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PRINCIPALS REPORT
 
School Values

In the first assemblies of the year our Senior School Leaders presented their perspective 
of each of our School Values. It is my intention to focus on one of the values each week 
over the next few weeks by publishing the thoughts of these young people. This week I 
begin with:

The Pursuit of Excellence: Jack Dimech (Year 12, Everard House Leader)

“Excellence, simply put, is achieving greatness. Pursuing excellence means doing 
your absolute best, taking challenges head on and never settling for anything less 
than incredible. It takes pride in your work, an enormous amount of effort and careful 
goal setting to become outstanding.

I’m sure you are all well aware of the areas in which Eltham High offers opportunities 
to pursue excellence, such as music, sport and of course the subjects offered here. 
But today I would like to talk to you all about an experience of my own that taught me 
a great deal about achieving excellence.

Over the summer break I was fortunate enough to spend a week at the Lord Somers 
Big Camp – a program I enthuse all of you to consider applying for when you’re in 
Year 11. It is run with the intention of breaking down social barriers and prejudices and 
developing leadership skills. Throughout the camp, the staff and group leaders went 
on and on about putting in your all, holding nothing back. They would tell us that we 
needed to put in 110%. We kind of shrugged it off, we all thought we knew what they 
meant - do your best. It wasn’t until the end of the camp that we really understood 
what they meant. 

It’s really hard to get this realisation across to you in words. I believe a true 
understanding of this is almost impossible unless you’ve actually experienced yourself 
going beyond your physical limits personally. I thought I understood before the camp. 
When you actually give everything you’ve got, until you are convinced that you have 
nothing left in the tank – practically given up - and are then pushed another 10%, you 
understand. This is exactly what putting in 110% means - putting in everything you 
think you have – 100% - and realising that isn’t all you’ve got. I think that quite often 
once we achieve our goal, we stop. We’re content with what we’ve done, but why stop 
there? Part of achieving excellence is pushing yourself further- setting another goal. “I 
can do this, now I want to be able to do this.” Don’t settle for anything less than your 
very best. The pride I felt after discovering that my abilities exceeded my own beliefs is 
almost indescribable. An experience like that positions you to re-evaluate everything 
you thought you were capable of and is quite possibly one of the most rewarding 
experiences you could have.

I think that putting in 110% is very relevant to pursuing excellence and achieving 
distinction. Coming into another year at Eltham High, your teachers will have new 
expectations for you and hopefully you will too, so this is something you can all take 
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FEBRUARY 2017 

Wed 15
•	Year 7 Watermarc excursion
•	 Indonesia Trip 2017 Information 
Evening at 7:00pm

Thu 16
•	Year 12 Seminar Headstart - Ace 
Your Exams P1
•	Year 7 Boys Cricket

Fri 17
•	Year 7 Boys Cricket
•	Year 11 OES Rock Climbing

Mon 20
•	Year 8 Surf Camp 8G, 8H and 8L
•	Year 7 Parent ICT Information 
Evening

Wed 21
•	Swimming Sports Carnival

Thu 23
•	Senior Volleyball Round Robin

Sat 25
•	Eltham Jazz Festival

Tue 28
•	Meet the Teachers Evening -Year 7 
Parents

MARCH 2017 

Wed 01
•	Farewell Scrambled Prince 
Performance

Sat 04
•	Adelaide Fringe Tour Scrambled 
Prince 

Mon 06
•	Year 8 Cultural Infusion incursion
•	Year 12 Seminar - Feed your Brain 
Workshop

Wed 08
•	Student Photo Day

Tue 14
•	Year 11 Study Camp at Forest Edge
•	Year 8 Surf Camp 8A, 8B and 8L 

Wed 15
•	Year 8 Surf Camp 8C, 8D and 8L

Thu 16
•	Year 8 Surf Camp 8E, 8F and 8L*

SCHOOL CALENDAR

away and apply to your school work. In everything you do, give everything you’ve got, 
and then give more. Remember that when things get tough, you are capable of so 
much more than you realise. 

 And I think it’s our friends and teachers that see this most of all. The support of these 
guys is your greatest asset. Whilst it was a very different setting, with activities unlike 
any I’d done at school, I wouldn’t have been able to achieve any of the things I did on 
Somers without my team mates and group leaders, at times quite literally, screaming 
motivation into my ear and running alongside me. It’s taught me that having that 
kind of support, that belief in you, allows you to excel further than you could have 
imagined. The teachers and staff at Eltham High are forever helping you to discover 
what you are capable of so that you can achieve this excellence. It’s part of their job. 
Make sure you make the most of that.”

 
Student Achievement

I congratulate Zac Broeren (Year 10, Everard House) on having been selected to represent 
Australia on the Volleyball Australia Junior Boys 2017 Thailand Development Tour. This is a 
great opportunity, a real achievement and a clear acknowledgement of Zac’s ability and 
level of skill in the sport. The tour is scheduled to take place between 11 to 27 April. Zac and 
others will be taking part in a preparation camp in Bangkok, followed by participation in 
the Thailand National under 21 Boys Volleyball Championships. Zac will be an outstanding 
ambassador for our country, our community and our school and we wish him all the very 
best as he engages with this venture and also as he continues to further develop his skills 
in the sport. 

Congratulations to Danah McMillan (Year 12, Rutter House) and Natasha Snell (Year 12, 
Andrew House) who as part of the Eltham, Section 1 Girls Tennis team (Eltham Tennis 
Club) charged from fifth place in the tournament to win the North Eastern Junior Tennis 
Association Championship against St John’s Catholic Tennis Club. This is a remarkable 
achievement. I wish Danah, Natasha and the other girls in their team all the very best as 
they continue to engage with the sport and the competitions.

