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Student Achievement: Sporting Success - Clutch Clearance Championship
Congratulations to Elyssia Kenshole (Year 11, Andrew House), who emerged from a 
tough competition at the 2020 Victorian Track and Field Championships as the Under 
18 Victorian Pole Vault Champion and the top ranked Pole Vaulter for Women Under 18 in 
the world eventhough the competition was a tough, draining event for our young athlete.

Elyssia came into the event at 3.50m, some 90 minutes after she had completed her 
45 min warm-up and found it difficult to get her form back quickly. The competition 
had commenced at 2.70m and by the time the bar was set to 3.50m, three of the five 
competitors had already dropped out. Elyssia failed at her first two attempts at 3.50m 
while her main rival for the championship had cleared on her first attempt.

Elyssia later explained her mindset at these moments in the competition: "When it was the 
third attempt, I just kept telling myself, this could be your last jump for the meet. Get as 
much speed as possible on the run up and put everything into this". Elyssia's approach was 
successful and she cleared 3.50m on her third attempt.

Elyssia progressed from there with clearances over 3.65m, 3.75m, 3.85m, 3.95m and 
4.05m. The clearance over 4.05m gave her the Victorian Championship as her rival failed 
at her three attempts. 

With the Women’s Under 18 World leading Pole Vault mark that was sitting at 4.16m, 
Elyssia requested the bar to be set at 4.17m. Again, Elyssia had to dig deep on her third 
attempt at the height and again she was successful. This not only extended her previous 
best clearance of 4.10m from last December, but it launched her to the world leading 
ranking. In July, Elyssia is scheduled to travel to Nairobi, Kenya, for the World Under 20 
Championships with the Australian team.

Elyssia bowed out of the competition after one attempt at 4.25m. This brought the total of 
vaults for the competition to 15 and the energy required for further attempts had run out.

Three other Eltham High School students competed at the Victoria Track and Field 
Championships:

Ally Brooks (Year 7, Everard House) finished 6th in the Women’s Under 14 1500m in a time 
of 5:11.69.

Charl Louwrens (Year 9, Stewart House) was clocked at 11.76 in a heat of the Men Under 
16 100m.

Flynn Connolly (Year 10, Andrew House) finished 8th in the Men Under 17 2000m 
Steeplechase (84cm) in the time of 6:49.07. Flynn’s time gives him a qualifier for the 
Australian Track and Field Championships in Sydney in March.

Congratulations to all of the students who achieved great success in this competition and 
we wish them all the very best as they continue to make their mark in the sport.

I take this opportunity to thank Max Balchin whose passion continues to support our young 
people to engage in Athletics and for his commitment to the school in ensuring that their 
successes are communicated to us all and celebrated.

DATES TO REMEMBER 2020

Saturday 29 - Saturday 7 March
Scrambled Prince Adelaide Fringe Tour 
2020

Thursday 12 March
France 2020 Study Tour Final Information 
Evening - 7:00pm

Sunday 22 March - Tuesday 7 April
French Language Study Tour 2020

Friday 27 March
Last day of Term 1
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8  Volleyball
9  Swim Squad
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9  Drama
10  Student Leadership
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TERM 1 / WEEK 6
Tuesday, 03 March 2020

Monday 16 - Tuesday 17 - Year 8 Surf Camp 1 (8A, 8B and 8C)

Tuesday 17 - Wednesday 18 - Year 8 Surf Camp 2 (8D, 8E and 8F)

Wednesday 18 - Thursday 19 - Year 8 Surf Camp 3 (8G, 8H and 8J)

Thursday 19 - Friday 20 - Year 8 Surf Camp 4 (8K and 8L)

Friday 27 March - Last Day of Term 1
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Meet the Teachers Evening
The Year 7 “Meet the Teachers” evening on Wednesday 26 February was a real success. 
It was great to see a large number of parents in attendance on the night and it gave the 
School the opportunity to introduce our Year 7 teachers to families and to talk a little about 
our programs.

I felt privileged to be able to share with families their children’s Academic, Social and Personal 
aspirations for the next six years. This was the accumulation of information collected from 
each Year 7 student during their Orientation Day last December. There is no doubt in any 
of our minds that we have a group of amazing students within this cohort. Congratulations 
to families and to the primary school teachers that supported the development of these 
young people.

I know that Melissa Hughes (junior School Leader) has prepared a report on the evening, 
which will appear in a further section of this Newsletter, but I do want to thank the Junior 
School Team for its organisation of the event and all the staff that participated on the night. 
It was well-received by all.

Coronavirus
You have all been alerted to the outbreak of Coronavirus around the world. It is important 
that we don’t become complacent simply because we feel that we are far away from high 
risk areas as we well know that we are not immune. There are increasing cases of Australians 
diagnosed with the infection across the country each day.  We do need to take charge of 
our own fate and act locally to prevent infection.

I ask parents for your support to ensure that our young people get into a routine to manage 
their own health and hygiene. There are some very simple behaviours that you can support 
your children with, which will benefit them and others around them. Lets start with 
practising good hand hygiene and respiratory hygiene:

• Cover your mouth and nose when coughing and sneezing with a tissue, or cough 
into your elbow.

• Dispose of the tissue into a bin and then wash your hands afterwards.

• Wash your hands regularly, including after using the toilet, and before eating.

These behaviours will be encouraged at school both through a communication to all 
students as well as being consistently reminded via a series of posters, which will appear in 
a range of locations around the school.

We want to ensure that everyone in our school takes responsibility for their own health and 
supports others to do the same so that we can all remain healthy and well.

School Council Elections
I congratulate Rebekha Naim on her appointment on the Eltham High School Council for 
a two-year term.  Rebekah is a new parent to the school and has a child in Year 7. We look 
forward to working with Rebekah as we engage in the very important work of the school 
Council over the next two years.

One vacancy remains unfilled. I extend a personal invitation to parents/guardians that may 
have thought about applying for a position to give this opportunity due consideration.  I 
draw your attention to the information in 11 February edition of the Community Newsletter 
(available on the school Webpage), which outlines the School Council Elections for 2020. 
Parents/guardians can contribute to the school and their children’s education in a range of 
ways. A place on the Eltham High School Council, the governing body of the school and 
its community, is one way in which you can be a part of this agenda. Feel free to express 
interest by contacting Kate Scalzo on sca@elthamhs.vic.edu.au. Kate will ensure that a 
nomination form is forwarded to you. You can self-nominate.

