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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
 
Student Achievement

Student Presentation at the Royal Society of Victoria

In last week’s newsletter I informed you of the opportunity offered to one of our students 
Marianna Saill-Dilnot (Year 10, Stewart House) to present at the Ada Lovelace Day 
celebration at the Royal Society of Victoria. I attended Marianna’s presentation as did 
Mr Rob Coventry (Science KLA Coordinator). The audience was blown away by the way 
in which Marianna conveyed her message: knowledgeable, confident and assertive. 
Marianna’s representation of our school and our community was nothing short of amazing. 
She is certainly a formidable young woman who has real clarity about what she wants to 
achieve in her life and what she needs to do to get there. Marianna’s presentation followed 
the presentation from the recently retired Victorian Lead Scientist, Leonie Walsh, and 
Marianna’s presentation reflected the message conveyed by Leonie.

I am very proud of Marianna, and I congratulate her for her willingness to stand up and 
be counted; as such, and with Marianna’s permission, I do want to share her presentation 
with you.

“Hi everyone, my name is Marianna and I am currently a student at Eltham High School 
studying year 10. I would just like to start by expressing how privileged I feel to be able 
to speak to you all about my experiences in STEM thus far. Today is a day to celebrate 
and reflect on the extraordinary progress that women have made towards gender parity 
in STEM and to honour individuals such as Ada Lovelace for their huge contributions to 
this movement. Her ambition alongside her bravery to defy the social expectations of 
the time have played a part in forming the common beliefs of society today. 

However, whilst huge progress has been made, women around the world still face 
inequality within education, economically, socially and politically. Growing up in the 
environment that I have, I am in the minority of females who can say that they have 
faced little to no discrimination based on gender. I am fully aware of how lucky I am to 
have had this upbringing and for this I am extremely grateful. The opportunities that 
I have been offered throughout my life are those that have developed my passion for 
science and mathematics, and these are the opportunities that I strongly believe every 
girl and boy should have equal access to. Ever since my Year 8 science teacher put a 
worksheet on balancing chemical equations in front of me, I have just had this burning 
passion for chemistry. I in fact I was so intrigued by this that I then endeavoured to go 
away and learn the whole periodic table off by heart…and yes all one-hundred-and-18 
elements. Now imagine if I was told that I would have to face serious challenges to turn 
my passion into a career. Challenges that boys wouldn’t have to face. Challenges that 
could ultimately wear me down and turn me away. This is the reality for many girls. 

Growing up, my parents told me that with hard work, I could be whatever or whoever I 
wanted to. I truly believed, and still believe, that the world is my oyster. Alongside my 
parents, I have been lucky enough to have had some exceptional role models growing 
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OCTOBER 2016

Wed 19
•	VCE Film Presentation Evening
•	Last day of Year 12 Classes
•	Mental health presentation for year 
7s - 9s at Lunchtime in room 420
•	Year 8 Girl’s Basketball NMR Finals

Thu 20
•	Year 12 Breakfast 
•	Year 12 Formal 
•	Year 7 Girl’s Basketball NMR Finals
•	Year 7 Boy’s Basketball NMR Finals
•	Year 8 Girl’s Hockey NMR Finals
•	Year 9 Recreation activities - Golf

Fri 21
•	Curriculum Day (Student Free Day)
•	 Inter Boys Futsal NMR Finals
•	Active for Life - Squash

Sun 23
•	Mud Brick Tour
•	Mud Brick Tour Music Performance
•	Working Bee

Mon 24
•	Year 10 Geography Field Trip
•	Year 9 Recreation activities - Lawn 
Bowls

Tue 25
•	Overnight Bush Walk at Lorne 
Hinterlands

Tue 26
•	 Intermediate Round Robin
•	BrainSTEM 2016
•	Year 7 Volleyball NMR Finals

Thu 27
•	Year 10 Geography Field Trip 
•	Active for Life - Squash

Fri 28
•	Last day of Classes for Year 11
•	Hands on Heads Workshop

Tue 29
•	Year 8 Girl’s Futsal NMR Finals
•	Year 8 Boy’s Futsal NMR Finals
•	Year 7 Boy’s Futsal NMR Finals

SCHOOL CALENDAR
up. It is because of these teachers, students and scientific pioneers such as Ada 
Lovelace that I am driven to explore the possibilities that STEM offers. I am inspired 
by the individuals who dare to challenge the impossible and have the audacity to act 
upon their curious mind by exploring the unfamiliar. My passion for STEM is kindled by 
the unknown, and science offers a means of answering my big questions. It describes 
phenomena that would have otherwise remained without explanation and it continues 
to enhance our lives in a way that we have never seen before.