 
Student Leadership

I remind parents of the new process for late arrival to school or to class and ask that you 
discuss this process with your children at home. Students have already been informed 
through the assembly program of the expectations around prompt arrival and what they 
need to do if they are late in the morning or to class during the day. As it was communicated 
to you in last week’s newsletter, students will not be allowed in class late without a late 
pass, which they are required to collect from the Compass Kiosk in the General Office.  
This will allow ease with the collection of data and will also allow us to communicate with 
home when a pattern of concern becomes evident.

I ask parents/guardians to ensure that students arrive to school on time and get to each 
class on time. Whilst it is understandable that from time to time there may be delays on the 
road or other issues resulting in a lateness, this is not the norm. It may be that a student 
needs to catch an earlier bus or set off earlier from home if walking or riding their bike.

The school values the support of parents/guardians and I thank you in anticipation.

 
Professional Development

The work of teachers on the first two student free days of the year focused on professional 
development. Staff spent time revisiting and reviewing our school values and setting a 
clear direction for their work with their students on the first days of school. 

Following this the staff worked on finalising the Eltham High School model of Instructional 
Practice. A great deal of work had taken place throughout 2016 led by Chizuko Inoue-
Andersson (Leading Teacher, Coach-Whole School Instructional Practice). The staff 
endorsed the model, which had been through a consultative process with both staff and 
students as well as having received feedback from the Planning and Policy Review Team 
of School Council and the School Council itself.  We are now at the stage of introducing 
the model to the student body.

The instructional model provides us with a common language around which we can 
discuss student learning and teaching in a consistent manner. It also provides a model for 
ensuring that the key elements of a lesson are consistently considered and covered in an 
approach that is school wide. 

A visual representation of the Model is currently being prepared and on its completion, 
the model will be launched.
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Staff then revisited the ‘Submission of Late Work’ policy which we had been working on in 
the second half of 2016. This policy is now ready to go to the Planning and Policy Review 
Team of School Council and then to the School Council for endorsement. 

Finally the staff worked in professional learning teams within their Key Learning Areas on 
curriculum development as well as on aligning the Instructional Model to the curriculum.

The two days were very productive and beneficial to the ongoing development of teachers 
and their work. Of course the primary goal of this was to focus our learning back on our 
students in order to meet their individual needs and support them to achieve their very 
best.

 
Eltham Music: Year 7 – Music Instruments Evening

A big thank you to all the Year 7 parents and students that attended the “Try an Instrument 
Evening” last Wednesday. 

A great deal of work went into the planning for the evening and I take this opportunity 
to thank the Friends of Music, the Music staff and all the guest musicians that supported 
our Year 7 students and parents on their decision to be involved in the Instrumental Music 
Program. From the excitement that was evident and the feedback received it seems that it 
was a very positive night.

A big thank you to the members of the Symphonic Band for being there and I congratulate 
them on their performance. 

I envisage that we will have a great group of students joining the strings program and 
another great group of students joining the Bands program.  I wish them all well.

 
Drama Performances

Three of the after school Drama Ensembles will be setting off on Saturday 4 March for the 
Adelaide Fringe Festival. This is a fantastic opportunity for our very talented and enthusiastic 
students to present their works to a very discerning and dynamic audience. 

In the lead up to the Tour a fundraiser ‘farewell performance’ will be held on Wednesday, 
1 March at 7:00 pm.  The students will perform all three shows that will be showcased in 
Adelaide.

Tickets are $20 and can be purchased at the door. 

I know that the students have been working hard over the break and since their return to 
school on improving what was presented last year at the Melbourne Fringe Festival, so even 
if you have already seen the shows, what will be presented in this ‘farewell performance’ 
will be even better.

I congratulate all our students for their commitment and hard work. I also congratulate 
George Frankilin and Gabriel Piras for their hard work and support of our young people.

I know that the performances will be dynamite!

 
Student Accident Insurance

Parents/guardians are reminded that the Department of Education and Training does not 
provide personal accident insurance for students. Likewise the school does not have a 
whole-school policy for personal accident insurance for students. Parents and guardians 
are responsible for paying the cost of medical treatment for injured students, including 
transport costs. Reasonably low cost accident insurance policies are available from some 
commercial insurers. These cover a range of medical expenses not covered by Medicare 
or private health insurance. Parents/guardians may wish to purchase such a policy for 
individual students.

VINCENT SICARI, Principal
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Fri 17
•	French Film Festival

Mon 20
•	Year 10 Geography field trip

Tue 21
•	Year 8 Surf Camp 8J, 8K and 8L
•	Year 7 Immunisations

Wed 22
•	Top Class Music Concert 2017
•	New Caledonia 2018 Information 
Evening

Fri 24
•	Chamber Ensembles Concert

APRIL 2017 

Wed 26
•	Open day and Parent Information 
Evening for 2018

ASSISTANT PRINCIPALS REPORT
 
Compass - SAC’s, SAT’s and Common Assessment tasks

In 2017 we will continue to use Compass to inform students of key assessment tasks and 
to report progressively against student achievement in these tasks. As a school we are 
working to improve the consistency of processes and information for all students. As 
parents you can support students in their learning by:

•	 Becoming familiar with the processes related to Common Assessment Tasks and 
VCE assessment procedures. A summary document outlining these processes 
has been sent to all families via Compass and can be found on Compass under 
‘School Documentation’

•	 Check in to Compass regularly to keep up to date with upcoming assessment 
tasks you child may have and monitor when tasks are not submitted or overdue.  
A document outlining the guidelines for parents in regards to Late and Non 
Submission of work has been sent to all families via Compass and can be found 
on Compass under ‘School Documentation’

An information evening for parents of Year 7 students will be held on Monday 20 
February at 6:00pm. Here, parents new to Compass will gain an overview of how it 
operates and how they can engage with the Learning Tasks features mentioned above.