What does it mean to be on Council? Below you will be able to read a short reflection 
composed by Samantha Saill who has just completed a two year term and has just signed 
up for an additional two years.

“I am writing to share my experience of being part of the Eltham High School Council. 

I joined council 2 years ago as a parent member. I decided to do this due to feeling 
grateful for the education and opportunities that my children had received at the school. 
In truth, I also felt an obligation to contribute in return. I was a little nervous as to what 
this would involve and how I would integrate this commitment into work and family life.

Now, as I reflect on my time on council, I can say that I have very much enjoyed the 
experience. Additionally, the time commitment has been really manageable; this is true 
even though I elected to also be a part of the Policy and Planning team which meets 
monthly. I am subsequently nominating for a further 2 year term.

As a councillor, I believe that I have gained much more than I have given;

I have an increased understanding of how the school functions on a social, academic 

SCHOOL CALENDAR 2020

FEBRUARY

Saturday 29 - Saturday 7 March
• Scrambled Prince Adelaide Fringe Tour  
 2020

MARCH

Wednesday 04
• Year 8 Victorian Beach Volleyball   
 Schools' Cup

Thursday 05
• Year 9 Victorian Beach Volleyball   
 Schools' Cup

Friday 6
• Year 11 Victorian Beach Volleyball   
 Schools' Cup

Thursday 12
• NMR Final - Senior Boys Cricket
• France 2020 Study Tour Final   
 Information Evening - 7:00pm
• Year 12 Humanities Seminar - Period 1

Friday 13
• International Women's Day Music   
 Celebration

Friday 13 - Sunday 15
• Year 12 Outdoor and Environmental  
 Studies - Wilsons Prom Bushwalk

Monday 16 
• Year 11 Legal Studies - Court Visits

Monday 16 - Tuesday 17
• Year 8 Surf Camp 1 - 8A, 8B and 8C

Tuesday 17
• Year 7 Round Robin

Tuesday 17 - Wednesday 18
• Year 8 Surf Camp 2 - 8D, 8E and 8F

Wednesday 18
• Annual General Meeting of Eltham High 
 School Council - 7:30pm

Wednesday 18 - Thursday 19
• Year 8 Surf Camp 3 - 8G, 8H and 8J

Thursday 19 - Friday 20
• Year 8 Surf Camp 4 - 8K and 8L

Thursday 19
• Year 11 English Seminar - WW1 History for 
 'Maus' - Period 1

Friday 20
• French Film Festival 2020
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Sunday 22 - Tuesday 7 April
• French Language Study Tour 2020

Monday 23 
• The Young Carer Project Presentation  
 Period 3

Monday 23 - Tuesday 24
• Year 11 Study Camp to Forrest Edge

Wednesday 25
• Workshop and Concert with Christian  
 College Geelong
• NMR Swimming

Wednesday 25 - Thursday 26
• Chamber and Orchestra Strings Music  
 Camp 

Thursday 26
• Elevate Education: Parent Seminar  
 Study Skill - 7:00pm
• Space Camp 2020 Student Meeting at  
 Lunchtime
• Friends of Music Annual General   
 Meeting - 7:30pm

Friday 27
• End of Term 1

APRIL

Thursday 16
• Year 7 Open Day and Information   
 Evening

Sunday 19
• Jazz Ensemble Workshop Day

Monday 20
• Journey's Seminar - A Presentation from  
 Various Speakers - Period 3

Monday 27
• 2020 Jazz Night - 7:00pm
• VCE Seminar - The Arts Folio - Period 4

Thursday 30
• Year 12 Seminar - Humanities and   
 Psychology - Period 1

and community level. I have experienced a genuine desire from Council members to 
make sure parent members are informed and our contributions valued. It is a welcoming 
and collaborative team.

I have gained satisfaction from the ability to provide my view as a parent and to see this 
contribute, in some small way, to the education of students in our school 

I have gained a deeper appreciation and confidence in our school and have witnessed 
first-hand a strong commitment to the development of our young people; this is at the 
heart of every discussion and decision that council makes. 

My time on council has also given me a stronger ability to support and interact with my 
own children and their education. I believe this has improved their school experience in 
many subtle and not so subtle ways.

Overall, being on council has been a satisfying experience and I encourage all interested 
parents to consider nominating."

Samantha Saill

Appointment of Student Representative on School Council
I congratulate Nicholas Makridis (Year 10, Stewart House) on his appointment to the 
School Council for the next two years. Nick is an outstanding representative of the student 
body and I am sure that he will work well alongside our other student representative Joy 
Van Diemen-Hartlief (Year 11, Stewart House). Together they will most certainly ensure that 
the voice of the students will be heard. We look forward to working with Nick and Joy over 
the coming year.

Sporting Precinct Project
As you all well know the Sporting Precinct redevelopment project has taken way longer 
than originally expected. The reasons for this vary from difficulties at the planning stage, 
unexpected issues throughout the redevelopment and inclement weather. 

The following items have been completed and handed over to the school:
• The outdoor basketball courts and associated multi-play court;
• The southern carpark; and
• The north-west carpark.

The following items have been completed but are yet to be handed over for use:
• The Sports Pavilion; and
• The central carpark.

Items nearing completion and will be completed by the end of March:
• Tiered seating along the western side of the oval;
• Cricket pitch;
• Cricket practice nets;
• Baseball diamond; and
• Shotput throw area.

Items Nearing Completion and Should be Completed by the end of April:

Tennis Courts/Netball Courts (the completion date is conditional on the weather). It may 
not be possible to lay the synthetic surface prior to the winter months. If this is the case  
these courts will be left with an asphalt  base, temporarily line marked and will be supplied 
with the relevant equipment andso they can be used as such until the synthetic surface is 
laid in September/October.

Completion Date Yet Unknown:

The Oval – this is due to the establishment of the grass which is weather dependant. Initially 
it was thought that the oval would have been ready for the start of the football season. The 
weather has not been supportive. A drop in temperature and shortening of daylight hours 
as we move forward also has an impact.

We are hoping that we will get some warm weather over the next few weeks to boost 
growth but this is unknown.

If we do not get the oval back until later in the year, we will continue to make use of the 
Fabbro Fields and the Susan Street oval for sport and football.

