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Student Achievement
Congratulations to Nina Maddocks (Year 8, Rutter House) who won two state titles at the 
Victorian state Judo Championships held in melbourne last weekend. nina won gold in 
her current division, senior Girls, and fought up to win another gold medal in the women’s 
Cadet division. this is a great achievement for nina.

nina started judo at 8 years of age and is currently working toward her blue/brown belt 
grading in judo. she hopes to be awarded her black belt when she is sixteen, the minimum 
age a black belt can be awarded in this sport.  

National Volleyball Competition 

Congratulations to all our teams that participated in the national Volleyball Competition.

Detailed results can be found further on in this newsletter. 

this is a great achievement for our students, coaches and managers, and of course our 
school. i want to thank our students for the way they represented our school as well as 
their coaches and managers who gave up a lot of their time to support our students. i also 
wish to acknowledge the support of our parents. Finally, i congratulate and thank Greg 
thomas for his continued support and leadership of the Volleyball Program. we all look 
forward to another exciting and successful year in 2018.

Year 7 (2018) Orientation Day 

today’s year 7 orientation Day was a great success. For our current year 7 students it was 
a timely reminder of how far they have come since this time last year. our new year 7 
students started arriving from early in the morning, both excited and nervous, and were 
well supported by the year 7 students’ helpers. By the end of the day it was clear that our 
new students were really starting to feel part of the school and very positive about their 
commencement at eltham High school in 2018.

i take this opportunity to acknowledge the hard work and organisation of the Junior 
school team led by Anam Javed. their commitment to making this day the most positive 
it could be for our incoming year 7s was evident in every aspect of the day. i also wish to 
thank all the staff who were involved in the Program and who in so doing provided a great 
deal of support to the Junior school team.

i trust that on their way home parents felt reassured by their children that all is well! A 
great day was had by all!

Year 9 Work Experience

year 9 work experience commenced last week and many students are now into their 
second week of work experience. Feedback has been very positive, with students 
exploring a range of work options. year 9 students who are not on work experience this 
week are expected to be at school.

DAtes to remember
2017

DECEMBER
thurs 21
Year 7 and 8 last day of classes

JANuARY 2018

Monday 29 and tuesday 30
curriculum Day

Wednesday 31
Year 7, 11 and 12 First day back

FEbruarY

thursday 1
Year 8, 9 and 10 First day back

1 Principal’s report
2 Focus on School Policies
3 Middle School
3 art
5 Music
5 it
6 Maths
6 Science
7 languages
7 Student leadership
8 careers
8 Sport
9 Student Services
10 community announcements

TERM 4 / WEEK 10 
tuesday, 12 December 2017

Year 10 into Year 11 Headstart Program
Monday, 11 December - Friday, 15 December

Last Day of Year 7 and 8 Classes - 2.30pm finish
Thursday, 21 December
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school cAlenDAr
i take this opportunity to acknowledge the work of our Careers/Pathways Co-ordinator, mr 
Ross Pringle and to thank him for his support of our students with this Program.

Year 10 Headstart

year 10 students have commenced their year 11 Headstart Program this week. the Program 
commenced with an assembly for all involved students and stduents have been engaged in 
normal classes over the past two days. we wish students well with their transition to VCe.

World Challenge update

Last week we received an update from Phil Boyd and the world Challenge team who are 
currently in Vietnam. At that stage the students had just finished their community project. 
their project was to work with builders to build a toilet for an elderly woman and her son. the 
students’ fundraising efforts meant that they could take the project further and they were able 
to fund a rebuild of the house as well.

our students are to be commended for their commitment to all aspects of the project; from 
fundraising to labouring for the builders. Congratulations to all, and we look forward to 
hearing more following the return of the group.

 
Condolences

on monday we were informed that Cathy Cukier’s husband, Jan, had passed away peacefully 
after a long illness. Cathy Cukier is our Registrar and will be a familiar face to many visiting 
the school.

our thoughts are with Cathy and her family at this very difficult time.