As a staff we are looking forward to implementing these processes across the school. 
Please stay in communication with the school through contacting the relevant teacher 
directly or myself (nao@elthamhs.vic.edu.au) if you believe information regarding 
assessment on Compass is not up to date or accurate. Please also contact us here at 
school if you have any questions.

 TIM NATOLI, Assistant Principal

PARENT AND CARERS
 
Financial Assistance; Information for parents

Every Victorian child should have access to the world of learning opportunities that exist 
beyond the classroom. The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) helps ensure 
that no student will miss out on the opportunity to join their classmates for important, 
educational and fun activities.  It is part of making Victoria the Education State and the 
Government’s commitment to breaking the link between a student’s background and their 
outcomes.

 
Camps, Sports & Excursions Fund (CSEF)

School camps provide children with inspiring experiences in the great outdoors, 
excursions encourage a deeper understanding of how the world works and sports teach 
teamwork, discipline and leadership.  All are part of a healthy curriculum.

CSEF will be proivded by the Victorian Government to assist eligible families to cover the 
costs of school trips, camps and sporting activities.

If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary foster parent, you 
may be eligible for CSEF. A special consideration category also exists for asylum seeker 
and refugee families.  The allowance is paid to the school to use towards expenses relating 
to camps, excursions or sporting activities for the benefit of your child.

The annual CSEF amount per student is:

$125 for primary school students

$225 for secondary school students.

How To Apply

Contact the school office to obtain a CSEF application form or download from compass 
news feed or 

www.education.vic.gov.au/csef

Closing date for applications: 28 February, 2017
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2017 Victorian Public Transport: Student Concession Card and Student Pass Application 
Form

Proof of concession 

All students aged 17 years and over, or those requiring a half yearly or yearly Student Pass 
(regardless of age), are required to obtain a 2016 Victorian Public Transport (VPT) Student 
Concession Card as proof of their concession entitlement.

2017 Victorian Student Pass

The Victorian Student Pass provides travel for students on all metropolitan trains, trams 
and buses, all regional bus services and all V/Line train and coach services operating 
wholly within Victoria.  The Victorian Student Pass is issued on a myki.

Students wishing to purchase a Half Yearly or Yearly Victorian Student Pass will be 
required to obtain a 2017 VPT Student Concession Card, regardless of age, as proof of 
their concession entitlement.  The standard $9 fee applies.

Students 16 years and under, who do not wish to purchase a Student Pass are not required 
to obtain a VPT Student Concession Card but can still get a child myki for concession 
travel.  A $3 card fee applies.

Application forms can be obtained from:

•	 Eltham High School Main Office

•	 V/Line staffed stations and ticket agents

•	 PTV Call Centre by calling 1800 800 007

•	 Online at ptv.vic.gov.au

Further information specific to student travel arrangements under myki can be obtained 
by visiting http://www.ptv.vic.gov.au/

 
Position available

Applications are being sought for the position of Canteen Manager at Eltham High School.

Please see the school website for more details.

www.elthamhs.vic.edu.au

KATHLEEN HANNAN, Business Manager

JUNIOR SCHOOL
 
List of Junior School Coordinators

7ABCD - Naomi McQueen - mqq@elthamhs.vic.edu.au / 9430 5268

7EFGH - Adam Scanlon - scn@elthamhs.vic.edu.au / 9430 5211

7JK - Anam Javed - jav@elthamhs.vic.edu.au / 9430 5270

Administration Support Loren Holland - hoa@elthamhs.vic.edu.au / 9430 5110

Email is the preferred mode of contact.

 
Recording School Absences

The School Attendance Line is the port of call for general attendance issues where a 
student is not present at school: this is a prompted voice message line.

Alternatively parents can record attendance through their child’s Compass portal.

In the case where  your child will be absent for a prolonged period of time (eg Holidays) 
we ask that you also email your child’s Coordinator.

The Attendance line is 9430 5299.

 

ROSTER FOR FEBRUARY 2017

Wed 15
•	Gretchen Clark
•	Anthony Hassell
•	Rebekah Burrell

Thurs 16
•	Karen Cochrane
•	Gabby Cook

Fri 17
•	Brandilee Rutherford
•	Kylie Taren

Mon 20
•	Kim Evans 
•	Jodie Hamilton

Tues 14
•	Canteen closed due to Swimming 
Carnival

UPCOMING MENU 
 
Wed: - Meatball Subs

Thurs: - Souvlaki

Fri: - Hamburgers and Veggie 
Burgers

Mon: - Chicken Schnitzel

Tues: - Canteen closed due to 
Swimming Carnival

CANTEEN
ROSTER & MENU
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ICT Information Evening 20 February 2017

Dear Year 7 Parents/Guardians,

You are invited to Eltham High School to attend an “ICT Information Evening” on Monday 
20 February, from 6.30 pm to 8:00 pm in the 100’s building. 

The evening is an excellent opportunity to address any questions you may have about the 
Surface Pro’s, Compass, and Common Assesment Tasks for students which are uploaded 
and graded via Compass. The event is being run by Luke Herring (e-Learning Leader), and 
Loren Clarke (Curriculum Data Leader).

I would highly encourage you to attend this evening. This is a “parents only” evening. A 
further “Meet the Teachers” evening will be held where you can meet Year 7 teachers and 
pose subject-specific questions.

We look forward to seeing you soon. Light supper will be provided.

Any questions about this evening can be directed to Anam Javed (Junior School Leader - 
jav@elthamhs.vic.edu.au).

 
WaterMarc 15 February 2017

The Year 7 students will going to WaterMarc for swimming on 15 February with their 
subject teachers. 7ABCDE will be going from 9am to 12pm, followed by 7FGHJK who 
will be going from 12pm to 3pm, with classes as normal for the other portion of the day. 
Students are required to bring their swimming gear, a change of clothes, a towel, a packed 
lunch and a water bottle. Students will come to school as normal and will be picked up 
from school.