I will keep you updated as more things become clear.

VINCENT SICARI, Principal

SCHOOL CALENDAR
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PARENTS AND CARERS
 
2020 CSEF Applications
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) provides payments for eligible students to 
attend activities such as:

• School camps or trips;
• Swimming and school-organised sport programs;
• Outdoor Education programs;
• Excursions and Incursions.

Applications for 2020 are now open, through until the end of term 2, 2020. If you applied 
for the CSEF at Eltham High School in 2019, you do not need to complete an application 
form in 2020 unless there has been a change in your family circumstances. Eltham High 
School will apply for the CSEF on your behalf.  

You will only need to submit an application form in 2020 if any of the following changes 
have occurred:

• New student enrolments: your child has started or changed schools in 2020 or you 
did not apply at the same school in 2019 or

• Changed family circumstances: such as a change of custody, change of name, 
concession card number, or new siblings commencing at the school in 2020.

Schools are able to accept and process applications up until the end of term two each 
year. CSEF payments are made to schools from March onwards each year.

CATHERINE ZERNA, Finance Manager

JUNIOR SCHOOL
 
Our Meet the Teachers Evening last Tuesday was a wonderful night with a fantastic turnout 
from so many of our Year 7 families. The evening was full of energy and enthusiasm and we 
bid farewell to the last of our guests at about 9:00pm. 

Having the opportunity to touch base so early in the year with parents and guardians to 
hear how the start of the year has been for their Year 7 is incredibly valuable for all our 
teaching staff. 

We structured the evening differently this year and would appreciate feedback from our 
families. To support families to provide feedback we have created a short survey and would 
be grateful if you have time to complete this: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VY9VTG3

The teaching team really value the opportunity to meet with parents of students in their 
class. We will work hard to provide a number of opportunities throughout the year to 
ensure that this parent/guardian network is supported.

As we head into sporting finals for basketball and cricket, please let us know if your Year 
7 has a special achievement that they would like to share. These achievements may take 
many forms: contributions to community groups, music, dance and drama performances, 
sporting accolades and many others. We know that our Year 7s are involved in a wide range 
of extracurricular activities and sending an email through to Junior School to let us know 
will ensure that these achievements are shared in a range of forums. 

MELISSA HUGHES, Junior School Team Leader

MIDDLE SCHOOL
 
Middle School Coordinators
Just a reminder that the current list of coordinators in Middle School is as follows

Natalie Tate 8D  tat@elthamhs.vic.edu.au
Jon Baly  8B, 9D, 9H bay@elthamhs.vic.edu.au
John Elordieta 8C, 8J, 9F elo@elthamhs.vic.edu.au
Simon Maurdev 8H, 9A, 9K mau@elthamhs.vic.edu.au
Tracey Parker 8K, 8L, 9G, 9J pak@elthamhs.vic.edu.au
Peter Seymour 8A, 8G,9C, 9E sey@elthamhs.vic.edu.au
Chris Serong 8E, 8F, 9B sen@elthamhs.vic.edu.au
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It is important that contact be made with the appropriate coordinator for any concerns/
issues. If you require to see you child’s coordinator this must be done via appointment. 

Sport Uniform
All students are required to bring their sport uniform to PE/Sport classes. Afterschool 
detentions are now being implemented for students who have presented to class three or 
more times without their sport uniform. If your child has outgrown or lost their uniform a 
new one can be purchased from the General Office.

Year 8 Camp
Year 8 Camp will be taking place the week beginning 16 March. All students not attending 
camp are required at school for the two days their class is out on camp. They will be placed 
in an alternative class for those two days. It will be a normal timetabled day for all students 
not participating in camp.

NATALIE TATE, Middle School Team Leader (Acting)

SENIOR SCHOOL
  
Year 11 Camp at Forest Edge - 23-24 March, 2020 
Students are asked to check the Senior School Notice Board for their camp activity 
allocations. Each student should be listed for three camp activities. Any questions can be 
directed to Ms Inglis in the Senior School Office.

2020 VCE Special Exam Arrangements Applications - Students Undertaking VCE 
Unit 3/4 Studies 
The VCAA Special Provision Unit accepts Special Examination Arrangement applications 
that may be approved to meet the needs of students who have disabilities, illnesses or 
other circumstances that would affect their ability to access a VCE external assessment. 

Please find below a link to the VCAA webpage that outlines the types of special exam 
arrangements that are available. 

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/schooladministration/notices/2019/Pages/146.
aspx 

Students must make contact with their respective coordinator as a matter of urgency if 
they are considering submitting an application as the application has moved to be online 
and it will require supporting evidence from a treating specialist or professional in addition 
to school based information. The closing date of applications is Friday 13 March, 2020.

AMANDA SALIBA, Senior School Team Leader (Acting)

CAREERS
 
Year 10 Work Experience for 2020 - September 7 - 11
Forms can be accessed through our Careers website at www.elthamhighcareers.com. Go to 
"workplace learning" > "documents" or they can be found outside the Careers Office. There 
is the standard Placement Form along with a Transport/Accommodation Form, if necessary.

Forms need to be returned by Friday August 28. Any queries should be directed to Ross 
Pringle at pri@elthamhs.vic.edu.au

Note: *For students undertaking an enhancement subject they are still required to   
   complete a work placement.

 *Any student not completing work experience will be required to attend school. 

WIRL - Work in Real Life
WIRL is an online career investigation site that provides career specific information, links 
to external sites and videos of people working in many areas. Eltham High has a school 
account and this can be accessed at https://wirl.com.au/

Username: elthamhs
Password: galaxy75

ROSS PRINGLE, Careers and Pathways Coordinator

ROSTER FOR MARCH 2020

Wednesday
• Joanne Copeland

Thursday
• Caroline Hutton

Friday
• Volunteer Needed

Monday
• School Closed

Tuesday
• Anna Rattray-Wood

If you would like to volunteer for our 
canteen in 2020 please send your 
email address and availabilities to our 
Canteen Manager, Carolina Constable 
at: cob@elthamhs.vic.edu.au

CANTEEN
ROSTER 

Eltham High School Swim Squad
When: Thursday 
Location: Eltham Leisure Centre  
Time: 7.00am – 8.00am
Phil Boyd
Eltham High School Swimming Club 
Coordinator

Eltham High School Anthology
When: Tuesday 
Location: Room 302  
Time: Lunchtime
Steve Ford
Eltham High School Anthology 
Coordinator

Eltham High School STEM Club
When: Every second Wednesday 
Location: Room 802  
Time: Lunchtime
Anam Javed
Eltham High School Science 
Coordinator

EXTRACURRICULAR 
CLASSES & TUTORIALS
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MUSIC
 
Music Fees First Instalment Is Now Overdue
Music Fees first instalment is now overdue. All outstanding instalments must be paid as 
soon as possible (not Training Band and Training Strings).
The 2020 Music fees have now been added to your family account.