FRAN MuLLINS, Assistant Principal

FocuS on ScHool PoliciES
 
Semester Reports 

semester Reports for semester two will be published to families on monday 18th December.  
A Compass newsfeed will alert when this occurs. for any queries regarding reports, please 
contact the classroom teacher in the first instance or where necessary, either the relevant 
sub-school or myself. 

TIM NATOLI, Assistant Principal 

MiDDlE ScHool
 
End of Year Arrangements for Year 8 and 9 Classes

Year 8:

• Normal timetable runs until Friday, 15 December 

• End of year program Monday, 18 December - Wednesday 20 December

• Lockers must be empty and locks removed by Wednesday, 20 December 

• Year 7/8 Picnic and final assembly Thursday, 21 December, 2.30pm dismissal

DEcEMbEr 2017

Wed 20
• school Council meeting 7pm

thu 21 
• year 7 and 8 Picnic 
• year 7 and 8 Last Day of Classes

JanuarY 2018

Monday 30 
• Curriculum Day

tuesday 31
• Curriculum Day

FEbruarY

Wednesday 1
• year 7, 11 and 12 First day back
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Year 9:
• Normal timetable runs until Friday, 15 December 

• Lockers must be empty, and locks removed by Friday, 15 December

Year 9 Electives and Booklists

year 9 electives have now been published (via email to students). Please be aware that 
the only year 9 elective subjects that require a text book are French and indonesian. All 
students who requested a langauge have been placed in those classes. this means that 
booklists can be submitted/ processed before elective subjects are announced. 

Year 8 Surf Camp 2018

Please check your email and Compass newsfeed for preliminary information regarding 
the year 8 surf Camps in march next year. 

ROSS MCKINNON, Middle School Leader

art
 
VCE Season of Excellence

we would like to announce that we have four students who have been shortlisted for 
the VCe season of excellence (2018) for their outstanding folio work in the Arts and 
technology areas:

Congratulations to Lidia Byrne (Year 12, Andrew House) and Chrissy Fitzmaurice (Year 
12, Andrew House) who have been shortlisted for top Arts; and Renee Becker (Year 12, 
Andrew House) in top Designs for her technology textiles folio; and Ben King (Year 12, 
Everard House) in top Design for his technology - wood folio

top Arts is an annual exhibition held at the national Gallery of Victoria. it presents 
exceptional work from students who have completed Art or studio Arts as part of the 
Victorian Certificate of education (VCe) and celebrates the outstanding achievements 
of some of Victoria’s most gifted young artists. over 2000 students submitted their 
application two months ago. Lidia and Chrissy are two of the approximately 120 students 
shortlisted. they submitted their work to the nGV on monday and will find out in late 
January whether their work has been chosen for the 2018 top Arts exhibition. 

excerpts from their artists’ statement reveal Lidia’s and Chrissy’s artistic intentions and 
show the criticality involved in creating such extraordinary works.

we wish them best of luck in the final stage of the selection process.

‘Lawn’ by Lidia Byrne

 

“I began the unit by exploring suburbia and gardening as a modern day representation 
of mans relationship with nature. The garden and the lawn has so often become a 
symbol of status and social ranking and as such, I wanted to question whether our 
proclaimed regard for nature is really one derived of a true affection or merely an 
egocentric aspiration. In only painting older men in rather unflattering attire and 
positions, I wanted to strip the power and sophistication associated with the older 
man, to relay one more effete and dull. In coupling the hoses of lawns with men, it 
become somewhat of a phallic symbol, furthering a commentary on masculinity in its 
imperious mentality, and alluding to an animistic means of territorial assertion.” 
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‘Deer Skull Mandala’  by Chrissy Fitzmaurice

 

“This artwork conveys the energetic connection of the life force of all beings.  The 
work explores the metaphysical using the traditional patterns of Mandalas and sacred 
geometry created from symbolically potent natural matter - trees, skulls and antlers. 
The dominant image in the mandalas is created from photographs of an infant deer’s 
skull.  The deer did not get a chance to fully connect with life-force – I’m hoping to honor 
it in this work. The artwork, photo edited images with complex sacred symmetries, aim 
to draw the viewer in, experiencing the beauty of the pattern while slowly encountering 
the disturbance of the symbolism of the skulls.   

