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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
 
Student Achievement: Victorian Season of Excellence
I congratulate Lydia Schofield (Class of 2020, Rutter House), Olivia Chubb (Class of 
2020, Stewart House) and Molly Morris McGinty (Class of 2020, Andrew House) whose 
Art works have been shortlisted for the Victorian Season of Excellence – Top Arts 2021. 
Furthermore, I congratulate Holly Rumble (Class of 2020, Rutter House) whose stop-
motion Claymation film has been shortlisted for the Victorian Season of Excellence – 
Top Screen 2021. The music in the film was composed by Elias Sprague (Class of 2020, 
Andrew House) so congratulations to Elias as well. Finally I congratulate Emer Rafferty 
(Class of 2020, Stewart House) whose Product Design and Technology-Fashion work has 
been shortlisted for Top Design 2021. 

These are amazing achievements irrespective of the year that we have just had.

I wish all the students all the very best and hope that they will all make the list of finalists 
for the 2021 Season of Excellence Exhibition.

The following are a couple of screen shots from Holly’s film:
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TERM 4 / WEEK 11
Tuesday, 15 December 2020

Thursday 17 December
Last day of Year 7, 8 and 9 Classes - 2:30pm Finish

Year 7 Students and VCE Students will return on Friday 29 January

(Year 10 students who are undertaking an enhancement subject are expected to attend 
on 29 January if they have a class on this day and only during the period of the class).

The Whole School will be in attendance on Monday 1 February.
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VCE – Year 12 Results
Unlike previous years, the VCE results will be distributed to school and students on 
Wednesday 30 December. Staff will be available on both 30 and 31 December to support 
any students that may need someone to talk to. Some staff will be on site others will be 
available via Webex. Students will also have access to a range of University and TAFE 
counselling services. 

Students and parents have been e-mailed information regarding protocols for contacting 
staff on these days.

I wish all the students the very best as they await their results. 

Farewells 2020
I wish to acknowledge the work of the following staff members who will be leaving Eltham 
High School this year: 

• Amirush Fauzia (Indonesian Language Assistant) – returning to Bandung in Indonesia 
in January 

• Kirrilly McKenzie 

• Brendan Ryder 

• Paul Trengove 

• Cynthia Brearley 

• Emily Clarke 

• Ed Ferris 

• Bindhu Rajendra 

I thank all of them for their contribution to the education of our young people and wish 
them all the very best in the future.

The following Staff are going on an extended period of leave and I wish them well for their 
period of lave.

• Laura Geary – 12 months leave

• Stephen Ford – Term 1

• Tim Monigatti – (Weeks 1-3, Term 1)

A number of new staff will also be joining us at the start of the new school year. I will 
introduce the new staff to you early in 2021. 

End of the School Year
As the year comes to a close, I want to acknowledge that 2020 has been a challenge in 
more ways than one; however, it has also provided a range of opportunities. There has been 
a great deal of learning take place from the school end as well as for the students and whilst 
I know that the period of lockdown was very difficult for some of our young people others 
flourished from the experience. It was no different for our teachers; however, the sense of 
urgency created by the change caused them to learn new ways of doing things in order to 
support our students to the best of their ability. 

I also know that a number of families have been doing it tough and have been pushed to 
their limits as well and we have worked alongside families to support them to see their way 
out of the fog. 

Having acknowledged this we are looking forward to a hopeful, fresh start in 2021, where we 
can continue implementing the learning from 2020 in a way that it will support health and 
wellbeing, learning and transition for students and staff alike, whilst at the same time letting 
go of some things that have become redundant.

I take this opportunity to thank our parents, families and community for your support during 
these turbulent months. I am so proud of the partnership that we have built together and 
that continued to grow and flourish throughout this time. This is greatly valued and it must 
continue to grow if we are to continue to improve as a learning community.

I also wish to thank you all for your acknowledgement of the work of teachers and for the 
many messages and tokens of appreciation that you have directed our way. We are truly 
grateful and feel honoured to be part of this amazing community. I personally thank you for 
your support of me in my role. Not once did I feel alone, even when the school was empty. 
I knew that I could rely on the strength of our community to see us through. All of this is 
greatly appreciated and valued.

The last day for Years 9, 8 and 7, this year is Thursday 17 December. As is always the case 
on the last day of term, students will be dismissed at 2:30pm. I ask parents/guardians to 
organise safe travel home for the students. 