The first instalment, which covers your Instrumental Music Lesson fee, was due for payment 
on 1 March 2020.

The lesson fees are listed below for each ensemble:

VCE Lesson Fee $1600.00
Symphonic Band $1400.00
Concert Band $1000.00
Wind Ensemble $950.00
Chamber Strings $1000.00
String Orchestra $950.00

Payment of Music fees can be made by completing and returning the credit card details 
form, which has been added to your child’s main ensemble in the Compass Resources Tab, 
or by cash, credit card (over the phone by calling 9430 5118) or by cheque made payable 
to “Eltham High School”. The 2020 Instrumental Music Program fees and the credit card 
payment document are also included in the Resources Tab of each main ensemble.

If you have any queries regarding payment of the fees please contact the school’s Revenue 
Administrator, Jacinta D’Avoine on 9430 5118 or by email at accounts@elthamhs.vic.edu.au

The second instalment for the Main Ensemble levy is due for payment by 1 May 2020.

The third instalment is for any other items i.e. instrument hire, percussion equipment hire, 
other ensembles like Stage Band, Junior Jazz Band etc. The third instalment is due by 20 
June 2020.

Please do not hesitate to contact Jane Nicholson in the Music Office if you have any queries. 

Jane's telephone is: 9430 5127 or email: nio@elthamhs.vic.edu.au

Your prompt payment of fees is appreciated.  

String Orchestra and Chamber Strings Music Camp 25 to 26 March 2020
The Chamber Strings and String Orchestra Ensembles Music Camp will be in Healesville, 
staying overnight at Ferngully Lodge. This Music Camp is a very important aspect of an 
ensemble’s calendar.

A medical and dietary form has been distributed to students.  As this is an overnight camp 
we are required to have a completed hard copy of the medical and dietary forms.  Please 
ensure all forms are returned by Thursday 12 March even if there are no medical or dietary 
requirements.

Friends of Music Annual General Meeting: Monday 23 March 2020 at 7:30pm
Friends of Music are parents and friends who are affiliated with our Eltham High School 
Music Program, who volunteer and assist in the running of music events such as concerts 
and fundraising. Their primary aim is to support the running of music events that allow our 
students performance opportunities. Our fundraising activities go towards the purchase of 
instruments for our students to use and perform with. 

The Annual General Meeting for Friends of Music will be held on Monday 23 March 2020, 
where positions on the Committee will be elected. 

We are calling for parents who want to get involved with supporting their student’s music 
education and your participation is welcomed.

If your child has been at the school for a couple of years and you see how positive the 
music events are, you are a new parent and want to be involved supporting FOM, or you 
have some ideas for FOM, please consider attending the Annual General Meeting where 
the committee will be elected and the agenda for activities and fundraising for the coming 
year will be discussed.

We also seek nominations for the Committee and positions on the Committee for President, 
Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer and general committee members. If you want to 
nominate for a role or want to nominate a person please pass the details to Duncan Butler, 
FOM Secretary at FriendsOfMusic@elthamhs.vic.edu.au. 

I look forward to seeing some of you at the AGM.

CATRIONA MCKINNON, Friends of Music President
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Lessons and Ensembles 2020
All music lessons and rehearsals have now commenced. Please ensure you check Compass 
for your scheduled lesson and rehearsal times. 

Please see a list of the 2020 large ensemble rehearsal times below:

Stage Band
Monday 3:30-5:30pm in Room 306

Chamber Strings (Senior Strings)
Monday 3:30-5:30pm in 700s Open Space

Training Band
Monday 3:30-4:45pm in Room 101 (commences 16 March)

Training Strings (previously Junior Strings)
Tuesday 7:30-8:45am in Room 306 (students are to arrive by 7:15am) (Commences 
17 March)

Concert Band
Tuesday 3:30-5:30pm in Room 306

Wind Ensemble (previously Intermediate Band)
Wednesday 7:30-8:45am in Room 306 (students are to arrive by 7:15am)

Big Band (previously Junior Jazz Band)
Thursday lunchtime in 306

Symphonic Band
Wednesday 3:30-5:30pm and Friday 3:30-4:45pm in Room 306

Jazz Band
Thursday 3:30-5:30pm in Room 306

String Orchestra (previously Intermediate Strings)
Friday 7:30-8:45am in Room 306 (students are to arrive by 7:15am)

Choir
Friday lunchtime in Room 904

RICK KEENAN, Director of Music

SPORT
 
Timetabled Sport – Year 7 and 8
Students in Year 7 and 8 participate in a sport session once each week. Students participate 
in a range of sports throughout the term. We aim to provide students with a small taste of a 
variety of sports, many of which are offered in the Inter-School Sports Program. 

Participation is the main goal of these sessions and students are encouraged to experience 
a range of games. There is an expectation the students change into their PE uniforms for 
this session.

For any questions regarding the Sports Program, please feel free to contact us at school.

Sports for Term 1 are as follows
Senior (Year 11 and 12) 
Cricket, Baseball, Softball, Tennis, Volleyball, Basketball and Table Tennis

Year 7
Cricket, Baseball, Softball, Tennis and Volleyball

Year 8 and Intermediates (Year 9 and 10) 
Students participated in their Round Robin during Term 4 last year.

NIC COOPER and BREE PASCOE, Inter School Sports Coordinators
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VOLLEYBALL
 
Volleyball Program 2020
Volleyball trials have nearly concluded with Year 8 and onwards having squads selected. 
Please be aware of training times for your squads. For Year 7 the first stage of trials is 
almost complete. Additional information will be provided to Year 7 students on what the 
process will be. Very soon a form will be sent to all players to be completed for any uniform 
requirements for the year.  Sizing shirts are available to try on. 