All source material, including the deer, was found on meditation walks and are personal 
to me. I have felt their resonance and connected with them during my journey. I 
respectfully removed the animals’ organs and fur and I carved the bones for the piece. 
The antlers come from my family’s collection and were found during my lifetime. These 
personal encounter aspects connect this work strongly to my life, but intend to further 
create connections between all living things that possess a life force. 

Initially, I constructed the compositions in the flesh. This was a performative, intuitive 
process. Through touching and feeling each entity and seeing the connections 
emerge. I then used Photoshop and created the sacred geometries through digital 
manipulations.”

Art Department Camera Donation Request

the Art Department is currently looking for manual cameras to be used for teaching 
traditional photography and darkroom processes. Donations welcome.

uTE LEiNER, Arts KLA Coordinator
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Drama 
when: wednesday (Junior) 
thursday (senior) 
Location: 111 Drama space 
time: 3.20pm – 5.00pm 
George Franklin 
Drama Teacher

Scrambled Prince Workshops 
when: tuesday  
Location: 111 Drama space 
time: 3.20pm – 6.00pm 
George Franklin 
Drama Teacher

interschool Debating team 
when: monday Lunchtime 
Location: Room 301 
Adaline Tallarida 
Debating Coordinator

PriSiM 
(People - Respecting - indvidual’s - 
sexuality - identity - movement) 
when: thursday Lunchtime 
Location: student services 
Louise Heathcote 
Student Services Leader

tournament of Minds 
(Year 7 - 10) 
when: tuesday Lunchtime 
Location: Room 154 
Loren Clarke & Naomi Edrees 
Tournament of Minds Coordinators

Eltham High School Environment Group 
when: wednesday Lunchtime
Location: Room 154  
April Butterworth (year 12)

Pottery club  
when: Friday Lunchtime 
Location: Room 602 
Donna Ayres 
Technology Teacher

language conversation club 
when: Friday Lunchtime 
indonesian Club: Room 610 
French Club: Room 612  
Catherine Considine 
Languages KLA Coordinator

elthAm hs clubs
WHY not GEt involvED!

MuSic
 
Second Hand Instrument Register

if you are considering selling your instrument, we will be running a second hand 
instrument register. the second hand instrument register process is open now and will 
close on wednesday, 7 February 2018.  it costs $10.00 to place your instrument on the 
register.  Please contact Jane in the music office and she will arrange for the appropriate 
instrumental teacher to assess the instrument and advise of any repairs that need to be 
undertaken and its second hand value.  All instruments must be serviced before they can 
be placed on the register.  Please bring the instruments in for assessment during term 4, 
2017 along with the $10.00 registration fee. 

Absence from Rehearsals 

Could all parents/guardians please ensure their child’s absence from a rehearsal is 
approved via the Compass Parent Portal. Please note if you approve a full day absence 
this will usually not include the ensemble rehearsal time. you will need to approve this 
separately. you can retrospectively approve absences.

RICK PLuMMER, Director of Music

it DEPartMEnt
 
JB HiFi Purchase Portal for Laptops

the JB HiFi purchase portal is now open for 2018.

students who are currently using the surface Pro 3 should strongly consider replacing 
their laptops – especially if batteries are no longer last a school day. 

in addition, from 2018 onwards surface Pro 3 laptops will no longer be under warranty, nor 
will they be insured. this means that the school will not be able assist with any hardware 
issues for this model. 

if you are unsure about the viability of your existing laptop, our technical staff can provide 
advice and diagnostic testing 

Laptops purchased prior to 30 December will be ready for use on the first student day of 
2018.   the website is:

http://www.jbeducation.com.au/byod

and enter ‘ehs2018’ for the password. 

the eltham High school Laptop Program is consistent with our priority of enabling students 
both individually, and with their peers, to use technology safely, insightfully, fluently and 
efficiently in order to connect, collaborate and create within and out of the classroom in 
line with 21st Century learning.  with this approach we aim for our students to experience 
lifelong learning in a variety of digital environments and communities drawing on a range 
of adaptable and evolving technology skills.

should you have any queries please contact iCt/eLearning Leader Luke Herring at

her@elthamhs.vic.edu.au.