Last year I participated in a 5 week long innovation program called BrainSTEM at 
the Swinburne University of Technology. Over the course of the program, 3 other 
students and I worked as a team to attempt to develop an innovative idea derived 
from a scientific problem. We were assigned the challenge of developing a new way 
of measuring blood pressure. I found this intellectually challenging as it required me 
to think laterally and convey my ideas in an organised and coherent manner. Our 
mentor for the program, Paul, was an accomplished scientist who had graduated 
with honours in physics and has also completed a PhD in laser spectroscopy. He 
introduced us to the process of scientific investigation and my experiences with him 
further enforced my desire to pursue a career in STEM. I knew that I had a love for 
science, but this program allowed me to sample what a job in this industry would 
actually involve. Exploring Swinburne’s scientific facilities, being in a university 
environment and meeting like-minded people only strengthened my determination 
to chase this dream. I believe that gaining this sort of exposure in one’s high school 
years is crucial as future pathways start to be considered. I would like to express my 
gratitude towards Sid Verma who has taken the initiative to create this program as it 
opens up so many doors for students with an interest in STEM and it encourages the 
pursuit of science and mathematics. And to Mr Sicari and my wonderful teachers, 
thank you for all the opportunities I have been offered at Eltham High School.

When asked what I would like to do or what I want to be when I am older, I don’t 
think I could give just one answer. I find myself pondering over the possibilities of the 
future, as so much excites me about working in the STEM industry that I don’t think 
right now I could choose just one thing. The thought of engineering excites me, but 
so does biomedicine. Being an astronaut sounds absolutely incredible, but so does 
being a chemist. So right now I am just trying to immerse myself in this field as much 
as possible and I know that I will find where my true passion lies. As a message to 
any young females here tonight, I want you to walk away with this. Believe in yourself. 
Gender does NOT define your capabilities or what you’re meant to be passionate 
about or who you should be. Being “smart” in its common interpretation should not be 
shamed upon. Being knowledgeable is your greatest weapon to tackle discrimination. 
Surround yourself with people who feel the same way and share common goals. If 
your passion lies in STEM, you have every right to chase that dream without feeling 
ashamed or excluded. You must follow your dreams regardless, because when girls 
defy social expectation and prove that we are just as capable in the areas of science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics, that’s when change will happen. Thank 
you.”

Eltham Chess

Congratulations to Ned Kiely (Year 11, Rutter House); Jack Barling (Year 11, Stewart 
House); Jye Hawthorn-Smith (Year 11, Everard House); who represented our school in 
the Chess Victoria State Final on Monday, 10 October. I also congratulate James Torero 
(Year 11, Andrew House) who qualified but unfortunately was unable to attend the final. 
156 secondary students from around 30 schools participated in this event. The field was 
super-strong, with Melbourne High School the winner for the division.  

Our boys did so well holding their own in this environment and finishing around the 
middle of the field. To add context, there were 3 “titled” players - 1 International Master, 1 
FIDE Master from Melbourne High School and 1 FIDE Master from Glen Waverley Christian 
College and 4 of the 5 members of the Australian junior team to the recent Chess 
Olympiad were also there. Super tough, no easy games!

As always the boys represented us admirably and gave of their best in the competitions 
continuously reflecting the Eltham Spirit. A big thank you to Pearl Yung who continues to 
provide such outstanding opportunities for our students.

The Class of 2016

As a school we had the opportunity to congratulate and wish our class of 2016 all the very 
best as they transition from secondary school into the next stage of their learning be it 
through tertiary studies, training or employment.

This week marks the end of formal classes for all Year 12 students both VCE and VCAL. 
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NOVEMBER 2016 

Tue 01
•	Melbourne Cup Day

Wed 01 - Fri 11
•	Year 11 Exam Period

Thu 03
•	Year 9 Duke of Edinburgh Award at 
Mount Baw Baw
•	Year 9 Recreation activities -Lawn Bowls

Fri 04
•	Art/Technology Festival Opening

Sat 05
•	Art/Technology Festival

Wed 09
•	Year 8 Round Robin

Thu 10
•	String Celebration 2016

Sun 13
•	Working Bee

Mon 14 - Thu 25
•	Headstart Program for Year 11 into 12
•	Year 10 Presentation - Keys Please

Tue 15
•	Edward Scissorhands Screening at ACMI 
Year 7 English

Thu 17
•	Year 12 Valedictory Evening

Fri 18
•	Last day of Classes for Year 10

Mon 28 - Fri 02
•	Headstart Program for Year 10 into 11
•	Year 9 Geography and Economics (Port 
of Melbourne)
•	Junior Drama Play

On Wednesday 19 October, our students will gather in the central courtyard at 3:05 pm 
for the traditional countdown to the bell. On the following morning Year 12 students will 
be welcomed back into the school for the traditional breakfast (students generally dress 
up for this occasion). On that evening the Year 12 Formal will take place at Leonda by the 
Yarra.

In addition to the assembly which was conducted on Monday 17 October, information 
has been sent to all Year 12 students and parents via the COMPASS Portal outlining the 
expectations in relation to student behaviour during these last few days. A series of 
assemblies have also taken place across all other year levels of the school in order to 
communicate to the students the expectations in relation to their behaviour at this time 
of the year and to request their support in ensuring that our Year 12 students have a very 
positive and enjoyable closure to their secondary education.