SCHOOL CALENDAR 2020

DECEMBER

Tuesday 15
• Year 7 Assembly - Period 1
• Year 8 Assembly - Period 2

Thursday 17
• Last Day of Year 7, 8 and 9 Classes
 2:30pm Finish

Friday 18
• Student Free Day
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Season’s Greetings
Since this is the last edition of the Community Newsletter for 2020, I wish all members of 
our community a very Merry Christmas and a happy and safe New Year with the hope that 
it provides a sense of calm and reassurance.

I wish to thank all the students for their ongoing commitment to our school and their 
learning. I thank the parents for your ongoing support and I thank the staff for their 
ongoing professionalism and for the care that they provide for all our students both within 
the academic and extra-curricular arenas. 

I thank the Eltham High School Council for the work it does in supporting the various 
programs and initiatives that run for the benefit of our students and their learning. I also 
thank the members of the School Council for their ongoing support of me in my role of 
Principal of this amazing school and community.

The 2021 School Year will begin in late January.

Teachers will return on Wednesday 27 January. This day and Thursday 28 January will be 
student free days.

Year 7 Students and VCE Students will return on Friday 29 January
(Year 10 students who are undertaking an enhancement subject are expected to attend on 
29 January if they have a class on this day and only during the period of the class).

The Whole School will be in attendance on Monday 1 February.
I look forward to our work together in 2021

VINCENT SICARI, Principal

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
 
Recognising Student Achievement 
In 2020 we would like to recognise students for their significant achievements in their 
commitment to their learning in a range of ways.

Over the year we have recorded information about the contributions that students have 
made. In recognising and celebrating the various strengths of our students we have 
collected data across four categories; 

• Academic, 

• Community Connection, 

• Challenge Yourself, and 

• Global Citizenship. 

This year, being what it has been, has meant that some of the ways that students would 
normally contribute have not been possible. However, there is no doubt that the experience 
of remote learning has allowed students to develop their skills in ways that may not have 
happened otherwise when there are many more competing priorities for their time.

In identifying students for the Academic award, we look closely at feedback from teachers 
through interim reports. Rather than looking at results we are interested in the learning 
dispositions such as effort and persistence. In addition this year we are also looking at 
engagement in remote and flexible learning. We also consider other academic awards 
such as Art awards, Maths competitions and engagement with the Anthology.

In selecting students for the Community Connection award, we are focused on students 
that engage broadly within our school community. This includes students who are Peer 
Mentors, members of the Principal’s Advisory group, Music Leaders and those students 
who take on additional opportunities to volunteer or present. 

The Challenge Yourself award recognises students that challenge themselves to develop 
their expertise across a range of areas. This includes students that sign up for Debating, 
represent the school at District and State levels in Sport, take up STEM opportunities, are 
part of a Volleyball team and involved in Music ensembles. While some of the examples 
outlined haven’t been possible for much of this year, there is no doubt that many students 
at Eltham High School have taken every opportunity to challenge themselves within the 
significant restrictions that the lockdown has imposed on us this year.

Being awarded the Global Citizenship award recognises those outward looking students 
that take their focus on social and environmental responsibility very seriously. They are the 
students on the Environment team, the Harmony team, step up for the Duke of Edinburgh 
award and sign up for programs such as World Challenge and Student Exchange. The 
focus on this has been local rather than global by necessity this year.

If you would like to volunteer for our 
canteen in 2020 please send your 
email address and availabilities to our 
Canteen Manager, Carolina Constable 
at: cob@elthamhs.vic.edu.au

Please check the display at the 
Canteen for the daily specials

CANTEEN
ROSTER 

Eltham High School Anthology
When: Tuesday 
Location: Room 302  
Time: Lunchtime
Steve Ford
Eltham High School Anthology 
Coordinator

Eltham High School STEM Club
When: Every second Wednesday 
Location: Room 802  
Time: Lunchtime
Anam Javed
Eltham High School Science 
Coordinator

EXTRACURRICULAR 
CLASSES & TUTORIALS
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We would like to recognise and celebrate the following students for their contributions 
and commitment across the 2020 school year. Year 11 students will be recognised at the 
commencement of the 2021 school year.

