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PRINCIPALS REPORT

Welcome back

Welcome back to all students and staff and I trust that you have all had a very enjoyable 
summer break. A special welcome to all new families to the school in particular all of the 
Year 7 students who are embarking on their secondary education. It has been terrific to 
engage will all the students in these first few days of the year and I wish you all well as the 
year progresses.

I also welcome a number of new and returning staff as I introduce them to our community.

Staff joining us for the first time:

• Mr Christopher Davis (Mathematics)

• Mr Aaron Jensen (Mathematics)

• Ms Kaye Elvin (Humanities/English)

• Ms Laura Geary (Humanities/English)

• Ms Madeleine Griffeth (English)

• Mr Kit Shea (Science)

• Mr Peter Torey (Student Growth Leader; Health/PE)

• Ms Stephanie James (English)

• Mr Matthew Nicholson (Science/PE)

• Ms Trish Corliss (Food Technology Support)

Staff continuing in a new position:

• Mr Michael Doherty (Mathematics)

• Mr Ben McLeay  (Humanities)

• Ms Donna Ayers (Technology)

Staff returning from a period of leave:

• Ms Adriana Zorzan (Mathematics)

• Ms Michelle Bregar (Science)

• Ms Sha Shukor (Languages/English)

• Ms Kirsten Norman (Technology)

DATES TO REMEMBER
2017 

Wednesday 15

Year 7 Watermarc excursion

Monday 20

Year 7 Parent ICT Forum

1      Principals Report
5     Assistant Principals Report
7     Junior School
8     Middle School
9     Careers
9     Music
10   Sport
12    Science
13    Drama
14    Student Growth and Student 
  Leadership
14    Student Services
16     Community Announcemnets

TERM 1 / WEEK 2
Tuesday, 07 February 2017

Welcome new Year 7 students

Swimming Carnival  
Tuesday 21 February
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February 2017 

Wed 01
• 1st day back for Year 7, 11 and 12
Students

Thu 02
• 1st day back for Year 8, 9 and 10
Students
• Year 12 Seminar Headstart - Time
Managment P1
• Year 7 Instrumental Music Timbre
Test

Wed 08
• 2017 Brainstorm Show
• Year 12 Pathways Education day at
RMIT University
• Year 7 Instrumental Trial night

Wed 15
• Year 7 Watermarc excursion

Thu 16
• Year 12 Seminar Headstart - Ace
Your Exams P1

Mon 20
• Year 8 Surf Camp
• Year 7 Parent ICT Information
Evening

Wed 21
• Swimming Sports Carnival

March 2017 

Sat 04
• Adelaide Fringe Tour Scrambled
Prince

Mon 04
• Year 8 Cultural Infusion incursion

Tue 14
• Year 11 Study Camp at Forest Edge
• Year 8 Surf Camp 8A, 8B and 8L

Wed 15
• Year 8 Surf Camp 8C, 8D and 8L

Thu 16
• Year 8 Surf Camp 8E, 8F and 8L*

Fri 17
• French Film Festival

Mon 20
• Year 10 Geography field trip

SCHOOL CALENDAR

I wish all the new and returning staff the very best as they engage/re-engage with the 
profession in their crucial role in facilitating and supporting the learning of our young 
people.

I take this opportunity to remind parents of the use of the Compass Parent Portal; if you are 
a new parent and do not have your username and password please contact the relevant 
sub-school office through the General Office on 9430 5111. The Compass Parent Portal 
gives parents up to date information about your children’s timetable, attendance, reports, 
upcoming events etc. It allows you to approve your children’s attendance on excursions 
and make payments online plus a host of other things. If you have accessed the Compass 
Parent Portal before but have forgotten your password please contact the relevant sub-
school office through the number indicated above.

A reminder that we run a four period day timetable across a ten day cycle with each period 
of instruction being 72 minutes. The bell times are as follows:

08:45 Warning Bell

08:55 Period 1 start

10:07 Period 1 end

10:12 Period 2 start

11:24 Period 2 end

11:49 Warning bell

11:54 Period 3 start

13:06 Period 3 end

13:50 Warning bell

13:58 Period 4 start

15:10 Period 4 end

Students have already been informed through the assembly program of the expectations 
around prompt arrival and what they need to do if they are late in the morning or to class 
during the day. For the information of parents, students will not be allowed in class late 
without a late pass, which they are required to collect from the Compass Kiosk in the 
General Office.  This will ensure your attendance data is accurate and will allow us to 
communicate with home when a pattern of lateness becomes evident.

I ask parents to ensure that students arrive at school and get to each class on time. A brief 
discussion at home around this expectation would be very supportive of the school.

Student Achievement

Congratulations to the Class of 2016 for their outstanding results and on their success 
in gaining entry into their chosen pathways. In particular I congratulate our School Dux, 
Nada Hasan (Class of 2016, Everard House). Nada achieved an ATAR Rank of 98.7 and will 
be studying Biomedical Science at Monash University. Our students have been offered 
tertiary pathways in a vast range of fields primarily across a number of universities as well 
as a small number of TAFE providers.  I take this opportunity to wish all our students the 
very best in 2017 and beyond. One of our students will be receiving a Premier’s award and 
I will communicate more about this after the award ceremony.

Congratulations to Lucas Wilson Harrison (Class of 2016, Stewart House) and Tobi Azeez 
(Year 12, Everard House) who have been selected for Top Class. Top Class is a concert 
series that presents the works of outstanding VCE students from 2016 in Dance, VET 
Dance, Drama, Theatre Studies, Music Performance, Music Investigation, Music Styles 
and Composition and VET Music. It is part of the VCE Season of Excellence. This is an 
outstanding achievement and I wish both Lucas and Toby the very best as they continue 
to excel in music. 

Congratulations to Carys Norwood (Year 12, Rutter House) who also has been selected 
for the Victorian Season of Excellence – Top Designs exhibition for her work in Product 
Design and Technology - Fibres. This acknowledgement recognised Carys’ talent and I 
wish her all the very best with her studies in 2017. 