Morning Training - 7:00 - 8:30am 
Tuesday: Year 10, 11 and 12 Girls 
Wednesday: Year 8 and 9 Boys
Thursday: Year 8 and 9 Girls 
Friday: Year 10, 11 and 12 Boys 

State League Opportunity 
This year Eltham High School will be entering the Victorian State League Junior Competition. 
The competition is open to any student who is under 17 years of age. Brief details are: 

• Saturday 9:00am Games 
• $150 for the season running from April to September
• Training to occur at Eltham High School - times to be advised. 

If you are interested in playing please contact Anthony Young for more details and to 
express interest at yoo@elthamhs.vic.edu.au

Year 7 - Thursday After School Volleyball  
After School Volleyball commenced on Thursday 27 February. For those that are part of our 
Volleyball Program, it is encouraged that you make an effort to attend these sessions. These 
sessions are open to all Year 7s. So those that were not selected this year are encouraged 
to attend match practice and to gain some training to increase their chance of making the 
Program in the future. Sessions will be run by a range of students. To participate there is 
a cost of $10 for the term, which goes to the many coaches that will be on hand to help 
players improve. 

Term 1 - Started 27 February 

Time: Thursday 3:15 - 4:15pm

Cost: $10 for the term

As always, if you have any questions or would like to discuss anything Volleyball-wise, 
please feel free to contact me. 

Break down of Costs 2020
Uniform (Playing and training shirt) $65
Bike Shorts / Hydro-Vent Shorts $30
Knee Pads    $30
Victorian Schools Cup (1 Day)  $25
Victorian Schools Cup (4 Day)  $70
Bus and CRT Cost   $90
Ball Levy (for ball replacement)  $10
Administration Fee   $70
Volleyball Victoria Membership $70

     Max Total: $460

ANTHONY YOUNG, Volleyball Coordinator

Chess Club
When: Friday Lunchtime
Location:  Library
Junior School Teamr

Drama
When: Wednesday (Junior)
Thursday (Senior)
Location: 111 Drama Space
Time: 3.20pm – 5.00pm
George Franklin, Drama Teacher

Scrambled Prince Workshops
When: Thursday
Location: 111 Drama Space
Time: 5.0pm – 7.00pm
George Franklin, Drama Teacher

Interschool Debating Team
When: Monday Lunchtime
Location: Room 301
Madeleine Griffeth
Debating Coordinator

PRISIM
(People - Respecting - Indvidual’s - 
Sexuality - Identity - Movement)
When: Friday Lunchtime
Location: Student Services
Louise Heathcote 
Student Services Leader

Violet Fems 
When: Tuesday Lunchtime
Location: Room Student Services
Louise Heathcote 
Student Services Leader

Tournament of Minds (Year 7 - 10)
When: Tuesday Lunchtime Term 2 and 3
Location: Room 154
Loren Clarke and Naomi Edrees
Tournament of Minds Coordinators

Language Conversation Club
When: Tuesday Lunchtime
Indonesian Club: Room 610
French Club: Room 612 
Catherine Considine Languages KLA 
Coordinator

STEM Club
When: Monday Lunchtime (Week B)
Indonesian Club: Room 610
French Club: Room 802 
Anam Javed STEM Club Coordinator

ELTHAM HIGH SCHOOL CLUBS
WHY NOT GET INVOLVED!
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SWIM SQUAD
 
Eltham High School Swim Squad
Our Eltham High School Swim Squad runs on Thursday mornings from 7:00am - 8:00am 
before school at the Eltham Leisure Centre and is a great way to keep fit, have fun, learn 
some new skills and make great friends. Squad can be a great way to train for swim sports 
and then move on into our district and state teams, or do it just for fun! Students from all 
year levels and ability levels are invited to sign up for Semester 1 and become one of our 
squad members.

Each week we work on developing confidence, fitness and stroke with the emphasis on 
having fun and becoming part of a positive team of students who support each other both 
in the pool and around the school environment. After squad, students come together for 
hot chocolate before classes.

The Squad is instructed by accomplished swimmer and coach, Neroli Nixon. Cost for 
Semester 1 is $170.00 which covers lane hire and coaching.

New Squad Members are most welcome! Meet on the pool deck at Eltham Leisure Centre 
by 7:00am each Thursday. Payment for Semester 1 is now due and payable to the School 
Cashier.

What to bring:
• Bathers, Towel and Goggles
• Clothes for school 
• Food for breakfast

The Eltham High School Swim Squad is a self-funded, ‘user pays’ activity and payment 
is required at the commencement of each semester. Semester fees cover the cost of 
coaching, pool fees as well as hot chocolate each week and the annual end of year breakfast 
held after the Lap-a-thon event in term 4 (an event we run to raise money and awareness for 
a charity the group decides upon each year).

If you require any further information, please do not hesitate to contact Phil Boyd at  
bod@elthamhs.vic.edu.au

PHIL BOYD, Swim Squad Coordinator

ART
 
Extracurricular Opportunities: VCE Lunchtime Classes
Art, Studio Arts and VCD are offering regular lunchtime classes for VCE students. These 
sessions will enable students to access resources, gain feedback and participate in extra 
workshops which will be offered from time to time.

All VCE students of these subjects are strongly encouraged to take advantage of this time 
to build their folios. Regular sessions will be held in Room 412 for VCD and Room 613 for Art 
and Studio Arts students.

LISA FOOTE, Arts KLA Coordinator

DRAMA
 
Drama Note
There will be no Junior Drama and Senior Drama classes running this week (week 6). 
Classes will resume next (week 7) Junior Drama Wednesday 11 March and Senior Drama 
Thursday 12 March.

Eltham High School Drama Program
The Eltham High School Drama Program will again run two ensembles in 2020:

Junior Drama Ensemble (Years 7 - 8) 
Wednesday afternoons from 3:20pm – 5:00pm

Senior Drama Ensemble (Years 9 - 12)
Thursday afternoons from 3:20pm - 5:00pm

PARENT
INFORMATION

2020

Term 1:

Finishes Friday 27 March

Term 2:
Starts Tuesday 14 April 

Finishes Friday 26 June

Term 3:
Starts Monday 13 July 

Finishes Friday 18 September

Term 4:
Starts Monday 5 October 

Finishes Friday 18 December

GROUNDS COMMITTEE
COMMITTEE MEETINGS AND WORKING BEE DATES

2020
Working Bee Dates

• 16 February

• 22 March

• 3 May

• 21 June

• 23 August

• 11 October

• 22 November

We are always seeking new members 
for our Grounds Committee.