We all look forward to a very positive and enjoyable closure for the class of 2016 and 
once again I wish them well for their upcoming exams.

2016 Eltham Mudbrick Tour

The Eltham Mudbrick Tour for 2016 will take palce this coming Sunday 23 October 
starting at 10:00am from Motnsalvat. This is the major fundraiser for the Eltham High 
School Music Program and I strongly encourage you to participate in this fantastic event 
that not only support our program but also celebrates the heritage of the area. 

I take this opportunity to commend the work of the Friends of Music and other volunteers 
as well as all the home owners who have been willing to open up their homes to the 
public to support the event.

Please come along and bring your friends.

Term 4 Working Bee

Sunday 23 October, is a date that you must mark on the calendar. It is the date of our 
next Working Bee and it would be great to see as many people there as we can. The 
Grounds Committee will be meeting this Thursday to plan the work for the day and I can 
assure you that it will be fun. I extend an invitation to all members of our community, 
students, parents, staff, grandparents, friends etc. to join us on this day. You will have 
a great time and a great deal will be achieved. As always, a delicious morning tea and 
barbeque lunch will be provided.

Day before Melbourne Cup Day

Historically the day before the Melbourne Cup holiday, Monday 31 October, 2016, has 
had very poor student attendance.  As a consequence, and as a way of causing the least 
disruption to the educational program of the school, the last few years have seen this 
day used as time-in-lieu for teachers.  As clearly expressed in the Victorian Government 
Schools Agreement 2013 and supported by the Department of Education and Training, 
this compensates teachers for the time they allocate beyond work hours throughout the 
year to student progress interviews involving students, parents and staff.

In the past, irrespective of the time-in-lieu arrangement, the school has remained open 
on the Monday before Melbourne Cup Day as Year 12 exams are generally on during 
that time, and the school is an examination centre.  This will also be the case this year.  
However, while this day would seem to be the most appropriate in terms of minimising 
disruption to the educational program of the school in the provision of time-in-lieu, I am 
writing to ascertain your intention as to your child’s/childrens’ attendance on Monday, 31 
October in order for us to plan effectively.  The school will be open on this day and based 
on previous experience, due to the small numbers of students in attendance, it is most 
likely that an alternative educational program will be in place.  Your information will be 
valuable in ascertaining staffing requirements for this day.

I ask you to confirm with us only if your child will be attending on Monday, 31 October, 
2016 by contacting the appropriate Sub-School Office either by telephone on 9430 
5111 or by email through each of the Sub-School Team Leaders before Wednesday, 26 
October.

Senior Sub-School: Anna Panas – pan@elthamhs.vic.edu.au

Middle Sub-School:  Ross McKinnon – mki@elthamhs.vic.edu.au

Junior Sub-School:  Anam Javed – jav@elthamhs.vic.edu.au

VINCENT SICARI, Principal
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ROSTER FOR SEPTEMBER

Wed 19
•	Zena Nicolson
•	Karen Olsen

Thur 20
•	Stephen Store
•	Volunteer Needed

Fri 14
•	Student Free Day

Mon 17
•	Sharon Alexander
•	Debra Gregg

Tue 18
•	Debbie Theobald
•	Cynthia Walker

Upcoming Menu 

Wed: Nachos
Thurs: Shnitzels
Fri: Student Free Day
Mon: Meatball Subs
Tue: Wedges

CANTEEN
ROSTER & MENU

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
 
2017 Student Courses

Our Year 12 students have had their draft courses published and any changes requested are 
currently under consideration. Students will be notified as soon as any changes are made. 
Students in Year 11 will have their draft courses published within the next few days and Year 
10 students shortly after. It is important for students going in to Year 12  to follow up on their 
booklist selection by the closing date of 7 September. This will be distributed to students 
this week and getting their booklist in on time means that their books will be available to 
them for the Year 12 Headstart program which commences on Monday 14 September. This 
includes any students completing a Year 12 subject as part of their Enhancement Program. 
This is a busy time of year and I congratulate our Senior School Team on the hard work that 
they are undertaking to complete this process. Should you have any queries, please do not 
hesitate to contact a member of the Senior School team or myself here at school.

TIM NATOLI, Assistant Principal

SENIOR SCHOOL
 
Year 12: Unit 3/4 Examinations and Events

Classes for Year 12 students will continue until 3.05pm on Wednesday 19 October. The final 
weeks are a very important time for all our Year 12 students as they undertake their final 
internal assessments for their coursework, and prepare for their oral/performance and end-
of-year written external examinations which commence on Wednesday, 26 October.

 
2016 VCAA VCE Examination Timetable

Year 11 and 12 students undertaking Unit 3/4 studies have received their 2016 VCE 
Exam Navigator booklet as well as their individual examination timetables for both oral/
performance and written exams. Students are required to carefully read the Exam Navigator 
booklet as it contains information pertaining to approved materials and equipment; VCAA 
rules as well as Special Provision including Special Exam Arrangements and applications for 
a Derived Exam Score.