Congratulations to Anna Swoboda (Year 10, Andrew House) who on the 19 November, 
2016 was presented with the Australian Scout Medallion (11-14 Year old Category). Anna 
is a member of the 1st/2nd Greensborough Scout Group. To achieve this award required 
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leadership, organization, drive, determination, resilience and high level practical scouting 
knowledge. I congratulate Anna on her achievement and wish her well as she embarks on 
the next youth section of scouting, Venturers.

Past Student Achievement

Congratulations to past student Dale Wakefield (Class of 1986) now the Hon’ Dale 
Wakefield (Territory Labor), Member for Braitling in the Northern Territory and Minister for 
Territory Families. Looking back through Dale’s last school reports it is evident that she 
was then a young woman with a clear sense of direction. I often speak about the various 
pathways that our students take post graduating from Eltham High School, and Dale is a 
perfect example of this. I wish Minister Wakefield all the very best as she continues with 
her leadership in the Northern Territory.

Student Leadership

The Senior School Leaders were announced at the respective first day assemblies. I take 
this opportunity to introduce them to our school community and to congratulate them 
on having been appointed to their positions. I also take this opportunity to thank the 
Senior School team and Mr Cameron Laurence for the work that they did to implement 
the selection process.

School Leaders

Indigo McKinnon (Year 12, Stewart House)

Nicholas Perichon (Year 12, Andrew House)

I am certain that our two School Leaders will continue in the path of their predecessors 
and represent our school in an admirable way by taking our school out into the community 
as well as bringing the community into the school. I look forward to working closely with 
them throughout the various opportunities that 2017 will provide for us.

Year 12 House Leaders

Andrew House: Ebony Turner; Ben Evans

Everard House: Bri Flint; Jack Dimech

Rutter House: Ella Elford; Bill Burgess

Stewart House: Hannah Glynatsis; Lane Mihaljevic

Year 11 House Leaders

Andrew House: April Harrison; Abigail Wilson

Everard House: Maya Ranganathan; Liam White

Rutter House: Sophia Molinaro-Lawrence; Rhylie Cooper

Stewart House: Marianna Saill-Dilnot; Brody Ward

Year 10 Leaders

Tess Hider (Stewart House); Anna Panozzo (Rutter House); Lachlan Everett (Rutter 
House); Wilson Street (Stewart House); Paige Mihaljevic (Stewart House); Larisa Tutera 
(Stewart House); Anna Swoboda (Andrew House); Lily Whiteman (Rutter House).

Middle School and Junior School Leaders will be announced as these selection processes 
are concluded.

Part of the work of the Senior, Middle and Junior School Leaders is to empower their peers 
to show leadership in everything that they engage with throughout the year. I am certain 
that they will demonstrate their leadership by role modelling how they live the school 
values through their everyday actions.

Bourke Street Mall Tragedy

I am certain that in one way or another we have all been touched by the events that 
took place in the Bourke Street Mall on Friday 20 January. I am certain that within our 
community there are people who may have known one of the victims or perhaps even 
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been present in the mall on that day or know someone who witnesses the devastating 
situation. Most certainly a good number of us often walk through the Bourke Street Mall 
and being the summer holidays the probability of this was even higher. Whatever the 
connection I am sure that we all felt a level of distress in hearing what occurred and for 
some even a deep sense of loss. 

On behalf of the Eltham High School Community I extend our most sincere condolences 
to the families, friends, work colleagues and school peers of those that lost their lives as 
well as an expression of sorrow for all those that still remain injured either in hospital or at 
home and of course for everyone who has been affected by this tragedy.

I spoke about this incident at the first-day Assemblies highlighting the senselessness of 
this action and how no good can ever come from violence. I feel that these messages 
resonated well with the students and I hope that they will use the school values and those 
espoused by their parents to guide them to live a life which adds positively to society. I 
encourage everyone to gain support if you are feeling overwhelmed by this situation. In 
particular if you believe that you child may be still distressed by this event, I ask that you 
contact either your child’s co-ordinator or Louise Heathcote (Student Services Leader – 
hea@elthamhs.vic.edu.au) so that help and support can be organized for your child.

Black Saturday Anniversary

The anniversary of the events that took place on Black Saturday, 2009 is 7 February. We 
will be remembering this day by conducting a ribbon tying ceremony around the memorial 
tree which is located in the central courtyard of our school on Tuesday 7 February at 10:30 
am. Students and staff were invited to attend this expression of remembrance.  Two of our 
senior student leaders, Bri Flint (Year 12, Everard House) and Ella Leaford (Year 12, Rutter 
House), expressed the following thoughts at the ceremony:

“We are here on the 8th anniversary of Black Saturday to speak about the hope and support 
that is given by our wonderful community. By coming together and holding this memorial 
each year, we are able to remember those we have lost and cherish their memory, as well 
as sympathise with those who were equally affected by this tragedy. Even though nearly a 
decade has passed since February 7 2009, we are all still here to support each other and 
help those who need it.

Although the events of Black Saturday were tragic, and will never be forgotten by those 
who experienced the devastation that occurred; they also served as a reminder of the 
strength of our community to come together and support each other. Donations of 
clothes, food and money piled in for the affected, and on the morning of February 9th 
alone, the Red Cross received 6,000 offers of blood donations for the injured. This serves 
as a testament to the compassion and generosity of those around us, and reminds that in 
trying times we must not retreat in despair, but come together to share our pain and to 
spread the love that allows us to heal. 

This tree that now stands strongly in our courtyard is a beacon of hope for many who 
are still healing. It demonstrates that while we will always remember that harrowing day, 
we can learn to grow stronger as time moves forward, just as this tree will continue to 
grow year after year. Planted in remembrance of those who were lost, it now serves as 
a symbol of the terrible loss we all felt as a result of this disaster. It will remain when all 
students who remember the events of February 7 have graduated and it will ensure, that 
as a community, we never forget this tragedy that has shown us the support and empathy 
that can be provided by those around us. 

We can find hope in the way that education on the danger of bushfires and on how to 
prepare ourselves for bushfire has improved dramatically after Black Saturday. Although 
no amount of preparation can change the events of the past, we can aspire to make it so 
that an event like this never repeated, that we can learn from the despair we felt and from 
the heart-wrenching stories we all heard about that day. We can work together to create 
a safer community.