If you wish would like to get involved 
please contact Anna Panas via email: 
pan@elthamhs.vic.edu.au
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Both ensembles are fun, co-operative and educational cross age experiences and are an 
Eltham High School institution. 

It is the Ensembles that create our school’s major productions and improvisation 
performances, and provide the springboard into our School’s elite Drama performance 
groups.

Both Ensembles are open to all students. There is no audition, and all participating students 
are guaranteed a part in any Ensemble production. The emphasis is on the process rather 
than the product; on learning and enjoyment rather than the production alone. 

There is a fee of $180.00 per semester and a two week free trial. If you would like any further 
information please email Rhonda Bonfante at bon@elthamhs.vic.edu.au 

RYAN PATTERSON, Drama Coordinator

STUDENT LEADERSHIP
 
Hello From Norway
A quick report of my time so far!

So far I have been in Norway on student exchange for a little over six months, and it has 
been the biggest life changing experience of my life so far, as I’m sure you can imagine. I 
still have around four months to go, but the things I have learnt so far, both about myself, 
the country I come from and the world I live in has had an invaluable impact on me. 

Here in Norway, I live in a large suburban area, similar to the outer suburbs of Melbourne 
in comparison, around 20 minutes train ride from the capital city of Norway, Oslo. I 
go to school in a large suburban town called Sandvika, a charming place with classic 
Scandinavian style architecture, walking tracks and cafés along the fjord’s small beaches, 
an island lined with swimming spots and volleyball nets, one of Scandinavia’s biggest 
shopping centers and of course, my beautiful school. 

I’ve had the opportunity to go on so many amazing adventures during my stay here, 
like chasing the northern lights in Tromsø, spending a few days in the beautiful city of 
Copenhagen in Denmark, climbing the famous Pulpit Rock (Preikestolen) in Stavanger, 
going on a dog sled tour through a snowy forest, travelling to my family’s gorgeous 
traditional Norwegian cabin in the mountains and of course doing lots of skiing. All of 
these things have been once in a life time experiences, but the thing that really makes an 
exchange program so great is the time you spend at home and at school. My host family 
have been so warm in welcoming me into their home, and the friendships I have made at 
school have been ones I know I will have with me for a lifetime, both with fellow exchange 
students from all over the globe and local Norwegians. It will be so hard to leave this 
beautiful country, but I know it won’t be my last time here. 

Hayley Davis (Year 11, Andrew House)

MARCH

Monday 02 - Tuesday 03
• Year 11 Outdoor and Environmental   
 Studies - Warrandyte Camp

Tuesday 03
• Year 7 Cricket

Wednesday 04
• Year 8 Victorian Beach Volleyball   
 Schools' Cup

Thursday 05
• Year 9 Victorian Beach Volleyball   
 Schools' Cup

Friday 6
• Year 11 Victorian Beach Volleyball   
 Schools' Cup

Thursday 12
• NMR Final - Senior Boys Cricket

Friday 13 - Sunday 15
• Year 12 Outdoor and Environmental  
 Studies - Wilsons Prom Bushwalk

Monday 16 - Tuesday 17
• Year 8 Surf Camp 1 - 8A, 8B and 8C

Tuesday 17
• Year 7 Round Robin

Tuesday 17 - Wednesday 18
• Year 8 Surf Camp 2 - 8D, 8E and 8F

Wednesday 18 - Thursday 19
• Year 8 Surf Camp 3 - 8G, 8H and 8J

Thursday 19 - Friday 20
• Year 8 Surf Camp 4 - 8K and 8L

Wednesday 25
• NMR Swimming

ELTHAM SPORTS
TIMETABLE
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PETER TOREY, Student Leadership

Student Leaders 2020

Hannah Smailes 12 Andrew
Bailey Johnson 12 Stewart

Bronte Harrison 12 Andrew Elyssia Kenshole 11 Andrew
Ella Pilson 12 Everard Manu Ranganathan 11 Everard
Oscar Bernet 12 Rutter Fraser Ellis 11 Rutter
Tiana Inglis 12 Stewart Campbell McKinnon 11 Stewart

Ben Heath 12 Rutter
Ella Pilson 12 Everard
Elyssia Kenshole 11 Andrew

Sarah Treadwell 12 Rutter
Lily Ord 12 Everard
Reni Stein 11 Everard
Campbell McKinnon 11 Stewart

Lucy Baker 12 Rutter
Sapphira Rolfe 12 Stewart
Fraser Ellis 11 Rutter
Manu Ranganathan 11 Everard

Aneurin Brown 12 Rutter
Tanner Carozzi 11 Rutter

Xanthia Watson 12 Rutter
Tanner Carozzi 11 Rutter

Finn Deacey 12 Andrew

Emma Brooksby 12 Everard
Lydia Schofield 12 Rutter

Amelie Smith 8 Andrew
Ashlee Ignatiadis 8 Stewart
Aurelia Angesti 8 Rutter
Isaac Symons 8 Everard
Nina Boesenberg 8 Everard
Olivia Dintinosante 8 Andrew
Phoenix Jewell 8 Stewart
Tom Westerman 8 Rutter
Ava Grzechnik 9 Rutter
Cameron Heath 9 Rutter
Evie Watson-Jones 9 Rutter
Emily Brooks 9 Andrew
Alanah Sutton 10 Stewart
Breanna Hogan 10 Stewart
Ethan Lonsdale 10 Andrew
Fieke van der Kamp 10 Stewart
Jason Burpee 10 Rutter
Kayla Charkisky 10 Andrew
Maedy Ennis 10 Andrew
Mary Schofield 10 Rutter
Nicholas Makridis 10 Stewart
Shahla Paynter 10 Rutter
Sophie Styles 10 Andrew
Madeliene O'Grady 10 Andrew
Teyanah Brown 10 Rutter

Year 8 to 10 Student Leaders

The Arts - Visual Arts

House Leaders
Year 12 Year 11

Enviro Team

Harmony Team

Peer Team

STEM Team

Comms Team

The Arts- Cont Music

School Leaders

Team Leaders

25/02/2020
Eltham HS student leaders database 2020.xlsx
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LANGUAGES
 
Education Perfect
This year students of Language are to purchase our compulsory online learning tool, 
Education Perfect, via the direct website link: https://www.educationperfect.com

Please see payment instructions below. Payment cut off date is Friday 27 March.  This same 
information has been distributed to parents of Language students. 