The 2016 VCE Examination Timetable can be found at: 

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Pages/vce/exams/timetable.aspx

The key activities to be undertaken throughout the last weeks are set out below.

 
VTAC Course Applications

All students applying for tertiary courses are requested to register on the VTAC website. 
Direct applications for TAFE should be completed directly via the relevant Institute. 
Scholarship Applications through VTAC close on Friday 14 October, 2016 at 5.00 pm

 
Year 12 Last Day celebrations

Breakfast: Thursday 20 October, 2016

On Thursday, 20 October a breakfast will be provided for students and staff on the front 
oval of the school, commencing at 8.00am. It will be the final time our Year 12 students will 
have an opportunity to spend time together in an informal manner. It is also an opportunity 
for students to thank their teachers for their support and encouragement during their time 
at Eltham High School. Following the morning celebration students will be dismissed at 
9.30am to allow them to prepare for the Year 12 Formal to be held later that evening.

 
Year 12 Formal: Thursday 20 October, 2016

The venue for the Year 12 Formal will be Leonda by the Yarra which is located at 2 Wallen 
Road, Hawthorn 

(http://www.leondabytheyarra.com.au/location.html).

The evening’s celebrations will commence at 6.30pm and conclude at 11.00pm. There will 
be no pass-outs. We expect that all Year 12 students will be able to join us for the evening. 
Students will receive a ticket to the Formal the week commencing Monday 17 October, 
2016.
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Drama 
When: Wednesday (Junior) 
Thursday (Senior) 
Location: 111 Drama Space 
Time: 3.20pm – 5.00pm 
George Franklin 
Drama/Coach Critical & Creative 
Thinking

Scrambled Prince Workshops 
When: Tuesday  
Location: 111 Drama Space 
Time: 3.20pm – 6.00pm 
George Franklin 
Drama/Coach Critical & Creative 
Thinking

Interschool Debating Team 
When: Monday Lunchtime 
Location: Room 301 
Adaline Tallarida 
Debating Coordinator

PRISIM 
(People - Respecting - Indvidual’s - 
Sexuality - Identity - Movement) 
When: Monday Lunchtime 
Location: Student Services 
Louise Heathcote 
Student Services Leader

Tournament of Minds (Year 7 - 10) 
When: Tuesday Lunchtime 
Location: Room 154 
Loren Clarke 
Tournament of Minds Coordinator

Eltham High School Environment 
Group 
When: Wednesday Lunchtime
Location: Room 154  
Cameron Laurence, 
Student Growth and Leadership 
Coordinator

Pottery Club  
When: Friday Lunchtime 
Location: Room 602 
Donna Ayres 
Technology Teacher

Bollywood Dancing 
When: Tuesday Lunchtime 
Location: Room 420 
Nimma Sagar 
Maths Teacher

ELTHAM HS CLUBS
WHY NOT GET INVOLVED!

Year 12 students- Return of computers for re-imaging (1-2 day process)

Students are requested to submit their computers to the IT Department for re-imaging 
prior to their departure. At this time, students should download and save any required 
school reports from the Compass Portal before access is closed at the end of the year, 
back-up their study notes and submit their lap-top. 

Students are asked to collect their computers from the IT department two days after 
submission for re-imaging.

 
Valedictory Evening: Thursday 17 November, 2016

All families are invited to this official celebration to formally farewell our 2016 Year 12 
students and to acknowledge their achievements and contributions to the Eltham High 
School community. 

The venue for the celebration will be the Performance Centre at Eltham High School 
commencing at 7.00 pm and concluding at 10.30pm. As space is limited, parents/ 
guardians are requested to reserve up to 2 seats via the Trybooking website. 

Note: there is no additional cost for tickets booked for the Valedictory evening, as it 
is included in the Year 12 celebrations payment. A light supper will be provided at the 
conclusion of the evening. 

Follow this URL/link to book seats: 

https://www.trybooking.com/Booking/BookingEventSummary.aspx?eid=221833 

Student access to VCAA 2016 senior secondary results: Monday 12 December

Students are encouraged to make use of the range of options available to access their 
VCE, VCAL and VET senior secondary results on release day Monday 12 December 2016.

Students can access results through the following options:

•	 SMS	service	(includes	the	ATAR)	–	this	‘push’	service	is	detailed	in	the	VCE	Exams	
Navigator 2016 (back page) and requires students to register. A small fee ($1.10) is 
charged for this service

www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/documents/vcaanavigator_web.pdf

•	 Web-based	 results	 service	 (includes	 the	ATAR)	 –	 this	 ‘pull’	 service	 experiences	
high demand between 7.00am and 7.30am on results release day, which could 
cause a slight delay in students accessing their results

•	 Mail	–	Statement	of	Results	are	posted	to	students’	home	addresses

•	 Digital	Delivery	Pilot	–	in	2016	the	VCAA	is	conducting	a	Digital	Delivery	Pilot,	using	
direct email to communicate individual results to students. In order to register for 
this service, students must submit their personal email address to senior school 
prior to 20 October, 2016.