We are deeply fortunate that our school provides an environment in which we can recover, 
and that if you ever feel that you need someone to talk to, you can always find support in 
our student services. We are a school that prides itself upon resilience, showing that even 
in the worst of times, there will always be someone there to help you; whether that be a 
friend or teacher. 

Thank you”

Mid-Summer Pride March 2017

The Mid-Summer Pride March took place last Sunday, 29 January. Over twenty students and 

ROSTER FOR FEBRUARY 2017

Wed 08
• Melissa Baddeley
• Bindu Bali

Thurs 09
• Annie Rawson
• Volunteer Needed

Fri 10
• Robyn McCorkelle
• Rachael Revill

Mon 13
• Volunteer Needed
• Volunteer Needed

Tues 14
• Volunteer Needed
• Christine Fick

UPCOMING MENU 

Wed: - Mini Quiche and Salad

Thurs: -Souvlaki

Fri: - Hamburgers and Veggie 
Burgers

Mon: - Nachos

Tues: - Meatball Subs

CANTEEN
ROSTER & MENU
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6 staff participated in the march this year and a number of parents attended in support. It 
was great to see the number of students there. Once again we marched under the Eltham 
High School Banner alongside the Safe Schools Coalition and Minus 18. Congratulations 
to everyone that attended in support our school value of Respect for Diversity. Once again 
an outstanding effort!

The Storm of the 29 December

When most people were starting to settle into the holiday break after a frantic Christmas, 
on 29 December, Victoria was struck by severe storms. It was reported that around 77 
mm of rain fell over the Eltham area in the first half hour of rain. As a result our school 
sustained substantial damage to floors and ceilings as well as to the state of the grounds. 
Fortunately, we were able to engage the support of our Regional Office immediately 
as well as the Department’s Re-instatement Program Coordinators and the repair work 
commenced immediately. 

It has taken most of the break to get the necessary work completed and the school ready 
for the students for Day 1.  I am pleased to say that we managed to do it and the students 
were none the wiser of what has taken place. 

I want to acknowledge the work of our Business Manager, Ms Kathleen Hannan who, 
through her determination and continuous contact with the contractors, ensured that 
the work was completed in time. It has been reported that 70 schools were affected by 
the floods and that the two worst affected were Eltham High School and Oakleigh Primary 
School. 

Unfortunately the end result has been that because the focus over the break was the re-
instatement work, some of the usual maintenance work that was scheduled for this break 
did not get done. This will be a priority for the next break.

Student Accident Insurance

Parents/guardians are reminded that the Department of Education and Early Childhood 
Development does not provide personal accident insurance for students. Likewise the 
school does not have a whole-school policy for personal accident insurance for students. 
Parents and guardians are responsible for paying the cost of medical treatment for injured 
students, including transport costs. Reasonably low cost accident insurance policies are 
available from some commercial insurers. These cover a range of medical expenses not 
covered by Medicare or private health insurance. Parents/guardians may wish to purchase 
such a policy for individual students.

VINCENT SICARI, Principal

ASSISTANT PRINCIPALS REPORT

Attendance and Absences

At Eltham High School we recognise the importance of regular attendance at school and 
the links with likelihood of success in learning. Daily school attendance is important for all 
children and young people to succeed in education and to ensure they don’t fall behind 
both socially and developmentally. Children and young people who regularly attend 
school and complete Year 12 or an equivalent qualification have better health outcomes, 
better employment outcomes, and higher incomes across their lives. It is important that 
children develop habits of regular attendance at an early age.

In support of regular school attendance the Department of Education and Training have 
produced resources for schools and families on promoting attendance at school. The 
resources ‘Every Day Counts’ can be accessed at http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/
parents/behaviour/Pages/studentattendance.aspx. Resources available for families 
include:

• Recommended Approaches to Absence for Parents

• My Child Has Anxiety About Going to School

• How Can I Get My Teenager to School?

Support to improve student attendance is available at school. Please contact your child’s 
sub-school if you have any concerns about getting your child to school.

Drama 
When: Wednesday (Junior) 
Thursday (Senior) 
Location: 111 Drama Space 
Time: 3.20pm – 5.00pm 
George Franklin 
Drama/Coach Critical & Creative 
Thinking

Scrambled Prince Workshops 
When: Tuesday  
Location: 111 Drama Space 
Time: 3.20pm – 6.00pm 
George Franklin 
Drama/Coach Critical & Creative 
Thinking

Interschool Debating Team 
When: Monday Lunchtime 
Location: Room 301 
Adaline Tallarida 
Debating Coordinator

PRISIM 
(People - Respecting - Indvidual’s - 
Sexuality - Identity - Movement) 
When: Thursday Lunchtime 
Location: Student Services 
Louise Heathcote 
Student Services Leader

Tournament of Minds Term 2 
(Year 7 - 10) 
When: Tuesday Lunchtime 
Location: Room 154 
Loren Clarke & Namoi Edrees 
Tournament of Minds Coordinator

Eltham High School Environment 
Group 
When: Wednesday Lunchtime
Location: Room 154  
April Butterworth (year 12)

Pottery Club  
When: Friday Lunchtime 
Location: Room 602 
Donna Ayres 
Technology Teacher

ELTHAM HS CLUBS
WHY NOT GET INVOLVED!
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Setting Expectations

Welcome to the 2017 school year. It has been a great commencement to the year and we 
have taken the opportunity to communicate our expectations with all students through 
the year level assemblies that were held on the first day of classes. The focus of these 
discussions was ensuring that students understand that we want to support them to 
achieve their very best in their learning at Eltham High School.

The expectations were outlined in the context of our classroom rules, and have been 
unpacked further with students by classroom teachers over the past week. The discussions 
focused on two key priorities for students; coming to class ready to learn and engaging in 
a respectful way in the school community.