 
Littering and Rubbish Disposal

A number of bins have been placed at various locations around the school. However, we 
see quite a few students throwing food and rubbish on the ground, in bushes, smeared 
on tables and even jammed in between lockers. We request students to do the right thing 
and dispose of rubbish in the bins provided, in line with the school values of Integrity and 
Social and Environmental Responsibility. 

 
PE/Sports Uniforms

All students are expected to wear the correct PE/Sports uniforms (including hats). 
Consequences will be put in place from week 3 onwards for students who are not 
complying with this expectation.

 
ICT Expectations

Students are required to bring fully charged laptops to school. They are not allowed 
to bring chargers and the school will bear no responsibility for any damage on school 
grounds to laptops or chargers. The school also bears no responsibility for mobile phones 
lost or damaged on school premises. All ICT enquiries are dealt with by the ICT desk in the 
library in the 400’s building. Students may visit during recess, lunchtime or after school. 

ANAM JAVED, Junior School Team Leader

MIDDLE SCHOOL
 
Year 8 Camps

As part of our Year 8 Program an annual surf camp is held at Torquay. Students are 
away from school for two days to participate in an overnight camp (under canvas), 
and participate in surfing and stand up paddle board activities. Both the surfing and 
stand up paddle boarding are two-hour sessions conducted by a highly regarded 
commercial operator called “Go Ride a Wave”. The specialised instruction provided 
can see remarkable progress in a short time with many first time surfers able to stand 
on the boards by the end of their session. All students are provided with full-length 
wetsuits and those not confident in the water are able to stay in shallow water during 
the activities. The boards used are specially designed for safety and for beginners. 

Drama 
When: Wednesday (Junior) 
Thursday (Senior) 
Location: 111 Drama Space 
Time: 3.20pm – 5.00pm 
George Franklin 
Drama/Coach Critical & Creative 
Thinking

Scrambled Prince Workshops 
When: Tuesday  
Location: 111 Drama Space 
Time: 3.20pm – 6.00pm 
George Franklin 
Drama/Coach Critical & Creative 
Thinking

Interschool Debating Team 
When: Monday Lunchtime 
Location: Room 301 
Adaline Tallarida 
Debating Coordinator

PRISIM 
(People - Respecting - Indvidual’s - 
Sexuality - Identity - Movement) 
When: Thursday Lunchtime 
Location: Student Services 
Louise Heathcote 
Student Services Leader

Tournament of Minds Term 2 
(Year 7 - 10) 
When: Tuesday Lunchtime 
Location: Room 154 
Loren Clarke & Namoi Edrees 
Tournament of Minds Coordinator

Eltham High School Environment 
Group 
When: Wednesday Lunchtime
Location: Room 154  
April Butterworth (year 12)

Pottery Club  
When: Friday Lunchtime 
Location: Room 602 
Donna Ayres 
Technology Teacher

ELTHAM HS CLUBS
WHY NOT GET INVOLVED!
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This camp is linked to the Year 8 Physical Education Water Safety unit and provides a great 
opportunity for students to experience new outdoor activities. It also adds an exciting 
dimension to our Year 8 program that helps build a positive rapport between students 
and their teachers, and helps engender a positive approach from Year 8 students to their 
schooling in general. We hope and expect that all students will be able to participate. The 
cost of the camp is $210.00 which covers transport, equipment, instruction, a visit to the 
Surf museum, accommodation (tents) and food (excludes lunch on day 1).

Students will participate in one of 5 overnight camps in Term 1. The relevant dates are:

Camp 1 Tuesday 14 March – Wednesday 15 March Forms 8A, 8B and 8L*

Camp 2 Wednesday 15 March - Thursday 16 March Forms 8C, 8D and 8L*

Camp 3 Thursday 16 March – Friday 17 March  Forms 8E, 8F and 8L*

Camp 4 Monday 20 March – Tuesday 21 March Forms 8G, 8H and 8L*

Camp 5 Tuesday 22 March – Wednesday 23 March Forms 8J, 8K and 8L*

Due to the unusually high number of Year 8 classes, 8L students have created groups of 
approximately 5 students, and these have been spread across the 5 camps.

Further details including equipment lists will be provided closer to the date. If you have 
any queries regarding this camp please contact a Middle School Coordinator on 9430 
5172.

ROSS MIKINNON, Middle School Coordinator and Team Leader

CAREERS
 
Year 10 Work Experience 2017: Monday 15 -  Friday 19 May 2017

All students are required to organise an appropriate placement for this time, with the 
emphasis being on a career related interest. Students can access the required forms form 
the school careers website at 

www.elthamhighcareers.com 

or obtain them from outside the Careers office.

Please make an early start on organising the placement and be aware that this is a 
compulsory program that replaces all classes including Year 11 enhancement.

ROSS PRINGLE, Careers and Pathways Coordinator

MUSIC
 
Volunteers Needed for Bunnings Sausage Sizzle Fundraiser 

Volunteers are needed to run our first Bunnings Community Sausage Sizzle Fundraiser on 
the Labour Day Holiday long weekend, Saturday 11 March 2017. This is one of Bunnings’ 
busiest days of the year and we are really lucky to be allocated this day.

We are asking for those of you who will not be heading away for the long weekend and 
can spare a couple of hours to please come along and assist with cooking and serving. 
Students are welcome to help: under 18s can help with serving, but not cooking. Under 
14s are required to be accompanied by a parent.