Merci beaucoup / Terima kasih. 

Education Perfect is a compulsory online learning tool that Eltham High School has 
integrated into its Languages and English curriculum. 

Education Perfect enables students to focus on a wide range of learning tasks independently 
or as assigned by their teacher in class or for homework. The digital platform has been 
successfully implemented in hundreds of schools around the world, with notable impacts on 
students’ motivation and grades. Inter-class, state and global competitions run throughout 
the year which encourage students in their learning.

In 2020:
All Language students in Years 7 – 12 are required to purchase this Program.

Subscription payments are made directly via your student’s Education Perfect account. 

Please note: your child will be provided with their username and password in the first weeks 
of Term 1, in order for you to access the account to make these payments. 

The cost is $31.50 per subject and the cut-off date for payments is Friday, 27 March, 2020.

1. Go to: https://www.educationperfect.com from a web browser (not the App)

2. Click on the Log-in link. 

• (Username is “EHS” followed by student ID (e.g. EHSABC0001)
• (Default password is your student’s first name, all in lower case (e.g. brodie)

3. Click on the subject you wish to pay for. Year 7 students can pay for both subjects at 
the same time via either English or French. 

4. Click on PAY NOW

Prior to the cut-off date, students can click on “Remind me later” and access the platform. 
After the cut-off date, students will not have access to the platform until payment is made.

All queries should be made directly to the company via support@educationperfect.com or 
(02) 6100 3723. 

French Film Festival
As part of our Languages Development Program, all Year 9 and 10 students of French 
will be attending a screening of “Donne-moi des ailes / Spread Your Wings” at the Palace 
Cinema Westgarth on Friday, 20 March. “Donne-moi des ailes”, an opening feature in the 
2020 French Film Festival, is a feel-good story about a boy, Christian, who together with 
his father, strive to save an endangered bird species. Please note that the film is PG rated.

The film will compliment our Years 9 and 10 French recent units of study of French music, 
whilst also exploring cinema’s role in our continued pursuit of authentic French texts. 

Students are to meet at Eltham Station no later than 9:05am on Friday 20 March, for a 
9:21am train to Westgarth station. From there, students will continue the short walk 
on foot to Palace Cinema Westgarth for a 10:30am film screening. Students will require 
sufficient funds on their Myki card for a return concession fare to Westgarth station ($5.00 
is suggested). Students will have a short break to each their packed lunch, before catching 
the 1:01pm train back to Eltham Station. We will be walking back to school, arriving in time 
for Period 4 classes. All students are to attend their Period 4 class that day. 

Please provide consent as well as payment of $23.00 by Friday 13 March. Parental consent/
payment can be made directly to the Cashier at the front office or online via Compass. 

Merci beaucoup! 

France Study Tour 2020
For those attending the 2020 France study tour there is a compulsory Information Evening 
being held on Thursday 12 March at 7:00pm in the Lower 100s space. 

CATHERINE CONSIDINE, Languages KLA Coordinator
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ICT
 
Student Laptops
Please note that students should be using a current Surface Pro laptop for their schoolwork. 
It is an expectation of the school that every student have a charged laptop for use in all of 
their classes. Students are able to borrow a laptop for a period from the library if theirs has 
been left at home or has run out of charge. This can be done 3 times per term.

Families are reminded that Eltham High School has a Specified Bring Your Own Device 
Program. This means that we do not support any computers or devices other than the 
specified Microsoft Surface Pros. 

Eltham High School is committed to ensuring that the best possible education is delivered 
to our students. This depends on students being fully equipped with all relevant learning 
tools, including both a working touchscreen laptop (MS Surface Pro – approved models 
only) and a working pen (stylus).

Many classes utilise the touchscreen technology and rely on the students having a charged 
device with a stylus, ready to learn. If your child has misplaced their stylus, it is expected 
that it will be replaced. If a lost stylus is handed in to the school unnamed we cannot return 
it, so please make sure it is clearly named. Label makers can print in small fonts to be stuck 
on the outside of the stylus, or a named piece of paper can be slipped inside the pen. 
Replacement nibs can be purchased at the General Office.

I would also like to take this opportunity to ask that parents talk to their children about 
appropriate times for computer use; many students are using their laptops at break times 
which can result in laptops running out of charge before their afternoon classes. It also 
robs students of the chance to take a rest from the screens.

If there are any issues regarding laptops not working, please contact the IT helpdesk.

If a laptop is being repaired, or your child will be without a laptop for more than a couple 
of days,  please contact Natalie Heath at het@elthamhs.vic.edu.au or 9430 5142 so that we 
can help to continue to support students in their learning. 

NATALIE HEATH, eLearning/ICT Leader

LIBRARY
 
Yarra Plenty Regional Library Service
Yarra Plenty Regional Library Service is offering a range of hands on activities for the month 
of March. Discover a range of activities from business development and accountability 
tools, networking events, social media sessions and Maker Space workshops connecting 
art and technology. There are over 100 events covering creative confidence, small biz skills 
or networking.

For details visit:

https://yprl-filestore.s3-ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/Public/MakerMonth.pdf

RHONDA MALONE, Library Coordinator
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Register today – activeapril.vic.gov.au

Featured offers: It’s fun & free!

Follow us on: + many more!

Cardio Tennis
One free trial of Cardio Tennis
Combining Cardio workouts with fun 
tennis drills

28 by Sam Wood
50% off online training program 
Dynamic at-home workouts suitable 
for all fitness levels

Around the Bay 
10% off event entry
Enter the 20km Family ride + kids ride free

YMCA
10 free visit pass
With over 55 facilities to choose from, 
come and try the Y

Run Melbourne
15% off event entry
Challenge yourself to run a 5K, 10K or a 
Half Marathon at Run Melbourne this July

Fitbit
20% off watches and trackers
Track your activity, exercise, sleep and more

MOVE
MORE THIS APRIL

Register today and aim to move for 30 minutes every day 
with the support of our partners

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Bushfire Fundraiser supporting WILDLIFE VICTORIA 
 

Come along to an afternoon of fundraising fun. 
 