The idea of coming to class ready to learn was discussed from a range of perspectives. 
Students were reminded that they needed to come prepared to learn, not only with the 
required materials but also with a mindset for learning. Having a ‘growth mindset’ is 
something that we will be discussing further with students over the course of the year 
through the Involve and Tutorial programs. The importance of arriving at class in a timely 
manner was also discussed. As of this year any student arriving late to any lesson will 
be required to collect a latepass from the Compass Kiosk at the General Office prior to 
arriving at class.

Engaging in a respectful way in the school community will be a continued focus for us all. 
In 2016 the school engaged in a Respectful Relationships Education project, and we will 
be communicating further with students and families about this over the next few months.

Specifically, we talked about the school’s new Mobile Phone policy. While we recognise 
that there are many educational benefits of mobile phones, we equally recognise that 
they can be a source of disruption and distraction in a classroom. It has been made clear 
to students that while they have permission to take their mobile phones to class, they 
should be out of sight and switched off. Student use of phones will only be allowed when 
students have sought and been given permission by their teacher.

The Dress Code was also discussed with students. We acknowledged the benefits of not 
having a school uniform while also recognising the need to have a Dress Code. It was 
clarified for students that brief clothing is not suitable at school – this includes the wearing 
of singlets, short skirts or shorts and thongs. Students were also told that closed toed 
footwear was necessary in many learning areas and is most suitable for school. Further 
information about the Dress Code will be included in this newsletter. 

We seek your support as families in helping us to ensure that all students are able to 
engage positively in their learning. The sub-school teams and Student Services are 
available to support those students who may need further assistance to connect fully with 
their learning. Please do not hesitate to contact the school where you have and concerns.

FRAN MULLINS, Assistant Principal

Compass - SAC’s, SAT’s and Common Assessment tasks

In 2017 we will continue to use Compass to inform students of key assessment tasks and 
to report progressively against student achievement in these tasks. As a school we are 
working to improve the consistency of processes and information for all students. As 
parents you can support students in their learning by:

•	 Becoming familiar with the processes related to Common Assessment Tasks and 
VCE assessment procedures. A summary document outlining these processes 
has been sent to all families via Compass and can be found on Compass under 
‘School Documentation’

Extra Maths Help

When: Tuesday
Location: Room 915
Time: 3.10pm – 4.00pm

Briony Turner
Maths KLA Coordinator

Homework Club - Year 7
When: Thursday
Location: Room 142
Time: Lunchtime

Ashlea Oates
English/Integration Studies Teacher

IT Support - Year 7
Get to know your surface Pro 3

When: Thursday 
Location: Room 140
Time: Lunchtime

Luke Herring
ICT Leader

Smart not Scattered - Year 7
A group for Year 7 students 
wishing to get on top of their 
time management, goal setting 
and organisation.

When: Thursday 
Location: Room 142
Time: Lunchtime

Ashlea Oates
English/Integration Studies Teacher

EHS Swimming Club

When: Thursday 
Location: Watermarc  
Time: 7.00am – 8.00am

Phil Boyd

EHS Swimming Club Coordinator

EXTRACURRICULAR 
CLASSES & TUTORIALS
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•	 Check in to Compass regularly to keep up to date with upcoming assessment 
tasks you child may have and monitor when tasks are not submitted or overdue.  
A document outlining the guidelines for parents in regards to Late and Non 
Submission of work has been sent to all families via Compass and can be found 
on Compass under ‘School Documentation’

An information evening for parents of Year 7 students will be held on Monday 20 
February at 6:00pm. Here, parents new to Compass will gain an overview of how it 
operates and how they can engage with the Learning Tasks features mentioned above.

As a staff we are looking forward to implementing these processes across the school. 
Please stay in communication with the school through contacting the relevant teacher 
directly or myself (nao@elthamhs.vic.edu.au) if you believe information regarding 
assessment on Compass is not up to date or accurate. Please also contact us here at 
school if you have any questions.

 TIM NATOLI, Assistant Principal

JUNIOR SCHOOL
 
Clubs and Societies

PRISIM -Thursday Lunchtime Student Services Office - Contact person: Steph Francese

Swimming - Thursday 23 February onwards at WaterMarc 7am to 8am: Phil Boyd

Interschool Debating - Monday Lunchtime Room 301: Adaline Tallarida

Pottery Club: Tuesday Lunchtime Room 602: Donna Ayres

Get to know your Surface Pro 4! - Year 7 only: Thursday Lunchtime Room 140: Luke 
Herring

Smart not Scattered - Year 7 only: Thursday Room 166: Ashlea Oates

EHS Environment Group: Wednesday Lunchtime Room 154: April Butterworth (year 12)

Junior Drama: Wednesday Afterschool Drama Space: George Franklin

Senior Drama: Thursday Afterschool Drama Space: George Franklin

Choir Practice: Monday Lunchtime Room 905: Lynlee Williams

 
List of Junior School Coordinators

7ABCD - Naomi McQueen - mqq@elthamhs.vic.edu.au - 9430 5268

7EFGH - Adam Scanlon - scn@elthamhs.vic.edu.au / 9430 5211

7JK - Anam Javed - jav@elthamhs.vic.edu.au / 9430 5270

 
Administration Support Loren Holland - hoa@elthamhs.vic.edu.au - 9430 5110

Email is the preferred mode of contact.

 
Recording School Absences

The School Attendance Line is the port of call for general attendance issues where a 
student is not present at school, this is a prompted voice message line.

Alternatively parents can record attendance through their child’s Compass portal.

In the case where  your child will be absent for a prolonged period of time (eg. Holiday) we 
ask that you also email your child’s Coordinator.

The Attendance line is 9430 5299.

 
ICT Information Evening 20 Feb 2017

Dear Year 7 Parents/Guardians,

You are invited to Eltham High School to attend an “ICT Information Evening” on Monday 
20 February, from 6.30 pm to 8 pm in the 100’s building. 

PARENT
INFORMATION

2017

TERM 1:

Starts Wednesday, 01 February

 (Year 7, 11 and 12 Students)

 

 Thursday, 02 February

 (All Students)
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The evening is an excellent opportunity to address any questions you may have about the 
Surface Pro’s, Compass, and Common Assessed Tasks for students which are uploaded 
and graded via Compass. The event is being run by Luke Herring (e-Learning Leader), and 
Loren Clarke (Curriculum Data Leader). 