 
There will be five approx. 2 hour x 4 person shifts:

8:00 am to 10:00 am

10:00 am to 11:45 am    

11:45 am to 1:30 pm

1:30 pm to 3:15 pm

3:15 pm to 5:00 pm

 

Extra Maths Help

When: Tuesday
Location: Room 915
Time: 3.10pm – 4.00pm

Briony Turner
Maths KLA Coordinator

Homework Club - Year 7
When: Thursday
Location: Room 142
Time: Lunchtime

Ashlea Oates
English/Integration Studies Teacher

IT Support - Year 7
Get to know your surface Pro 3

When: Thursday 
Location: Room 140
Time: Lunchtime

Luke Herring
ICT Leader

Smart not Scattered - Year 7
A group for Year 7 students 
wishing to get on top of their 
time management, goal setting 
and organisation.

When: Thursday 
Location: Room 142
Time: Lunchtime

Ashlea Oates
English/Integration Studies Teacher

EHS Swimming Club

When: Thursday 
Location: Watermarc  
Time: 7.00am – 8.00am

Phil Boyd

EHS Swimming Club Coordinator

EXTRACURRICULAR 
CLASSES & TUTORIALS
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Please contact Jane Nicholson on nio@elthamhs.vic.edu.au if you can help out.  Please 
advise your preferred shift time and the number of helpers.

FRIENDS OF MUSIC, Fundraising for the Eltham High School Music Program

Music lessons and rehearsals started last week – Monday 6 February 2017.  Please 
ensure you check Compass for your scheduled lesson and rehearsal times.  Please see a 
list of the 2017 large ensemble rehearsal times listed below.

Choir:    Monday Lunchtime 

Stage Band:  Monday 3.30-5.30pm

Jazz Band:   Monday 3.30-5.30pm

Training Band:  Tuesday 7.30-8.45am (commences 14/3/2017)

Junior Strings:  Tuesday 7.30-8.45am (commences 14/3/2017)  

Concert Band:  Tuesday 3.30-5.30pm

Intermediate Band:  Wednesday 7.30-8.45am

Symphonic Band:  Wednesday 3.20-5.30pm & Friday 7.20-8.45am

Senior Strings:  Thursday 3.30-5.00pm

Intermediate Strings:  Friday 7.30-8.45am

 
Music fees are payable by instalments.  Please note the following dates for each instalment.

Main Ensemble levy fee was due Monday 6 February 2017

Instrumental Lesson fee due Tuesday 18 April 2017

Small Ensemble fee and any other charges i.e. Instrument hire, Percussion 
equipment fee due Monday 17 July 2017.

(i.e. Intermediate Band member - 1st instalment was due by 6 February is the 
Ensemble fee of $400.00)

Training Band and Junior Strings fees have a different fee schedule.  You will be notified 
upon enrolment. 

We are looking forward to another great year filled with wonderful music.

 
Absence from Rehearsals 

Could all parents/guardians please ensure their child’s absence from a rehearsal is 
approved via the Compass Parent Portal. Please note if you approve a full day’s absence 
this will usually not include the ensemble rehearsal time. You will need to approve this 
separately. You can retrospectively approve absences.

RICK PLUMMER, Director of Music

SPORT
 
Australian Volleyball Schools Cup

Last year we had a wonderful week of competition at the Australian Volleyball Schools’ Cup 
across three venues showcasing 505 teams from Australia and New Zealand, competing 
over 6 days. With 47 courts, 5000 participants and more than 130 schools there were 
25,000 rallies played in 19 girls divisions and 19 boys divisions.

Eltham high had a very successful week with 9 teams out of the 13 teams competing 
winning a medal.

Results :

U/14 Girls Div 1 = BRONZE  U/14 Boys Div 1 = 6th

U/14 Girls Div 2 = BRONZE   U/14 Boys Div 2 = GOLD

U/15 Girls Honours = 7th  U/15 Boys Div 1 = BRONZE

U/15 Girls Div 2 = BRONZE   U/15 Boys Div 2 = BRONZE

PARENT
INFORMATION

2017

TERM 1:

Starts Wednesday, 01 February

 (Year 7, 11 and 12 Students)

 

 Thursday, 02 February

 (All Students)
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     U/15 Boys Div 3 = SILVER

U/16 Girls Honours = 7th  U/16 Boys Honours = 7th

Open Girls Div 1 = SILVER  Open Boys Div 1 = GOLD

2017 Program Trials

All students wanting to be a part of the volleyball program this year are required to attend 
selection trials. At the trial they will receive details of the payment required by the end 
of term Trials will take place on the following days. All trials held on the show court at 
lunchtime.

Tuesday 14 February  Year 8 girls 2nd trial 

Wednesday 15 February  Year 9 girls

Thursday 16 February  Year 7 boys during sport

Friday 17 February   Year 7 boys 2nd trial and year 8 boys during sport

Tuesday 21 February   Year 8 boys 2nd trial

 
Congratulations to Angus Heys (Year 8, Stewart House) on being selected in the State 
Beach Volleyball team to represent Victoria in the U15 Australian Beach Volleyball 
Championships in Perth during the Easter holidays.

 
Volleyball Competitions

The Senior Volleyball Competition for students in Year 8 and up will be held each 
Wednesday at 3.25pm and will begin on Wednesday February 15. First night free and 
$3 each week to play. This is a very important practice competition and students in the 
Volleyball Program should be involved.

 
Volleyball Dates

23 February  Senior Volleyball Round Robin

15 – 17 March   Victorian Beach Volleyball Cup

20 March    Year 7 Volleyball Round Robin

21 April    Senior Boys and Girls Zone Volleyball

27 April    Inter Boys and Girls Zone Volleyball

11 May    One day Vic schools cup

25 May    Inter Boys and Girls State Volleyball

26 May    Senior Boys and Girls State Volleyball

28 – 30 July   Victorian Schools Volleyball Cup

17 October   Year 8 Volleyball Round Robin

31 October   Year 8 Boys and Girls Zone Volleyball

1 November  Year 7 Boys and girls Zone Volleyball

    2018 Year 9 Volleyball round robin

16 November   Year 8 Boys and Girls State Volleyball

17 November  Year 7 Boys and Girls State Volleyball

3 – 8 December   Australian Volleyball schools cup

 
If your child is selected in a state or national team or has a memorable sporting 
achievement, please let us know so we can share the good news.