Participating students will receive an email at 7.00am on results release day containing 
their final grades and study score. The VCAA will not use student details obtained through 
this process for any unauthorised purpose.

HEADSTART Orientation Program Year 11 and 12, 2017

Classes for all students undertaking a Year 11 and Year 12 VCE & VCAL course of study will 
commence in November/December, 2016 for a 1-week and 2-week period respectively 
as part of the HEADSTART Orientation Program. This means that current Year 10 and 11 
students will commence their 2017 studies at the following times:

Year 11 Into Year 12:Headstart Orientation Program 2017

VCE & VCE VET & VCAL Programs

Monday, 14 November - Friday 25 November, 2016

 
Year 10 Into Year 11 Headstart Orientation Program 2017

VCE & VCE VET & VCAL Programs

Monday, 28 November - Friday 2 December, 2016

Following a welcome and general information session at the commencement of the 
program, all students will begin their 2017 scheduled classes. Staff will commence 
the course work detailing information pertaining to study design knowledge and 
skills, commence preparation for SACs and SATs and outline tasks to be undertaken as 
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Extra Maths Help

When: Tuesday
Location: Room 915
Time: 3.10pm – 4.00pm

Briony Turner
Maths KLA Coordinator

Homework Club - Year 7
When: Thursday
Location: Room 142
Time: Lunchtime

Ashlea Oates
English/Integration Studies Teacher

IT Support - Year 7
Get to know your surface Pro 3

When: Thursday 
Location: Room 140
Time: Lunchtime

Luke Herring
ICT Leader

Smart not Scattered - Year 7
A group for Year 7 students 
wishing to get on top of their 
time management, goal setting 
and organisation.

When: Thursday 
Location: Room 142
Time: Lunchtime

Ashlea Oates
English/Integration Studies Teacher

EHS Swimming Club

When: Thursday 
Location: Watermarc  
Time: 7.00am – 8.00am

Phil Boyd

EHS Swimming Club Coordinator

EXTRACURRICULAR 
CLASSES & TUTORIALS

preparation for the year ahead. Attendance is compulsory for Senior School students. 
Class rolls will be marked and absences counted towards students’ attendance records in 
their respective studies in 2017.

Senior School Term 4 Dates 2016 

Last Day Year 12 classes Wednesday 19 October 

Year 12 Breakfast and Formal 
(Leonda by the Yarra)

Thursday 20 October

VCE Year 12 Written examinations Wednesday 26 October - 
Wednesday 16 November

Last Day Year 11 classes Friday 28 October

VCAA Earliest date School-Assessed 
Tasks in the Arts & Technology may 
be returned to students

Friday 28 October

Year 11 Examinations Wednesday 2 November - Thursday 
10 November

Year 11 into Year 12 Headstart 
Orientation 2017

Monday 14 November - Friday 25 
November

Valedictory evening/Year 12 Reports 
issued

Thursday 17 November

Last Day Year 10 classes Friday 18 November

Year 10 Semester 2 Examinations Monday 21 November - Friday 25 
November

Year 10 into Year 11 Headstart 
Orientation 2017

Monday 28 November - Friday 2 
December

VCAA Results available to students Monday 12 December 

ANNA PANAS, Senior School Team Leader

MUSICAL NOTES
 
Mudbrick Tour 2016 – Catering

As part of the annual Eltham Mudbrick Tour on Sunday 23 October 2016, we will be selling 
refreshments comprising tea, coffee, soft drinks and home made snacks and cakes at one 
of the open houses.

We are in need of donations of homemade cakes, muffins, biscuits, scones, pizza slices, 
quiche and other sweet or savoury food that may be appropriate. Last year savoury food 
was particularly popular at lunchtime.

Cold food that is easily transportable will work best, as there will be limited re-heating 
facilities.

Food needs to be provided on disposable plates and be covered and must have a label 
with all ingredients clearly listed.

If you are able to make a plate of something to donate, it would be very appreciated. 

Could you please let Jane Nicholson at nio@elthamhs.vic.edu.au in the Music Office know 
if you will be able to help us out with food.

Please bring it along to the Mudbrick Tour ticket desk that will be set up in the front car 
park at Montsalvat (7 Hillcrest Avenue, Eltham) by 9:30 am on Sunday 23 October and it 
will be sent out to the house on the first mini-bus of the day.

Thank you very much in advance!

CHRIS WEALE, Friends of Music Eltham High School
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PARENT
INFORMATION

School Term Dates

2016

TERM 4:

Starts Monday, 03 October

Finishes Monday, 19 December

 (Year 7 and 8 Students)

2017

TERM 1:

Starts Tuesday, 31 January

 (Year 7, 11 and 12 Students)

 

 Wednesday, 01 February

 (All Students)

Mudbrick Tour 2016 - call for volunteers

The annual Eltham Mudbrick Tour takes place on Sunday 23 October 2016, from 10:00 
am to 4:00 pm, and starts at Montsalvat, 7 Hillcrest Avenue Eltham.