Laptop Repairs

if you see that your child’s computer is damaged, ask if they have a microsoft form to have 
it repaired. if not, ask them to follow up with the it technicians to begin the repair process. 
A damaged computer needs to be seen to as soon as possible.

it industry protocols will prevent any further repairs or maintenance being carried out 
on machines with damaged screens, so it is vital that damaged screens are repaired to 
prevent longer delays in computers being repaired.  once the form has been returned the 
computer should be repaired and returned within a week.

Failure to act on computer damage as it arises could see insurance or warranties run out, 
leaving families with hefty repair bills.

LuKE HERRING, eLearning/ICT Leader
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PArent
inForMation

2018

Term 1:

starts 31 January year 7, 11 and 12   
 students
 1 February year 8, 9 and 10   
 students

Finishes  29 march

Term 2:

starts 16 April

Finishes  29 June

Term 3:

starts 16 July

Finishes  21 september

Term 4: 

starts 8 october

Finishes 21 December

MatHEMaticS
 
Discount Calculator Sales for VCE Maths, Year 10 Maths Extension and Year 10 
Core Maths 2018
the organiser and Calculator King are making the required calculator for year 10 maths 
extension, year 10 Core maths, and all year 11 and 12 VCe maths courses available to 
students at a discounted price. 

this calculator is essential for VCe General maths, Further maths, maths methods, specialist 
maths, and year 10 maths extension. it is also highly recommended for students in year 10 
Core maths, unless they are intending to take no maths subjects in year 11.

Required calculator: ti-nspire CX CAs

Cost: $209 (includes padded wallet and shipping)

Calculators may be ordered and paid online, and will be delivered to your chosen address. 

 

SciEncE
 
The 6th BrainSTEM Innovation Challenge:  Enter NOW!

Program Requirements and student selection:
• each school participates with a team of 4 students from years 9 – 10;
• Higher representation of girls is encouraged;
• the Program aims to include students who are interested in stem but not 

necessarily certain about pursuing a future career in a stem discipline;
• Participating students will be required to travel to the university that their mentor 

is based at to work on their innovation project;
• there are typically 4 – 8 meetings between stem mentors and school teams over 

the 12 week Program;
• these will need to be organised directly between mentors and teams, student 

teams will also need to be accompanied by a teacher from the school to these 
meetings.

opportunities that being involved in the Brainstem innovation challenges can offer:
• identify an important real-world issue and create an innovative way to address and/

or research the issue; allowing the practical application of theoretical knowledge;
• to connect and work with an established scientist and/or innovator in any given 

field of stem and work with them in a professional university environment over a 
12 week period;

• to receive Certificates of acknowledgment for the development of a variety of 
hands-on skills and capabilities in stem research and innovation.

to enter the 6th Brainstem innovation Challenge, send an email to mr Coventry at

cov@elthamhs.vic.edu.au

ROB COVENTRY, Science KLA Coordinator
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if you would like to volunteer for our 
canteen in 2018 please send your 
email address and availabilities to Cate 
Frampton at; 
frm@elthamhs.vic.edu.au

cAnteen
roStEr & MEnu 2018

lanGuaGES
 
the Victorian school of Languages is a government school and offers a range of languages  
to be completed through Distance education at the secondary colleges across melbourne:
For further information please call  9464 0848
email:   north@vsl.vic.edu.au
interested parents and students should go directly to the respective school on saturdays 
between 8.30am and 1.00pm or enrol via the internet.
Log on to www.vsl.vic.edu.au and select enrol now and fill in all the details. 