I would highly encourage you to attend this. This is “parents only” evening. A further “Meet 
the Teachers” evening will be held where you can meet year 7 teachers and pose subject-
specific questions. 

We look forward to seeing you soon. Light supper will be provided.

Any questions about this evening can be directed to Anam Javed (Junior School Leader - 
jav@elthamhs.vic.edu.au).

WaterMarc 15 February 2017

The Year 7 students will going to WaterMarc for swimming on 15 February with their subject 
teachers. 7ABCDE will be going from 9am to 12pm, followed by 7FGHJK who will be going 
from 12pm to 3pm, with classes as normal for the other portion of the day. Students are 
required to bring their swimming gear, a change of clothes, a towel, a packed lunch and 
a water bottle. Students will come to school as normal and will be picked up from school. 

 
ICT Issues

All ICT issues are dealt with by the ICT team located in the 400’s, under the leadership of 
the E-Learning Leader Luke Herring (her@elthamhs.vic.edu.au). Students are to go there 
with any concerns or issues.

 
PE Uniform

Students must wear their PE uniform for PE and Sports. This includes the hats that they 
will be provided with soon.

ANAM JAVED, Junior School Coordinator and Team Leader

MIDDLE SCHOOL
 
Year 8 Camps

As part of our Year 8 Program an annual surf camp is held at Torquay. Students are 
away from school for two days to participate in an overnight camp (under canvas), 
and participate in surfing and stand up paddle board activities. Both the surfing and 
stand up paddle boarding are two-hour sessions conducted by a highly regarded 
commercial operator called “Go Ride a Wave”. The specialised instruction provided 
can see remarkable progress in a short time with many first time surfers able to stand 
on the boards by the end of their session. All students are provided with full-length 
wetsuits and those not confident in the water are able to stay in shallow water during 
the activities. The boards used are specially designed for safety and for beginners. 

This camp is linked to the Year 8 Physical Education Water Safety unit and provides a great 
opportunity for students to experience new outdoor activities. It also adds an exciting 
dimension to our Year 8 program that helps build a positive rapport between students 
and their teachers, and helps engender a positive approach from Year 8 students to their 
schooling in general. We hope and expect that all students will be able to participate. The 
cost of the camp is $210.00 which covers transport, equipment, instruction, a visit to the 
Surf museum, accommodation (tents) and food (excludes lunch on day 1).

Students will participate in one of 5 overnight camps in Term 1. The relevant dates are:

Camp 1 Tuesday 14 March – Wednesday 15 March         Forms 8A, 8B and 8L*

Camp 2 Wednesday 15 March - Thursday 16 March        Forms 8C, 8D and 8L*

Camp 3 Thursday 16 March – Friday 17 March                Forms 8E, 8F and 8L*

Camp 4 Monday 20 March – Tuesday 21 March              Forms 8G, 8H and 8L*

Camp 5 Tuesday 22 March – Wednesday 23 March         Forms 8J, 8K and 8L*

*Due to the unusually high number of Year 8 classes, 8L students have created groups of 

FEBRUARY 2017

•	h

ELTHAM SPORTS
TIMETABLE
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approximately 5 students, and these have been spread across the 5 camps.  

Further details including equipment lists will be provided closer to the date. If you have 
any queries regarding this camp please contact a Middle School Coordinator on 9430 
5172.

ROSS MIKINNON, Middle School Coordinator and Team Leader

CAREERS
 
Year 10 Work Experience 2017: Monday 15 -  Friday 19 May 2017

All students are required to organise an appropriate placement for this time, with the 
emphasis being on a career related interest. Students can access the required forms form 
the school careers website at 

www.elthamhighcareers.com 

or obtain them from outside the Careers office.

Please make an early start on organising the placement and be aware that this is a 
compulsory program that replaces all classes including Year 11 enhancement.

ROSS PRINGLE, Careers and Pathways Coordinator

MUSIC
 
Year 7 Instrument Trial Night – Wednesday 8 February, 2017

The night starts at 6:30pm with a BBQ, which provides an opportunity to meet the music 
staff and other families both currently in the Instrumental Music Program and new to 
Year 7.  This is followed by a performance from our Symphonic Band and a hands-on 
opportunity to try all of the instruments, which is always a great experience for students.  
Members of our staff will be present to assist, observe and assess the students during 
this session.  An outline of the Music Program will be presented, including information on 
purchasing instruments, fees and lesson structure.  Staff will also be available to answer 
any questions you might have about your child’s involvement in our Instrumental Music 
Program. We look forward to your child taking part in our Instrumental Music Program in 
2017 and beyond.

Music lessons and rehearsals will start from next week – Monday 6 February 2017.  Please 
ensure you check Compass for your scheduled lesson and rehearsal times.  Please see a 
list of the 2017 large ensemble rehearsal times listed below.

Choir:    Monday Lunchtime 

Stage Band:  Monday 3.30-5.30pm

Jazz Band:   Monday 3.30-5.30pm

Training Band:  Tuesday 7.30-8.45am (commences 14/3/2017)

Junior Strings:  Tuesday 7.30-8.45am (commences 14/3/2017)  

Concert Band:  Tuesday 3.30-5.30pm

Intermediate Band:  Wednesday 7.30-8.45am

Symphonic Band:  Wednesday 3.20-5.30pm & Friday 7.20-8.45am

Senior Strings:  Thursday 3.30-5.00pm

Intermediate Strings:  Friday 7.30-8.45am

 
Music fees are payable by instalments.  Please note the following dates for each instalment.

Main Ensemble levy fee due Monday 6 February 2017

Instrumental Lesson fee due Tuesday 18 April 2017

Small Ensemble fee and any other charges i.e. Instrument hire, Percussion 

MID-SUMMER PRIDE 
MARCH 2017
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equipment fee due Monday 17 July 2017.

(i.e. Intermediate Band member - 1st instalment due by 6 February is the Ensemble 
fee of $400.00)

Training Band and Junior Strings fees have a different fee schedule.  You will be notified 
upon enrolment. 

We are looking forward to another great year filled with wonderful music.

