skills and have fun need to contact Seamus
Robertson as soon as possible.
Buses, ski/snowboard lessons, accommodation, food and lift tickets for the week are all
included in the camp cost. Come on winter, let the snow fall!

School Term Dates
Seamus Robertson, Humanities leader and snow sport enthusiast

2016
TERM 2:
Starts

Monday, 11 April

Finishes Friday, 24 June at 2.30pm

SSV - Region and State Finals - Diving
The following Eltham High School students recently represented the school at the SSV Region and State Diving Finals at MSAC.
Amity MacDonald (Year 7D, Stewart)
Jack Robinson (Year 7B, Andrew)
Elliot Spotswood (Year 7D, Stewart)

TERM 3:
Starts

Monday, 11 July

Finishes Friday, 16 September

Lukas Skaife (Year 7F, Everard)
Students were involved in a coaching session prior to the competition and were able to
take advantage of some expert guidance from State Coaches.
Amity, Jack and Elliot were able to progress through the Region Round and competed in
the State Finals, held later in the day. Jack placed 3rd in the State and Elliot was 4th. This
is a fantastic effort from all the divers.

ELTHAM SPORTS
TIMETABLE

Nic Cooper & Bree Pascoe - Sports Co-ordinators

Eltham High School Volleyball
APRIL 2016

Year 7 Volleyball Squad

THUR 19 May
Intermediate (Yr 10) State Volleyball
Final

The year 7 squad is up and running. Students have been given their first piece of uniform
– knee pads. The shirt and shorts have been ordered and will take a number of weeks
to be made.

FRI 20 May
Senior Boys & Girls State Volleyball
Final
EHS Swimming Club
When: Thursday
Location: Eltham Leisure Centre
Time: 7.00am – 8.00am

Volleyball Competitions
Monday night volleyball for year 7 teams is at 3.25pm in the Stadium each week.
Thursday night competition for year 8 to 12 students commences at 3.25pm in the
Stadium. Spikezone runs every Thursday for our primary school crew commencing at
4.15pm until 5.00pm.
State Volleyball Finals for Inters and Seniors

Phil Boyd

They now progress onto the State volleyball finals on Thursday 19 [month?] for Inters and
Friday 20 May for the seniors at the State Volleyball Centre 270 Stud Road, Dandenong.
Full details are available on Compass.

EHS Swimming Club Coordinator

‘ULTRA ANKLE’ ankle braces
Eltham High School volleyball is organizing ankle braces for athletes in the volleyball
program. They are a great way to ‘prevent’ injuries from occurring. Details will be given
out at training. See Mr Thomas if you need more infomation.
Yarra Valley Volleyball Club
Is offering a program of training sessions suitable for Year 7, 8 and 9 students.
WHEN? The program began on Thursday, 12 May from 5:45pm until 6:45pm and will
cntinue every Thursday until the end of the Victorial Volleyball League season.
WHERE? Yarra Valley Grammar Sporting Complex, Kalinda Road, Ringwood
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WHO? Our Premier Men’s captain will be coaching this training program, with assistance
from various other premier players.
COST? The cost of this training program will be $100 per athlete.
HOW TO ENQUIRE If you are interested in this program, please email mikaylah.faltyn@
gmail.com with the following details:
Athlete Information
Athlete Name
Athlete Date of Birth
School
Parent/Guardian Information
Contact Name
Contact Number and Email Address
Preferred mode of contact (email, phone call/text)
2016 Volleyball Dates
19 May – Intermediate State Volleyball Final
20 May - Senior State Volleyball Final
29 – 31st July Volleyball Victoria schools Cup
11 October – Year 8 Volleyball round Robin
25 October – Year 8 Northern Zone Volleyball
26 October – Year 7 Northern Zone Volleyball
26 October – Intermediate 2017 Round Robin
22 November – Year 8 State Volleyball
23 November – Year 7 State Volleyball
4 – 9 December - Australian Volleyball Schools Cup
Harrison McBean(Year 10D, Rutter) has just returned from Thailand where he was a
member of the Australian Youth Volleyball team that had a very successful tournament.
Congratulations to Harrison McBean!
If your child is selected in a State or National team or has a memorable sporting achievement,
please let us know so we can share the good news - Email tho@elthamhs.vic.edu.au

GREG THOMAS, Volleyball/ Elite Sports Coordinator

SENIOR FOOTBALL
Congratulations to the senior boys football team ( ‘The Stallions’ ) on winning through to
the NMR finals which will take place on June 21.
Convincing wins over St Helena and Diamond Valley College were a result of good team
efforts with contributions from all players. Excellent ball movement was a feature of the day.
Both opponents had no way of combatting the skill of Joel Clamp on the wing, the goal
kicking power of Smythe and Eustance, the hardness of Glasgow, Howe & Amenta, nor
the dominance of big men Mitchell, Ellis, Charles and Horman. Small forwards Papa and
Alderton were highly skilled and the run of Mcveigh, Clark and Emmins set up many goals.
Big Al Johnson and James McGrath made some good contributions, as too did Gray,
Richards and Hick when the ball came their way. The move of Riley Wallace from defence
to attack was telling and he contributed to the early onslaught of goals against Diamond
Valley in the second game.
Scores
Stallions - 11.9 = 75 defeated St Helena 6.1 = 37
Stallions - 15.6 = 96 defeated D.Valley 2.1 = 13
PETER NICHOLSON, PE Teacher
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GROUNDS COMMITTEE
Working Bee
The Grounds Committee has scheduled the second working bee for term 2 on Sunday
5 June from 9:00am until 12:30 with both morning tea and barbeque lunch provided.
With over 40 volunteers attending the last working bee in May and many productive tasks
completed we are looking forward to a new range of tasks as well as another supportive
turnout. Listed below are a number of tasks identified as a priority for this working bee.
• The U-shaped sleeper sitting well (constructed at the March working bee) needs to have
sitting tops trimmed and affixed.
• The area between rooms 902 and 904 which now lies vacant will be developed as a
garden and surrounding seating will be constructed. needs to be concreted for a section
of about 10metres. If time permits seat tops will be affixed.
• New soil will be spread prior to the working bee by bobcat in the area above and any
debris cleared from the site. Approximately 150 plants will be provided with new homes
on the site above. Mulch will then be spread.
• Further weeding and pruning needs to be completed on the southern and western sides
of the 400’s block.
• Brushcutting and mowing needs to occur in a range of locations across the campus
precinct
• Paving needs to be completed around one of the box gardens adjacent to the stadium.
• The environmental area adjacent to the tennis courts needs a clean-up and a brushcut
with weeds to be removed.
• The fern garden inside the 600’s block needs a trim and a clean up.
If you are a volunteer for the working bee please park your car on the hardcoutrts adjacent
to the library. Follow the directional singage to the area adjacent to the canteen where you
will be signed in my a member of the grounds committee and assigned an appropriate task.
Please remeber to bring protective clothing such as gloves, hats and your water bottle for
the day. The Grounds Committee looks forward to your support.
JOHN COATES, On behalf of the EHS Grounds Committee.

9

COMMUNITY NEWS

10

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISCLAIMER: “Eltham High School does not endorse any company, organisation or
product referenced in the Community Announcements”
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For full Program details visit
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