VICTORIAN SCHOOL OF LANGuAGES

StuDEnt lEaDErSHiP
 
Student Growth and Leadership

this year has seen quite a number of students involved in opportunities throughout the 
year as part of the student Growth and Leadership Program.  As much as possible these 
have been promoted via Compass newsfeed and celebrated in our school newsletter. 
there has been quite a few opportunities recently as listed below.  once again if students 
require assistance, have an idea and would like to seek opportunities to add value to the 
eltham community, could they please contact Peter torey at school or on   
 tor@elthamhs.vic.edu.au

Recent/current activity:

• Applications for senior school student leadership roles advertised with over 25 
students applying;

• students held a Lions Club cake sale at year 7 Paren information evening;

• Peer mentors and Peer Helpers training completed;

• 22 year 8 students attended the Bogong outdoor Leadership Camp;

• selection of students for the school for student Leadership completed for term 
2 2018 at the Alpine school, Dinner Plain. Congratulations to year 8 students 
Tanner Carrozzi, Hayley Davis, Morgan Griffiths, Tymon van Diemen Hartlief, 
Finn Clayton and Daniel McCallum;

•	 Paige Mihaljevic (Year 10) and Lilian Lingman (Year 12) accepted into young 
endeavour youth Leadership program – sailing the young endeavour;

• Harmony team met with asylum seekers as part of the intercultural youth for 
Collaborative Change;

• Development of the Bicycles for Change Program;

•	 Manu Ranganathan and Sidra Conron (year 8), were accepted into Global 
Leadership Adventures program in Ghana for 2018; 

• Duke of ed students running eltham Lions Club website;

•	 Aneurin Brown (year 9) and Anna Swoboda (year 10) will be student resentatives  
on school Council for 2018, thanks to Abigail wilson for her work over the last 
two years.

PETER TOREY, Student Growth Leader
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elthAm sPorts
tiMEtablE

Homework club - Year 7
when: thursday
Location: Room 142
time: Lunchtime

Ashlea Oates
English/Integrated Studies Teacher

it Support - Year 7
Get to know your surface Pro 3

when: thursday 
Location: Room 140
time: Lunchtime

Luke Herring
ICT Leader

Smart not Scattered - Year 7
A group for year 7 students 
wishing to get on top of their 
time management, goal setting 
and organisation.

when: thursday 
Location: Room 142
time: Lunchtime

Ashlea Oates
English/Integrated Studies Teacher

Eltham High School Swim Squad

when: thursday 
Location: watermarc  
time: 7.00am – 8.00am

Phil Boyd

Eltham High School Swimming Club 
Coordinator

extrAcurriculAr 
claSSES & tutorialS

carEErS
 
Year 10 Work Experience 2018  Monday May 7 – Friday May 11

its never to early too start planning your 2018 placement so now is the time to think about 
more career related placements. Keep an eye on Compass, Careers website and the 
newsletter for ideas and options.  students  can access forms through the careers website 
at www.elthamhighcareers.com 

or from outside the Careers office. there is the standard Placement Form along with a 
transport/Accommodation Form, if necessary. they have also been provided with a list 
in PDF form of previous employers, by occupation, to assist in finding a placement. Any 
queries should be directed to Ross Pringle at:

 pri@elthamhs.vic.edu.au

ROSS PRINGLE, Careers and Pathways Coordinator

SPort
 
Volleyball Facebook Page

we have created a Facebook page. Look for ‘eltham High Volleyball’. there will be lots of 
photos appearing. if you do not want your child’s photo to appear on this page, please let 
me know.

Photos of teams taken at Vic schools’ Cup have also been posted on our eltham High 
school Volleyball web page.

Australian Volleyball Schools Cup

Congratulations to all teams that took part in the 2017 Australian Volleyball school’s Cup. 
136 schools and 526 teams participated in this event across 43 divisions.  eltham High had 
15 teams taking part in it’s 25th year in the event.

A huge thank you to the many staff and ex-student coaches and manage’s that gave up 
their week to assist our teams to participate. 