RICK PLUMMER, Director of Music

SPORT
 
Australian Volleyball Schools Cup

Last year we had a wonderful week of competition at the Australian Volleyball Schools’ Cup 
across three venues showcasing 505 teams from Australia and New Zealand, competing 
over 6 days. With 47 courts, 5000 participants and more than 130 schools there were 
25,000 rallies played in 19 girls divisions and 19 boys divisions.

Eltham high had a very successful week with 9 teams out of the 13 teams competing 
winning a medal.

Results :

U/14 Girls Div 1 = BRONZE  U/14 Boys Div 1 = 6th

U/14 Girls Div 2 = BRONZE   U/14 Boys Div 2 = GOLD

U/15 Girls Honours = 7th  U/15 Boys Div 1 = BRONZE

U/15 Girls Div 2 = BRONZE   U/15 Boys Div 2 = BRONZE

     U/15 Boys Div 3 = SILVER

U/16 Girls Honours = 7th  U/16 Boys Honours = 7th

Open Girls Div 1 = SILVER  Open Boys Div 1 = GOLD

 
Overall / Best school trophy

1st Heathfield (SA)= 612 points

2nd Brighton (SA)= 607 points

3rd Craigslea (QLD)= 550 points

4th Rossmoyne (WA) = 518 points

5th Mazenod (VIC) = 500 points

6th Eltham (VIC) = 479 points

7th Billanook (VIC) = 478 points

 
Well done to all students and a very big thank you to all coaches and managers for their 
support.

Team photos that were taken during the tournament will be available for collection this 
week. These have been paid for prior to the tournament and can be collected from your 
team captain. Captains should collect a set of their team photos from Mr Thomas in the 
PE office.

 
2017 Program Trials

All students wanting to be a part of the volleyball program this year are required to attend 
selection trials. At the trial they will receive details of the payment required by the end 
of term Trials will take place on the following days. All trials held on the show court at 
lunchtime.

 
Tuesday 7 February   year 10,11and 12 girls

Wednesday 8 February Year 10,11and 12 boys

Thursday 9 February  Year 9 Boys  and year 7 girls during sport
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Friday 10 February   Year 7 girls 2nd trial and year 8 girls during sport

Tuesday 14 February  Year 8 girls 2nd trial 

Wednesday 15 February  Year 9 girls

Thursday 16 February  Year 7 boys during sport

Friday 17 February   Year 7 boys 2nd trial and year 8 boys during sport

Tuesday 21 February   Year 8 boys 2nd trial

 
Congratulations to Angus Heys (Year 8, Stewart House) on being selected in the State 
Beach Volleyball team to represent Victoria in the U15 Australian Beach Volleyball 
Championships in Perth during the Easter holidays.

Volleyball Competitions

A Year 7 Volleyball Competition will begin on Thursday February 9 at 3.25pm in the Sports 
Stadium. This is open to any Year 7 students. Students make up their own teams and enter 
on the first night of competition. The first night is FREE. $3 to play other weeks. Finals and 
trophies at the end of term 2.

Spikezone for Primary aged students will begin on Thursday February 9 at 4.15pm in the 
stadium. First night FREE.  $5 each week ( 2 games and coaching each week).

The Senior Volleyball Competition for students in Year 8 and up will be held each 
Wednesday at 3.25pm and will begin on Wednesday February 15. First night free and 
$3 each week to play. This is a very important practice competition and students in the 
Volleyball Program should be involved.

 
Volleyball Dates

7 February    Eltham Volleyball Trials begin

23 February  Senior Volleyball Round Robin

15 – 17 March   Victorian Beach Volleyball Cup

20 March    Year 7 Volleyball Round Robin

21 April    Senior Boys and Girls Zone Volleyball

27 April    Inter Boys and Girls Zone Volleyball

11 May    One day Vic schools cup

25 May    Inter Boys and Girls State Volleyball

26 May    Senior Boys and Girls State Volleyball

28 – 30 July   Victorian Schools Volleyball Cup

17 October   Year 8 Volleyball Round Robin

31 October   Year 8 Boys and Girls Zone Volleyball

1 November  Year 7 Boys and girls Zone Volleyball

    2018 Year 9 Volleyball round robin

16 November   Year 8 Boys and Girls State Volleyball

17 November  Year 7 Boys and Girls State Volleyball

3 – 8 December   Australian Volleyball schools cup

If your child is selected in a state or national team or has a memorable sporting 
achievement, please let us know so we can share the good news.

GREG THOMAS, Volleyball Coach and Sports Teacher

 
Physical Education Classes 2017

ALL students in Years 7 – 10 will be involved in Physical Education classes in 2017. It is 
important that students are actively engaged during these classes. As part of this ALL 
students are required to wear appropriate clothing for participating in physical activities.

 Years 7 and 8

All Year 7 and 8 students are required to wear the Eltham High School physical education 
uniform in physical education and sport. Students need to wear appropriate footwear.
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Physical education uniforms can be purchased at school (pay cashier).

Cost:

Polo  $38.00

Shorts  $30.00 

 
Years 9, 10 and VCE

Students are required to bring a change of clothes for practical physical education 
classes, which are appropriate for participating in physical activity. Students need to wear 
suitable footwear.

ROBERT WHITLEY, Health and PE Coordinator

Eltham High School Swim Squad 2017

Spring into action and dive in the pool with the Eltham High School Swin Squad. New 
Members welcome. Squad will commence for 2017 at Watermarc – Greensborough on 23 
February and run each Thursday morning (7.00am - 8.00am) of term for the year. Kick 
start your year on a high! 

Coach Neroli Nixon awaits your arrival on pool deck to give you a specialised program 
designed to improve your swimming ability and improve your fitness. Students of all 
swimming ability are welcome to come along. Cost for each session is $12 per session 
payable prior to commencing each term.  (Cost covers hot chocolate and the bus ride 
back to EHS prior to the commencement of classes for the day). So come along and join 
us on pool deck. - it’s great fun!