The tour maintains a 50-year tradition pioneered by Alistair Knox and gives the public 
the opportunity to view five beautiful and individual Mudbrick houses in the Eltham area. 
Nillumbik’s mudbrick houses, always architecturally creative, are part of an alternative 
housing movement ahead of its time: built with environmentally sustainable and recycled 
materials in natural harmony with the bush landscape.

The Tour is organized and run entirely by the Eltham High School community volunteers 
as the main fund raising event for the year, to help support our renowned music program. 
Eltham High School ensemble musicians support the Tour by performing in The Barn 
Gallery at Montsalvat on the day between 10am and noon.

Each house needs to be manned during the day in two shifts (9:30-1:00, 1:00-4:00), with 
around five volunteers per house per shift, plus we need people to man the ticket desk at 
Montsalvat, mange the car parking at Montsalvat on the day, and we need minibus drivers 
to shuttle the tourists in a circuit between the five houses. We will also sell barista coffee, 
refreshments and home made snacks and cakes at one house, and so also need donated 
home made produce to sell. Altogether we will need about 65 volunteers on the day to 
run the event smoothly. Note that volunteers are free to look around the houses during 
the shift you are not helping out on.

If you can spare a few hours in the morning or the afternoon to help run the Tour, it 
would be very much appreciated, and will directly benefit current and future EHS music 
students through purchase of new instruments.

If you are able to help us, please complete a google document by clicking on the link 
emailed to you in term 3 or please email Jane Nicholson at: nio@elthamhs.vic.edu.au I will 
liaise with you directly.

https://goo.gl/forms/AmFfS8sf4gQVX8la2

We will hold an official Mudbrick Tour Launch Night at 6:30 pm on Wednesday 12 October 
at Eltham High School to meet the householders, local VIP’s and allow the volunteer 
teams to get to know each other. It would be great if you can make it to this event.

Please also note that Mudbrick Tour tickets are already available on line at TryBooking: 
Adults $25, Concession $20 and children under 16 are free.

More details are also available at:

http://www.elthammudbricktour.org 

Information is also available on Facebook: Eltham Mudbrick Tour.

Please tell as many of your family, friends and workmates about the Tour, so we can 
maximize numbers and make this a really successful event. Let us know if you want a pdf 
of the flyer emailed to you.  We are aiming for 300 tourists this year.

Thanks in advance for your assistance; it will be a great day out, and raise really valuable 
funds for our students.

HILARY CANTWELL, Mudbrick Tour Volunteer Coordinator, Eltham High School 
Friends of Music

Singing Lessons

If any student is interested in singing lessons on a Monday or Wednesday afterschool, our 
new voice teacher has places available. Please contact the Music Office for more details.

Jazz Choir

Our Jazz Choir is looking for new members.  They meet on a Monday from 3.30pm to 
4.30pm. If you are interested in joining the Jazz Choir please contact the Music Office.

 
Absence from Rehearsals

Could all parents/guardians please ensure their child’s absence from a rehearsal is 
approved via the Compass Parent Portal.

RICK PLUMMER, Director of Music
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CAREERS
 
Year 10 Work Experience 2016: Monday 15 -  Friday 19 May 2017

All students are required to organise an appropriate placement for this time, with the 
emphasis being on a career related interest. Students can access the required forms 
form the school careers website at www.elthamhighcareerrs.com or obtain them from 
outside the Careers office.

Please make an early start on the placement and be aware that this is compulsory 
program that replaces all classes including Year 11 enhancement.

Year 9 Work Experience 2015 : Monday 5 - Friday 9 December

Year 9 Students are required to complete a one week placement from Monday 5 – Friday 
9 December. Students can access forms through the Careers website at:

www.elthamhighcareers.com 

or from outside the Careers Office. There is the standard Placement Form along with a 
Transport/Accommodation Form, if necessary. Students have also been provided with a 
list in PDF form of previous employers, by occupation, to assist in finding a placement. 
Forms need to be returned by Friday 25  November.

Please note, students who are not 15 years old by 5 December will be restricted to 
placements at a kindergarten, pre-school or primary school. Alternatively private 
arrangements can be made by the family, but please pass on the information prior to 
the placement. For students competing in the Australian Volleyball Schools’ Cup they 
are able to complete their placement at another time prior to or following the scheduled 
week. Any queries should be directed to Ross Pringle at pri@elthamhs.vic.edu.au

ROSS PRINGLE, Careers and Pathways Coordinator 
 

SPORT
 
EHS Lapathon

On the morning of Thursday 13 October, 27 swimmers from the EHS Swim Squad arrived 
bright and early at Watermarc swimming pool, to participate in the 2016 lapathon to raise 
money for the Nilumbuk Shire Christmas Wish Giving Tree Appeal. The Squad members 
and friends had an hour to swim as many laps as they could, with the only rule being they 
were not to touch their foot on the bottom of the pool.  With the kind words from their 
coach Neroli Nixon – “Swim till ya Grin!” reverberating in their ears they managed a total 
lap count of 2560 laps (64km).  The average amount of laps per swimmer was 94.8 at an 
average speed of 2.37km per hour. They will be using the money raised to buy toys and 
clothes for less fortunate families in the Shire. 