Results

year 7 Girls Division 1 = 5th year 7 Boys Division 1 = Bronze medal

year 7 Girls Division 2 = 4th year 7 Boys Division 2 = 4th

under 15 Girls Honours = silver medal year 8 Boys Division 1 = Gold medal

year 8 Girls Division 3 = silver medal year 8 Boys Division 1 (team 1)=5th

year 8 Boys Division 1 (team 2)=15th

year 9 Girls Division 1 = 4th under 16 Boys Honours = 9th

year 9 Girls Division 3 = 13th year 9 Boys Division 1 = 7th

open Girls Honours = 9th year 11 Boys Division 1 = silver medal

Congratulations also to James Stagoll (Year 8 Everard House) on winning the most 
Valuable Player for year 8 Boys Division 1 Award.

it was a huge effort by all involved. you all have earned a rest. there will be  no volleyball 
training until 2018. trials for 2018 teams will be held early in term 1 2018.

if your child is selected in a state or national team or has a memorable sporting 
achievement, please let us know so we can share the good news.

GREG THOMAS, Volleyball Coach and Sports Teacher
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StuDEnt SErvicES
 
operation new start is an eight week Program designed to engage secondary school 
students in a unique outdoor adventure and life skills Program. it allows students the 
opportunity to develop new skills and self confidence while accessing vocational links into 
tAFe and industry.

two eltham High school students, Bridget Arnet and Kyle Fitzpatrick participated in the 
program during term 4 and graduated last Friday.

“Hi! My name is Bridget Arnett and I go to Eltham High School. 

Our first camp on the Program was the You Yangs camp where we did a 10km hike 
and a 10km mountain bike ride on the second day. Both of these activities required 
a lot of motivation from everyone. On our hike on the first day we had to carry big 
hiking packs with all our stuff in it for the night, including cooking equipment, tents and 
sleeping equipment. It was 5 hours of constant walking, complaining and breaks but we 
all motivated ourselves and each other to get through.

On the second day we went mountain bike riding and for me it was very stressful. I’m 
not the best bike rider and at the end I stacked it so we had to stop. The bike ride was a 
lot easier and I was able to do it because I knew I could take my time and because Jess 
was behind me, motivating me and letting me know I wouldn’t die.

When I go back to school I can motivate myself and other people to concentrate on 
school and to not make bad choices. What I learned, is when I motivate people it 
motivates me to do better too.

This Program has really helped me be a better person. When I first started I thought it 
was just a way out of school but  it has really helped me physically and mentally and I 
feel a lot more confident and better about myself now. Thank you to Brendan and Jane 
for helping and supporting all of us and dealing with all our complaints.”

Diamond Valley Community Support

Diamond Valley Community support has launched its annual ‘Back to school Fund’.

As a community support agency we dedicate a pool of funding specifically for families 
in need at the commencement of the school year. we provide funds to local residents to 
assist with ‘start up’ costs of books, uniforms and school related materials. note: we do not 
pay Voluntary Contributions/school Fees.

to be eligible, families need to be living within the City of Banyule in the suburbs of Briar 
Hill, Bundoora (part), Greensborough (part), macleod (part), montmorency, Lower Plenty, 
st. Helena, watsonia and yallambie. they must also be a current Health Care Card holder. 
we strongly suggest that the client contacts us to see if they are in our eR area. 

we would be happy to provide you with further information to assist in the promotion 
of this program. the the program from november to December 2014 is for text books 
only. the next program commences on 14 January 2015 for books, school clothing, shoes, 
stationary, etc.

For more information, please feel free to contact me on 9435 8282

Anne Tattersal
Office Manager

Diamond Valley Community Support

LOuISE HEATHCOTE, Student Services Leader
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   term 3 special offer  

We Specialise in 

lessons for beginners 

Enrol now & receive 30% off  

Head tennis racquet pack for 

free 
Your fees &  also  receive  a 

 

Enrol now for 

Term 3 lessons 

   For the First 10 new students 

For More Information 

              Tel: 9432-3706 
Web: www.toplinetennis.com 

Email: info@toplinetennis.com 
 