GREG THOMAS, Volleyball Coach and Sports Teacher

 
Physical Education Classes 2017

All students in Years 7 – 10 will be involved in Physical Education classes in 2017. It is 
important that students are actively engaged during these classes. As part of this ALL 
students are required to wear appropriate clothing for participating in physical activities.

 
 

FEBRUARY 2017

Wed 15
•	Year 7 Watermarc excursion
•	Year 7 Boys Cricket

Thu 16
•	Year 7 Boys Cricket

Fri 17
•	Year 7 Boys Cricket
•	Year 11 OES Rock Climbing

Mon 20
•	Year 8 Surf Camp 8G, 8H and 8L

Wed 21
•	Swimming Sports Carnival

Thu 23
•	Senior Volleyball Round Robin

MARCH 2017 

Tue 14
•	Year 8 Surf Camp 8A, 8B and 8L 

Wed 15
•	Year 8 Surf Camp 8C, 8D and 8L
•	Victorian Beach Volleyball Cup 15 – 
17 March

Thu 16
•	Year 8 Surf Camp 8E, 8F and 8L*

ELTHAM SPORTS
TIMETABLE
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Years 7 and 8

All Year 7 and 8 students are required to wear the Eltham High School Physical Education 
uniform in physical education and sport. Students need to wear appropriate footwear.

Physical Education uniforms can be purchased at school (pay cashier).

Cost:

Polo  $38.00

Shorts  $30.00 

Cap  $15.00

 
Years 9, 10 and VCE

Students are required to bring a change of clothes for practical physical education 
classes, which are appropriate for participating in physical activity. Students need to wear 
suitable footwear.

ROBERT WHITLEY, Health and PE Coordinator

Eltham High School Swim Squad 2017

Spring into action and dive in the pool with the Eltham High School Swin Squad. New 
Members welcome. Squad will commence for 2017 at Watermarc – Greensborough on 23 
February and run each Thursday morning (7.00am - 8.00am) of term for the year. Kick 
start your year on a high! 

Coach Neroli Nixon awaits your arrival on pool deck to give you a specialised program 
designed to improve your swimming ability and improve your fitness. Students of all 
swimming ability are welcome to come along. Cost for each session is $12 per session 
payable prior to commencing each term.  (Cost covers hot chocolate and the bus ride 
back to EHS prior to the commencement of classes for the day). So come along and join 
us on pool deck. - it’s great fun!

Contact Phil Boyd for further information:  bod@elthamhs.vic.edu.au

PHIL BOYD, Swim Squad Coordinator

SCIENCE
 
The BrainSTEM Program

What is the BrainSTEM Innovation Challenge? 

The BrainSTEM Innovation Challenge is a program designed to match up a university or 
research facility academic who specializes in the STEM field, with a group of four Year 
9 or Year 10 students from a high school (Melbourne or otherwise), to develop a STEM 
innovation with a real-world application. 

What will I get from BrainSTEM? 

BrainSTEM gives you the unique opportunity to work with someone who specializes in 
their field, and experience the research methodology (and hopefully results!) that come 
from simple idea development. It is hoped that you will finish the program with the 
following characteristics: 

Well-developed teamwork skills 

•	 The ability to effectively juggle your BrainSTEM, studies, work and family 
commitments 

•	 Heightened innovation, creativity, design, and presentation skills 

•	 A professional approach to situations and people 

•	 Confidence in your ability to conceive an idea and then see it through to 
completion, and 

•	 A sense of accomplishment and pride in your endeavours. 

This will also be a lot of fun. 



COMMUNITY NEWS11

How does BrainSTEM work?

We begin with the Kickstarter Meeting on Monday 6th March 2017, where the mentors and 
their teams meet and develop a research idea to explore. After the meeting, the teams 
will have approximately twelve weeks to schedule collaboration sessions on-campus 
with their mentors to further expand and then finalise their innovation, culminating in a 
presentation evening held in June 2017. 

Will this cost my school anything? 

Aside from the costs of travelling to and from the University for the Kickstarter Meeting, 
mentoring/collaboration sessions and the presentation evening, this program will not cost 
your school or the students anything. 

How was my mentor chosen? 

Your mentor has volunteered their time to work with you on the challenge. They genuinely 
want to spend time with you and are as excited as you are. Some of the mentors have 
been allocated to groups due to a specific request, whereas others have been allocated 
randomly. 

Has my mentor worked with students my age before? 

It is very likely that a first-time BrainSTEM mentor will not have worked with your age group 
for a number of years. This makes their involvement even more exciting, because they are 
able to concentrate on ideas that involve elements of creativity and fun, rather than the 
purely academic. 

Does my teacher need to be with me for each session? 

Yes. This is important. If you have a mentoring session scheduled outside of school hours, 
How many mentoring sessions will we have? 

Ideally, between four and eight, but if you were to have longer mentoring sessions (three 
hours or so) then it is possible that you will only need to meet three or four times. 

How do we organise the mentoring sessions? 

Your teacher will swap contact details with your mentor and organise the mentoring 
sessions privately. 

What if we miss a mentoring session? 

Part of your commitment to the program is to prioritise the mentoring sessions. In the 
event that you are unable to attend a session, please reschedule as soon as possible. 

How do we present our idea? 

At the presentation evening, your team will be required to attend and display your 
innovation via video or PowerPoint. Due to a tight timeframe, we request that you keep to 
five minutes. 

Do we bring a copy of our presentation to the event? 

Ideally, you would email it to the BrainSTEM team at least five days before the presentation 
evening so that any issues are fixed before the event. 

What if I can’t attend that night? 