Ella Dickinson (Year 9 Stewart House)

PHIL BOYD, Eltham High School Swim Squad Coordinator

Eltham High School Volleyball 

Australian Volleyball Schools’ Cup

The Australian Volleyball Schools’ Cup will take place from Sunday 4 till Friday 9 of 
December.

Students have been given information regarding Australian Schools’ Cup. Any student 
who missed out can collect a copy from the PE office or download from the Eltham High 
volleyball web page. Just go to downloads for the info you require.

 
2016 Volleyball Dates

25 October   Year 8 Northern Zone Volleyball

26 October   Year 7 Northern Zone Volleyball

OCTOBER 2016

Tue 11
•	Year 8 Volleyball Competition

Wed 12
•	Year 8 Boy’s Cricket NMR Finals

Thu 13
•	Eltham High School Swim Squad 
2016 Lapathon
•	Active for life - Boxercise
•	Inter Boy’s Table Tennis NMR Finals 
•	Inter Girl’s Basketball NMR

Fri 14
•	Year 9 Recreation activities - Golf

Mon 17
•	SSV State Track and Field 
Championships
•	Year 9 Recreation activities - Golf 

Tue 18
•	Year 8 Girl’s Cricket NMR Finals

Wed 19
•	Year 8 Girl’s Basketball NMR Finals

Thu 20
•	Year 7 Girl’s Basketball NMR Finals
•	Year 7 Boy’s Basketball NMR Finals
•	Year 8 Girl’s Hockey NMR Finals
•	Year 9 Recreation activities - Golf 

Mon 24
•	Year 9 Recreation activities - Lawn 
Bowls 

Tue 26
•	 Intermediate Round Robin
•	Year 7 Volleyball NMR Finals

Thu 27
•	Active for life - Squash

NOVEMBER 2016

Thu 03
•	Year 9 Recreation activities - Lawn 
Bowls 

Wed 09
•	Year 8 Round Robin

Fri 11
•	Year 9 Recreation activities - Lawn 
Bowls

Thu 14
•	Year 9 Recreation activities - Squash

ELTHAM SPORTS
TIMETABLE



COMMUNITY NEWS9

Thu 17
•	Year 9 Recreation activities - Squash

Tue 29
•	Year 8 Girl’s Futsal NMR Finals
•	Year 8 Boy’s Futsal NMR Finals
•	Year 7 Boy’s Futsal NMR Finals

26 October   Intermediate 2017 Round Robin

22 November   Year 8 State Volleyball

23 November   Year 7 State Volleyball

4 – 9 December  Australian Volleyball Schools’ Cup

If your child is selected in a State or National team or has a memorable sporting 
achievement, please let us know so we can share the good news 

GREG THOMAS, Volleyball/ Elite Sports Coordinator 

VET HOSPITALITY
 
The afternoon tea was a group assessment task for our Year 11 VET Hospitality class. Each 
group was required to produce a cake, sandwiches, a slice and a savory hot food. Students 
produced some fabulous items that were presented as a whole class display for high tea 
and then eagerly consumed. Well done on a great effort to: Grace Gillam (Year 11 Everard 
House), Issy Collings (Year 11 Andrew House), Kassy Lacey-Carr (Year 11 Andrew House), 
Renee Becker (Year 11 Andrew House), Catriona Felton (Year 10 Andrew House), Nicole 
Carter (Year 10 Everard House), Chantelle Sparnenn (Year 11 Andrew House), Michael 
Milne (Year 11 Andrew House), Alex Grigg (Year 11 Rutter House), Nathan Strebinos (Year 
11 Andrew House) and Francis Bourke (Year 10 Rutter House). See the amazing photos 
later in this newsletter.

YASEMIN ZIADA, VET Hospitality Teacher

FIRST AID
 
Whooping Cough

A student in Year 8 has recently been diagnosed with Whooping Cough. Below is some 
information. If you have any concerns, please consult your GP.

Whooping cough begins with symptoms similar to those of a cold. These can rapidly 
progress to include:

•	 severe	cough	–	occurs	in	bouts

•	 characteristic	‘whooping’	sound	on	inhalation

•	 vomiting	at	the	end	of	a	bout	of	coughing

•	 apnoea	–	the	child	stops	breathing	for	periods	of	time	and	may	go	blue.

These symptoms may be associated with poor appetite, fatigue and dehydration. The 
person may appear normal between bouts of coughing. During the recovery, the cough 
gradually decreases, but can last up to three months.

Does your child suffer from Anaphylaxis?

The National Allergy Strategy Knowledge and Barriers to Allergy Management (KABAM) 
survey for teens and young adults is now available online up until 3 November 2016. This 
survey is for people aged 12-24 years old with severe allergy.