Contact Phil Boyd for further information:  bod@elthamhs.vic.edu.au

PHIL BOYD, Swim Squad Coordinator

SCIENCE
 
The BrainSTEM Program

Drawing upon the experience of meeting the participants at Intel-ISEF and conversations 
with schools and universities in Australia, the idea for BrainSTEM was to build a program 
that:

•	 Creates an opportunity for high school students 

•	 To come up with an idea as a team, 

•	 Connect them with a mentor (scientist) in a university and then 

•	 Work on that idea with their mentor in a university environment.

A team of 4 students from a school is matched with a mentor from a university. These 
students would then engage in 4 to 5 mentoring sessions at the university (typically once 
a week) and work on their idea. At the end of that mentoring program, these students 
would be given an opportunity to present and showcase their outcomes. 

•	 Grow their interest in STEM by working on innovative ideas

•	 Get them to learn “hands-on” and apply their academic learning with experimental 
science

•	 Integrate their overall learning with research and develop their sense of curiosity

The program has already had an impact on the schools that are participating. Some of the 
students are already talking about being innovative, thinking outside the box and looking 
at solving real-world-problems.

They are discovering their creative side by being challenged by their mentors and 
questioning their theoretical beliefs.

The BrainSTEM program is inclusive and not exclusive. In the pilot program over 60% 
girls participated. One of the key drives for BrainSTEM is to nurture more female STEM 
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enthusiasts. It doesn’t necessarily mean recruiting them for STEM careers – but raising 
awareness and interest in subjects that are game-changers.

Last year two teams from EHS participated, in first semester, Marianna Saill-Dilnot (Year 
11, Stewart House), Nathan Wall (Year 11, Stewart House), Sebastian Ransley-Raven (Year 
11, Everard House) and Josh Kammerhofer (Year 11, Everard House) took part in a project 
at Swinburne University looking at an alternative to the current method of measuring 
blood pressure.

The organisers were so impressed with our students that Marianna Saill-Dilnot was invited 
to speak at the Ada Lovelace Day, hosted by the Royal Society of Victoria

In second semester Stephani Richards (Year 10, Andrew House), Kinga Jaworska (Year 
10, Everard House), Stephanie Kervin (Year 10, Stewart House) and Paige Mihaljevic (Year 
10, Stewart House) designed a behavioural test for autism in mice at the Florey Institute.

This program is open to anyone interested in Science, hopefully we can get two teams 
this year!

If you’re interested in taking part or simply want more information, ask your Science 
teacher or Rob Coventry (Science Coordinator)

ROBERT COVENTRY, Science KLA Coordinator

DRAMA
 
After School Drama Program

The Eltham High School Drama Program will again run two ensembles in 2017:

Junior Drama Ensemble (Years 7-8) Wednesday afternoons from 3.20pm – 5:00pm: 
commencing on Wednesday, 15 February.

Senior Drama Ensemble (Years 9-12) Thursday afternoons from 3:20pm-5:00pm: 
commencing on Thursday, 9 February.

Both ensembles are fun, co-operative and educational cross age experiences and are 
an Eltham High School institution. It is the Ensembles that create the school’s major 
productions and improvisation performances, and provide the springboard into the 
school’s elite drama performance groups.

Both Ensembles are open to all students. There is no audition, and all participating students 
are guaranteed a part in any Ensemble production. The emphasis is on the process rather 
than the product, on learning and enjoyment rather than the production alone. 

Ensemble members are required to attend all workshops and other rehearsals and 
performances as notified. Students are to arrive punctually at 3.20 pm and are expected 
to remain until they are dismissed at 5:00pm unless a prior arrangement is made with Mr 
Franklin. The pick up point for students is at the drive through area at the Withers Way 
entrance to the school. Any student who is unable to attend any scheduled session should 
notify Mr Franklin either by telephone on 9430 5111 or by email on fra@elthamhs.vic.edu.
au.  Students should bring a snack and a drink to each workshop and should wear loose, 
comfortable clothing appropriate to performance. All Ensemble members will be provided 
with a black Ensemble T-shirt which they will be expected to wear at each workshop, as 
well as at other ensemble sessions.

There is a fee of $180 per semester payable by BPay, MasterCard/Visa or directly to the 
school Cashier.

GEORGE FRANKLIN, Drama Teacher
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STUDENT GROWTH AND STUDENT LEADERSHIP
  
If we recall our most memorable educational and inspirational experiences at school, it 
has often been when we have been involved and engaged. As a new staff member to 
Eltham High School, the high level of involvement is clearly evident in a multitude of co-
curricular areas. I am really looking forward to working with our students to continue to 
create, explore and enhance existing and further opportunities.

I was honoured to meet Nicholas Perichon (Year 12, Andrew House) and Indigo McKinnon,  
Year 12, Stewart House) 2017 School Leaders. Nicholas and Indigo are very inspirational 
and are keen to deliver these goals, and more!  We invite all students and members to 
the Eltham community to approach us with any ideas for increasing opportunities for our 
students.

PETER TOREY, Student Growth and Student Leadership

STUDENT SERVICES
 
Welcome everyone to 2017, below is some basic community information about Student 
Services.

 
Our Purpose;

•	 Providing safe supportive and nurturing spaces for all

•	 Challenging Students to grow and learn

•	 Support and enhance engagement in education and school community

•	 Work as a coordinated team in support of students social and emotional growth

 
Our Team

Louise Heathcote – Student Services Leader

Sue Picket – Head of Integration

Ross Pringle – Careers and Pathways

Lyn Davis – Student Support Worker / Wellbeing Programs (Wednesday)

Fran Mullins – Assistant Principal

Marnie Wadsworth – First Aid

Educational Psychologists – Vaughan (Wednesday) and Peter (Thursday)

Student Placement – Counselling Masters 2017 Theresa Rowe and Steph Francise

 
Access

If Parents or carers are concerned about the social and emotional progress or wellbeing 
of their student or believe there is information that needs to be conveyed to teachers to 
enable them to best support the students engagement at school the first contact should 
always be the students’ Sub-School Coordinator. 