The rest of your team will present without you and they will be very sad

This program is open to anyone interested in Science, hopefully we can get two teams 
this year!

If you’re interested in taking part or simply want more information, ask your Science 
teacher or Rob Coventry (Science Coordinator)

ROBERT COVENTRY, Science KLA Coordinator
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DRAMA
 
After School Drama Program

The Eltham High School Drama Program will again run two ensembles in 2017:

Junior Drama Ensemble (Years 7-8) Wednesday afternoons from 3.20pm – 5:00pm: 
commencing on Wednesday, 15 February.

Senior Drama Ensemble (Years 9-12) Thursday afternoons from 3:20pm-5:00pm: 
commencing on Thursday, 9 February.

Both ensembles are fun, co-operative and educational cross age experiences and are 
an Eltham High School institution. It is the Ensembles that create the school’s major 
productions and improvisation performances, and provide the springboard into the 
school’s elite drama performance groups.

Both Ensembles are open to all students. There is no audition, and all participating students 
are guaranteed a part in any Ensemble production. The emphasis is on the process rather 
than the product, on learning and enjoyment rather than the production alone. 

Ensemble members are required to attend all workshops and other rehearsals and 
performances as notified. Students are to arrive punctually at 3.20 pm and are expected 
to remain until they are dismissed at 5:00pm unless a prior arrangement is made with Mr 
Franklin. The pick up point for students is at the drive through area at the Withers Way 
entrance to the school. Any student who is unable to attend any scheduled session should 
notify Mr Franklin either by telephone on 9430 5111 or by email on fra@elthamhs.vic.edu.
au.  Students should bring a snack and a drink to each workshop and should wear loose, 
comfortable clothing appropriate to performance. All Ensemble members will be provided 
with a black Ensemble T-shirt which they will be expected to wear at each workshop, as 
well as at other ensemble sessions.

There is a fee of $180 per semester payable by BPay, MasterCard/Visa or directly to the 
school Cashier.

George Franklin, Drama Teacher

STUDENT GROWTH AND STUDENT LEADERSHIP
  
If we recall our most memorable educational and inspirational experiences at school, it 
has often been when we have been involved and engaged. As a new staff member to 
Eltham High School, the high level of involvement is clearly evident in a multitude of co-
curricular areas. I am really looking forward to working with our students to continue to 
create, explore and enhance existing and further opportunities.

I was honoured to meet Nicholas Perichon (Year 12, Andrew House) and Indigo McKinnon,  
Year 12, Stewart House) 2017 School Leaders. Nicholas and Indigo are very inspirational 
and are keen to deliver these goals, and more!  We invite all students and members to 
the Eltham community to approach us with any ideas for increasing opportunities for our 
students.

PETER TOREY, Student Growth and Student Leadership

STUDENT SERVICES
 
Hi everyone! 

My name is Theresa Rowe I’m excited to be back helping Louise Heathcote in Student 
Services provide well-being support to students on Tuesdays, whilst finishing my Masters 
in Counselling and Psychotherapy.

I’m really interested in the benefits of mindfulness, in ecopsychology and our mutually 
healing relationship with nature, and also in how our pasts effect who we are today and 
the way we grow from all kinds of experiences we’ve had.

Students are welcome to pop in and say hello at lunch time and recess on a Tuesday. I’m 
looking forward to hearing how and who you are. Families may also refer a young person 
to see me via a sub school coordinator or Louise in Student Services.
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Our Purpose;

•	 Providing safe supportive and nurturing spaces for all

•	 Challenging Students to grow and learn

•	 Support and enhance engagement in education and school community

•	 Work as a coordinated team in support of students social and emotional growth

Our Team

Louise Heathcote – Student Services Leader

Sue Picket – Head of Integration

Ross Pringle – Careers and Pathways

Lyn Davis – Student Support Worker / Wellbeing Programs (Wednesday)

Fran Mullins – Assistant Principal

Marnie Wadsworth – First Aid

Educational Psychologists – Vaughan (Wednesday) and Peter (Thursday)

Student Placement – Counselling Masters 2017 Theresa Rowe and Steph Francise

 
Access

If Parents or carers are concerned about the social and emotional progress or wellbeing 
of their student or believe there is information that needs to be conveyed to teachers to 
enable them to best support the students engagement at school the first contact should 
always be the students’ Sub-School Coordinator. 

Parents and Students are encouraged to bring concerns or questions regarding Student 
Wellbeing to the students’ Sub School Coordinator or Sub School Head first who will 
implement an appropriate level of confidentiality in order to either deal with the matter 
directly or refer the student to the Student Services Leader (Ms Louise Heathcote). The 
Student Services Leader has the ability and capacity to briefly counsel students and or 
refer students to a range of school based (eg: Educational psychologists; student support 
workers; external and internal programs; peer support) or external services (eg: Nillumbik 
Community Health; alternative school settings; Community Youth Services).

At various times throughout the year the school newsletter and Compass News Feed will 
contain valuable information about Student Services events, parenting forums, mental 
health and community news. In support of your young person’s wellbeing, please take 
note of this valuable information.  

LOUISE HEATHCOTE, Student Services Leader

FIRST AID
 
First Aid - Information Regarding Your Child’s Health Needs:

Can parents please ensure we have up-to-date and relevant information regarding 
your child’s health needs.  As per our guidelines, all students who suffer from Asthma, 
Anaphylaxis, Diabetes and/or Epilepsy need to have a management plan signed by your 
doctor within the past 12 months.

For all other medical needs, please contact me, if you haven’t already on 9430 5120 or 
wad@elthamhs.vic.edu.au.