The survey is being conducted to enable us to collect information about what 12-24 year 
olds with severe allergy would like to know about managing their allergy and how they 
would like to access the information.

As the survey will guide resource development it is important the survey is completed by 
the individual not their parent or guardian.

For further information 

www.nationalallergystrategy.org.au/kabam-survey 

MARNIE WADSWORTH, First Aid Officer
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ART
 

KATHRYN HUGHES, Media Coordinator

SCIENCE
 
Marianna Saill-Dilnot’s (Year 10 Stewart House) speech at the Ada Lovelace day last week 
was exceptional. Anyone who was present could not fail to be impressed by the perception, 
sincerity and enthusiasm expressed. Marianna is indeed an excellent ambassador for Eltham 
High School, BrainSTEM and for anyone interested in Science generally.

Meanwhile, our team for BrainSTEM 3: Stephanie Kervin (Year 9 Stewart House), Kinga 
Jaworska (Year 9 Everard House), Paige Mihaljevic (Year 9 Stewart House) and Stephanie 
Richards (Year 9 Andrew House) continue with their investigation of Autism in mice, and how 
to construct a test environment to examine their behaviour, all leading to a presentation in 
December.

The BrainSTEM Presentation Evening will be on Friday, 9 December 2016 4:00pm - 7:00pm. 
At Swinburne University of Technology, Advanced Technologies Centre (ATC) 101/103.

The 4pm arrival time is a guide for the students and their families, and the teachers to get 
there, have something to eat, and prepare themselves for their presentation.

The presentations will start at 5pm, with a short break for 10 minutes at about 6pm, and then 
conclude at 7pm.

More details will be sent out closer to the date!

ROBERT COVENTRY, Science KLA Coordinator
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STUDENT LEADERSHIP
 
Me Day

On Wednesday 19 October the Middle School Student Leaders will be running a mental health 
presentation for year 7s - 9s during lunchtime in room 420. This presentation will include yoga, 
meditation and how to have your own Me day! 

Positivity Wall

From the 10 October there will be a wall dedicated to your thoughts and emotions. It will be 
a space where you can anonymously put your feelings and others can respond with some 
advice and ways to help. It will be located in lower 100s area. This is in support of Mental Health 
Week and we hope you can join in with our activities thanks, from the Year 8 student leaders.  

CAMERON LAURENCE, Student Growth and Leadership Leader

GROUNDS COMMITTEE
 
Working Bee Sunday 23 October

The Grounds Committee has scheduled two working bees for term 4 on Sunday 23 October and 
Sunday 13 November respectively. Working Bees start at 9:00am and conclude at 12:30pm with 
both morning tea and barbeque lunch provided. With the amount of rain we have received over 
the last couple of months the weeds and the grass have really taken off so the focus will be to get 
these areas back under control. Listed below are the ranges of tasks identified as the priorities for 
the Working Bee on Sunday 23 October.

•	 150 plants need to be provided with new homes between 902 and 904. The area will need 
to be mulched.

•	 The garden bed that used to house the flag poles will be planted out.

•	 Weeding, pruning and mulching needs to be completed on the garden beds adjacent to 
the Performance Centre as well as the garden beds in the central courtyard.

•	 Bags and stakes need to be removed from plants in the central courtyard.

•	 The garden shed structure in the environmental area at the end of the tennis courts needs 
to be disassembled and removed.

•	 Brushcutting and mowing needs to occur in a range of locations across the campus 
precinct.

•	 Some of the eucalypts planted on the east side of the school need to be straightened up 
and restaked.

If you are a volunteer for the Working Bee please park your vehicle on the hard courts 
adjacent to the library. Follow the directional signage to the area adjacent to the canteen 
where you will be signed in by a member of the Grounds Committee and assigned an 
appropriate task. Please remember to bring protective clothing such as gloves and a 
hat. The Grounds Committee looks forward to your anticipated support on October 23. 

JOHN COATES, On behalf of the Grounds Committee
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VET HOSPITALITY HIGH TEA
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SAFEMinds Comes to Eltham High School!

Eltham High School will be presenting a FREE session for 
parents and carers to learn about early detection and support for 
young people through the SAFEMinds mental health training
currently being introduced for schools and families across 
Victoria.

Time: 7pm – 8:30pm. 

Date: Tuesday 18th October

Venue: Eltham High School Performance Space

The Performance Space 30-60 Withers Way Eltham

Book Tickets: https://www.trybooking.com/235159

Did you know that mental ill-health is the biggest health issue for young Australians today.

Do you want to some practical tips on how to identify when your child might need support with their 
mental health and wellbeing? 

SAFEMinds At Home parent information sessions can help you with practical tips and resources to support your child 
through tough times.

 
Meet members of the headspace 
Greensborough team and learn more about 
the supports and services available at 
headspace Greensborough. 

A panel of local services will be available to 
answer your questions about local support 
services for young people and families
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