Parents and Students are encouraged to bring concerns or questions regarding Student 
Wellbeing to the students’ Sub School Coordinator or Sub School Head first who will 
implement an appropriate level of confidentiality in order to either deal with the matter 
directly or refer the student to the Student Services Leader (Ms Louise Heathcote). The 
Student Services Leader has the ability and capacity to briefly counsel students and or 
refer students to a range of school based (eg: Educational psychologists; student support 
workers; external and internal programs; peer support) or external services (eg: Nillumbik 
Community Health; alternative school settings; Community Youth Services).

At various times throughout the year the school newsletter and Compass News Feed will 
contain valuable information about Student Services events, parenting forums, mental 
health and community news. In support of your young person’s wellbeing, please take 
note of this valuable information.  

LOUISE HEATHCOTE, Student Services Leader
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FIRST AID
 
First Aid - Information Regarding Your Child’s Health Needs:

Can parents please ensure we have up-to-date and relevant information regarding 
your child’s health needs.  As per our guidelines, all students who suffer from Asthma, 
Anaphylaxis, Diabetes and/or Epilepsy need to have a management plan signed by your 
doctor within the past 12 months.

For all other medical needs, please contact me, if you haven’t already on 9430 5120 or 
wad@elthamhs.vic.edu.au.

 
Notification of Infectious Diseases:

Please be advised that we have a number of students at the school with compromised 
immune systems.  As such, can I please ask that if your child develops an infectious 
disease such as chickenpox, measles, rubella, whooping cough or meningitis that you not 
only keep them at home for the recommended time, but also inform me?  This information 
will remain confidential.

 
Head Lice

The school has been notified that a student in Year10 has recently been treated for head 
lice.  Can you please take a moment to check your child’s hair and commence appropriate 
treatment where necessary. 

According to the Public Health and Wellbeing Regulations 2009, children with head lice 
can be readmitted to school after treatment has commenced.

The department recommends a child with head lice can be treated one evening and 
return to school the next day, even if there are still some eggs present. There is no need to 
miss school because of head lice.

Further information regarding treatment of head lice can be found at www.health.vic.gov.
au/headlice 
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Tuning in to Teens 
 

Emotionally Intelligent Parenting 
A six-session parenting program  

for parents of adolescents aged from 10-16 years 
 

Would you like to learn how to: 

 be better at talking with your teen? 
 be better at understanding your teen? 
 help your teen learn to manage their emotions?  
 help to prevent behaviour problems in your teen? 
 teach your teen to deal with conflict? 
 

Tuning in to Teens 
shows you how to help your teen develop Emotional Intelligence. 

Adolescents with higher Emotional Intelligence: 
 are more aware, assertive and strong in situations of peer pressure 
 have greater success with making friends and are more able to manage conflict 

with peers 
 are more able to cope when upset or angry 
 have fewer mental health and substance abuse difficulties 
 have more stable and satisfying relationships 

as adults 
 have greater career success –  
 Emotional intelligence may be a better predictor 

of academic and career success than IQ! 
 

Where:  Eltham High School 
30-60 Withers Way, Eltham 

When: Wednesdays 15 Feb - 22 Mar 2017 
7.00 - 9.00pm  

Cost: $160 / $240 couples for 6 x 2hr sessions 

For all enquiries or to make a booking please call:  
Kate Culy - 0404 042 789 or Jodie Harris - 0412 822 858 

    

 

  
 

For more information visit 
www.theparentingjourney.com.au 

Parenting Journey 

Or visit us at 

Yoga 

 Wednesdays 4.45pm at Eltham High 

 
for staff, students, parents & friends 

Enhance your flexibility, strength & stamina 
Experience profound relaxation 

Come along release shoulders, ease hips, lengthen spine and legs, build stability and deep find deep 
focus and calm. 

Poses are explained step by step - with variations to further challenge, or ease the pose according to 
your needs.   

Your instructor, Gillian Lazenby, has taught yoga for 21 years.    
This dedicated and friendly group has been running since 2012.  

Everyone welcome. 
In room 408, next to Library.  All equipment is provided.  1 hour sessions 

$15 (students $12).   8 week term course $100 (students $80) 

No need to book, just come along, we’d love to see you. 
 

Genius Wellbeing Yoga & Pilates 
www.geniuswellbeing.com.au/timetable   

mail@geniuswellbeing.com.au 
mobile 0425 860 170 

 

Allwood Animation Project 2017 

 
Beginners Animation classes for young people aged 13 to 17 seeking an alternative 
education experience.  
Learn to create your own animation or work on one of our professional shorts.  
No skills required. Learn to use Photoshop and Premiere Elements 
Tutor-Cath Murphy, Director of the Rural Animation Project
http://ruralanimationproject.com/ 
 
Date: Feb 7 2017  
Time: 11am til 1pm  
Venue: Allwood Community House  
             901 Main Rd   
             Hurstbridge VIC 3099  
Contact: Cath Murphy (tutor) 
               mob: 0428400220  
 
Cost:  $10/week $80 this term  
Funded by Nillumbik Community Fund and Allwood Neighbourhood House. 
Fully subsidized places available.
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TENNIS COACHING    
AVAILABLE AT 

ELTHAM HIGH SCHOOL TENNIS COURTS 

ENROL NOW FOR                   
TERM 1 2017 LESSONS 

BOUNCE INTO OUR TERM 1 AUSSIE OPEN SPECIAL  

FOR FIRST 10 NEW STUDENTS 

Enrol Now & RECEIVE 30% OFF 

YOUR FEES  

and also receive a FREE HEAD Tennis Racquet Pack valued at $60 

For more information please call Topline Tennis on 9432 - 3706                         
Web: www.toplinetennis.com Email: info@toplinetennis.com 

Designed speciÞcally for ladies, sessions involve building skills, 
movement and match play in a fun social environment. 

www.toplinetennis.com

To find out more contact: 
Brayden - 0425 831 666 
or email 
brayden@toplinetennis.com

         Ladies Tennis 
             Coaching & Fitness              

          WHERE             WHEN 

Research Tennis Club             Mon 9:30-10:30am 

Viewbank Tennis Club                  Mon 7:00-8:00pm, Wed 2:00-3:00pm 

Eltham High School   Thu 7:00-8:00pm

Starting 
From The 

30th of 
January