 
Notification of Infectious Diseases:

Please be advised that we have a number of students at the school with compromised 
immune systems.  As such, can I please ask that if your child develops an infectious 
disease such as chickenpox, measles, rubella, whooping cough or meningitis that you not 
only keep them at home for the recommended time, but also inform me?  This information 
will remain confidential.
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Head Lice

The school has been notified that a student in Years 8 and 9 has recently been treated 
for head lice.  Can you please take a moment to check your child’s hair and commence 
appropriate treatment where necessary. 

According to the Public Health and Wellbeing Regulations 2009, children with head lice 
can be readmitted to school after treatment has commenced.

The department recommends a child with head lice can be treated one evening and return 
to school the next day, even if there are still some eggs present. There is no need to miss 
school because of head lice.

Further information regarding treatment of head lice can be found at www.health.vic.gov.
au/headlice 

MARNIE WADSWORTH, First Aid Officer

GROUNDS COMMITTEE AND WORKING BEES FOR 2017
 
Eltham High Grounds Committee and Working Bees for 2017

As a new parent to Eltham High, in 2014, I was daunted by the big unknown of secondary 
school! I wanted to be able to get involved in a way that didn’t cramp the style of my 
teenager, but enabled me to meet some new people, find MY way around the school and 
generally contribute to my community and see results! 

I decided to join the Grounds Committee and haven’t looked back. I have met parents of 
current and past students, staff and students, and I know how to find my way around some 
of the school. 

The Grounds Committee meets during the fortnight before, to plan and organize, each 
working bee. Over the last couple of years our committee has organized all of the new 
plantings around the school, built retaining walls, weeded, cut grass and replaced broken 
structures around the grounds. It is very satisfying seeing the plants and garden beds really 
looking established now.

As the 2017 school year gets underway there are a many ways to contribute and meet new 
people. Attending a working bee during 2017 is one of those ways. 

We have 7 working bees scheduled on Sunday mornings (9:00 – 12:30pm) for this year:

26 February

26 March

7 May

18 June

20 August

22 October

12 November

Morning tea and BBQ lunch are provided for everybody who attends. We welcome 
everybody, students, siblings, parents and members of our community. As they say many 
hands make light work.

Our first meeting for the Grounds Committee will be held at Eltham High, 

7:00pm on Thursday 16 February. 2017

A message to all families has been sent via Compass inviting them to consider volunteering 
for a number of groups across the school. An online form to register your interest can 
be found at this address https://goo.gl/forms/JHqw2Kj6zCApKsYH3 and we strongly 
encourage you to get involved.

SUE TUTERA, on behalf of the Eltham High School Grounds Committee
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Tuning in to Teens 
 

Emotionally Intelligent Parenting 
A six-session parenting program  

for parents of adolescents aged from 10-16 years 
 

Would you like to learn how to: 

 be better at talking with your teen? 
 be better at understanding your teen? 
 help your teen learn to manage their emotions?  
 help to prevent behaviour problems in your teen? 
 teach your teen to deal with conflict? 
 

Tuning in to Teens 
shows you how to help your teen develop Emotional Intelligence. 

Adolescents with higher Emotional Intelligence: 
 are more aware, assertive and strong in situations of peer pressure 
 have greater success with making friends and are more able to manage conflict 

with peers 
 are more able to cope when upset or angry 
 have fewer mental health and substance abuse difficulties 
 have more stable and satisfying relationships 

as adults 
 have greater career success –  
 Emotional intelligence may be a better predictor 

of academic and career success than IQ! 
 

Where:  Eltham High School 
30-60 Withers Way, Eltham 

When: Wednesdays 15 Feb - 22 Mar 2017 
7.00 - 9.00pm  

Cost: $160 / $240 couples for 6 x 2hr sessions 

For all enquiries or to make a booking please call:  
Kate Culy - 0404 042 789 or Jodie Harris - 0412 822 858 

    

 

  
 

For more information visit 
www.theparentingjourney.com.au 

Parenting Journey 

Or visit us at 

Yoga 

 Wednesdays 4.45pm at Eltham High 

 
for staff, students, parents & friends 

Enhance your flexibility, strength & stamina 
Experience profound relaxation 

Come along release shoulders, ease hips, lengthen spine and legs, build stability and deep find deep 
focus and calm. 

Poses are explained step by step - with variations to further challenge, or ease the pose according to 
your needs.   

Your instructor, Gillian Lazenby, has taught yoga for 21 years.    
This dedicated and friendly group has been running since 2012.  

Everyone welcome. 
In room 408, next to Library.  All equipment is provided.  1 hour sessions 

$15 (students $12).   8 week term course $100 (students $80) 

No need to book, just come along, we’d love to see you. 
 

Genius Wellbeing Yoga & Pilates 
www.geniuswellbeing.com.au/timetable   

mail@geniuswellbeing.com.au 
mobile 0425 860 170 
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TENNIS COACHING    
AVAILABLE AT 

ELTHAM HIGH SCHOOL TENNIS COURTS 

ENROL NOW FOR                   
TERM 1 2017 LESSONS 

BOUNCE INTO OUR TERM 1 AUSSIE OPEN SPECIAL  

FOR FIRST 10 NEW STUDENTS 

Enrol Now & RECEIVE 30% OFF 

YOUR FEES  

and also receive a FREE HEAD Tennis Racquet Pack valued at $60 

For more information please call Topline Tennis on 9432 - 3706                         
Web: www.toplinetennis.com Email: info@toplinetennis.com 

Designed speciÞcally for ladies, sessions involve building skills, 
movement and match play in a fun social environment. 

www.toplinetennis.com

To find out more contact: 
Brayden - 0425 831 666 
or email 
brayden@toplinetennis.com

         Ladies Tennis 
             Coaching & Fitness              

          WHERE             WHEN 

Research Tennis Club             Mon 9:30-10:30am 

Viewbank Tennis Club                  Mon 7:00-8:00pm, Wed 2:00-3:00pm 

Eltham High School   Thu 7:00-8:00pm

Starting 
From The 

30th of 
January