Money raised from this event will go to supporting fire affected wildlife 
throughout Victoria. Funds will help rebuild shelters, replace equipment, 

provide food, medical supplies and support vet bills to injured, displaced and 
orphaned animals. 

 
Event Details….. 

Date & Time: Saturday May 2nd  
1.00pm – 5.30pm 

Location: Eltham High School  
(the 400 space near the library) enter via the carpark behind the Wildcats 

Basketball Stadium 
Pricing: 

Children 16‐20 $20 
Adults 21 + $25 

Book via Trybooking 
https://www.trybooking.com/BITOB 

Tables of 4 or 8 available 
Catering: 

Vegetarian and Vegan menu supplied in the form of finger food courtesy of the 
Hospitality Vet Students of EHS 

This fundraiser is a dry event due to under age attendees but please byo your 
other beverages. 

 
Proudly Sponsored by.. 
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Family violence and its effects on women
Effects of family violence on children & talking
to your children
Surviving as a parent

Struggling to pick up the pieces after
experiencing family violence?
 
Coping with your children's trauma and often
challenging behaviours, while dealing with your
own stresses as a parents?
 
Not sure how to talk with your children about
what's happening?
 
Then you may be interested in the following
information sessions:
 

 

VENUE:

TIME:

DATES: Thursdays, 5th March- 26th March
(4 sessions over 4 weeks)

Information sessions for women dealing with the effects of family
violence

10am – 1pm

Lalor area

BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL:
For further information please contact
Genine or Tess on 8641 8900 
 

anglicarevic.org.au

CHILDCARE:
Provided free - limited places,
booking essential

COST: FREE

 

 

Course runs over two mornings (attendance required for both sessions) 

Thursday 5th and 12th March at  9.30am -12.30 

Please call intake to secure a place on the number below. 

 

 
 

Raising children in a digital 
world 

When: Wednesday 11 March 2020, 
7pm‐9pm.  
Where: Jindi Family and Community 
Centre, 48 Breadalbane Avenue, 
Mernda. 
Cost: $22 
Bookings: Booking is essential and 
must be done by 7 March 2020 via 
www.trybooking.com/BGFLQ 
For more information: Contact 
Council’s Family Services Education 
Officer on 9404 8865 or email 
familytraining@whittlesea.vic.gov.au. 

Do you worry about how much time 
your child spends playing with 
technology? Do you argue about time 
spent on devices, playing video games 
or hanging out on social media? Do 
you find yourself thinking about the 
digital footprint they are creating? 

Facilitated by Martine Oglethorpe, 
‘the modern PARENT’ this workshop 
will help you find balance in managing 
gaming, digital distractions and the 
crucial role the parent has in a digital 
world. 

Space4Us
Holiday Program 

Space4Us is a peer support group for young people between 
the ages of 13 and 18 years who have a parent, older sibling or 
other adult family member who is affected by a mental illness.

This is a great opportunity to meet other teenagers who have 
similar experiences, to learn more about mental health and illness, 

to explore ways of coping, and to have some time out and fun!

Topics will include:
● Understanding different mental illnesses
● Relationships with family and friends
● Communication and problem solving
● Responding to stigma and different

ways to take care of ourselves

Fun activities include laser 
tag, bowling, photography 

and circus skills!  

FREE 
3 day program  
1-3 April 2020

9.30AM TO 3.30PM 

at 360 Boroondara Youth 
Resource Centre,  

Level 1, 360 Burwood Road, 
Hawthorn

More information:
This is a free program inclusive of all activities, snacks, meals 
and laughs. Enquire by phone about how we can help with 
transport as well. To enquire about the program please contact: 

Tamar Spatz
0466 937 982 or tamar.spatz@boroondara.vic.gov.au

Helen  
0419 658 694 or helen.carter2@svha.org.au
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DISCLAIMER: “Eltham High School does not endorse 
any company, organisation, service or product referenced 

in Community Announcements”

Depending on where you live, we may refer you to 
another scout group closer to you, while our 
Weekly Meetings are open to:

Joeys 5-7y WED 6-7pm  
Cubs 8-10y WED 7-8.30pm
Scouts 11-14y FRI 7.30-9.30pm  
Venturers 15-17y WED 7.30-9.30pm 
Rovers 18-25y MON 7.30pm-late

Parents welcome to join as Leaders or Committee 

1ST LOWER TEMPLESTOWE SCOUTS

OUTSIDE THE CLASSROOM

Define your own  
LEARNING

Interested kids and parents please email 
gl.templestowelower1st@gmail.com or text
 
David at 0419 391 712 or  
Peter at 0434 474 928 

www.1LTscouts.com.au

Ted Ajani Centre, 284 Thompsons Road,  
Lower Templestowe

Some memorable moments~ 
‘Camping in tents is so fun!’

‘Falling off the stretcher!’
‘I learnt to make some cool stuff!’

‘Spilling everything in cooking!’
‘The billy cart went so fast!’

‘I had no idea how much fun  
four wheel driving could be!’

‘Wearing a white shirt in mud!’

Challenges. Friends. Laughs. Life skills and beyond. 

Tuning in to Teens 
 

Emotionally Intelligent Parenting 
A six-session parenting program  

for parents of adolescents aged from 10-16 years 
 

Would you like to learn how to: 

• be better at talking with your teen? 

• be better at understanding your teen? 
• help your teen learn to manage their emotions?  

• help to prevent behaviour problems in your teen? 
• teach your teen to deal with conflict? 
 

Tuning in to Teens 

shows you how to help your teen develop Emotional Intelligence. 
Adolescents with higher Emotional Intelligence: 
• are more aware, assertive and strong in situations of peer pressure 
• have greater success with making friends and are more able to manage conflict with 

peers 

• are more able to cope when upset or angry 
• have fewer mental health and substance abuse difficulties 

• have more stable & satisfying relationships as adults 
• have greater career success –  

• Emotional intelligence may be a better predictor of 
academic and career success than IQ! 
 

Where:  Viewbank College 
Warren Road, Rosanna 

When: Wednesdays 6 May - 10 June 2020 
7.00 - 9.00pm  

Cost: $160 / $240 couples for 6 x 2hr sessions 

 

 

 

  For more information visit 
www.theparentingjourney.com.au Parenting Journey 

Or visit us at 
For all enquiries or to make a booking please call:  
Kate Culy - 0404 042 789 or Jodie Harris - 0412 822 858 