Academic Recognition Award

Aleisha Dam (Year 7, Everad House) Hayley Barry (Year 9, Rutter House)

Taylor Green (Year 7, Everad House) Madison Ross (Year 9, Everard House)

Molly Smith (Year 7, Everad House) Krystian Jaworski (Year 9, Everard House)

Emily Brennan (Year 8, Rutter House) Georgia Smith (Year 9, Rutter House)

Tahli Danelutti (Year 8, Everad House) Jude Revill (Year 10, Everard House)

Marcus Bottrel (Year 9, Rutter House) Jules Broeren (Year 10, Everard House)

Stephen Hey (Year 9, Andrew House) Teyanah Brown (Year 10, Rutter House)

Brandon Inglis (Year 9, Andrew House) Shahla Paynter (Year 10, Rutter House)

Community Connection Award
Evie Watson-Jones (Year 9, Rutter House)

Challenge Yourself Award

Joshua Wike-Gysen (Year 8, Andrew House) Jason Burpee (Year 10, Rutter House)

Amelie Smith (Year 8, Andrew House) Maedy Ennis (Year 10, Andrew House)

Stephanie Smith (Year 8, Stewart House) Ethan Lonsdale (Year 10, Andrew House)

Jeremy Veldman (Year 8, Andrew House) Breanna Hogan (Year 10, Stewart House)

Isaac Symons (Year 8, Everard House) Nicholas Makridis (Year 10, Stewart House)

Madeleine O’Grady (Year 10, Andrew House) Teyanah Brown (Year 10, Rutter House)

Mary Schofield (Year 10, Rutter House) Fieke Van Der Kamp (Year 10, Stewart House)

Significant Contribution Across Three or More Areas

Liam Hillen (Year 7, Andrew House) 
Academic, Community Connection, 
Challenge Yourself

Cameron Heath (Year 9, Rutter House) 
Academic, Challenge Yourself, Community 
Connection, 

Finn Van Der Plas (Year 7, Rutter House) 
Academic, Community Connection, 
Challenge Yourself, Global Citizenship

Ethan Lonsdale (Year 10, Andrew House) 
Academic, Community Connection, 
Challenge Yourself, Global Citizenship

Aurelia Angesti (Year 8, Rutter House) 
Academic, Community Connection, 
Challenge Yourself

Nicholas Makridis (Year 10, Stewart House) 
Academic, Community Connection, 
Challenge Yourself

Tom Westerman (Year 8, Rutter House) 
Community Connection, Challenge Yourself, 
Global Citizenship

Tenayah Brown (Year 10, Rutter House) 
Academic, Community Connection, 
Challenge Yourself, Global Citizenship

Ava Grzechnik (Year 9, Rutter House) 
Challenge Yourself, Community Connection, 
Global Citizenship

Shahla Paynter (Year 10, Rutter House) 
Academic, Community Connection, 
Challenge Yourself

Overall Commitment Award
Misha Boesenberg (Year 7, Everard House)
Nina Boesenberg (Year 8, Everard House)
Fieke Van Der Kamp (Year 10, Stewart House)

Congratulations to all students that have been recognised this year.

FRAN MULLINS, Assistant Principal

PARENT
INFORMATION

2020

Term 4:
Starts Monday 5 October 

Finishes Thursday 17 December
 2:30pm finish  
 (Year 7, 8 and 9 Students)

GROUNDS COMMITTEE
COMMITTEE MEETINGS AND WORKING BEE DATES

2020
Working Bee Dates

We are always seeking new members 
for our Grounds Committee.

If you would like to get involved 
please contact Anna Panas via email: 
pan@elthamhs.vic.edu.au

Due to the Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
Stage 4 restrictions currently in place 
across Victoria, please be advised 
that our term 3 Working Bee for 
members of our school community is 
unable to go ahead.

Anna Panas
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PARENTS AND CARERS
 
We have completed a review of 2020 Elective Fees and have credited families for materials 
based subjects that did not run as planned due to COVID-19 and remote and flexible 
learning. Family Statements have been emailed to your nominated billing email address 
this week.

Should you wish to utilise credits to finalise outstanding 2020 fees, pay for 2021 charges 
or to arrange for a refund, please complete the 2020 Family Refund Request form available 
on the Compass Newsfeed. Completed forms can be emailed to accounts@elthamhs.vic.
edu.au. 

2021 School Approved Contributions have been added to your account and are now available 
to pay via Compass Course Confirmation/Payments and Elective Subject Fees via Compass 
Events.  Alternatively, Fees may also be paid by cash or credit card at the General Office, or 
by phone on 9430 5118. In cases of financial hardship, special payment arrangements can 
be made in confidence. Please contact Jacinta D’Avoine (Revenue Administrator) 9430 5118. 

Please note that payment for Electives is due by Friday 18 December. These payments fall 
into the Optional Extras category of School Council Approved Contributions and are offered 
on a ‘user pays’ basis with the expectation that the fee will be paid for in full. Shortfalls in 
payment of subject fees compromises the quality of the educational program on offer. Your 
timely payment will ensure that we are able to deliver the course curriculum to students as 
planned in 2021. Please note that students may be assigned to a course without a financial 
charge if subject levy payment is not received by the due date.

To view our Parent Payment Policy, please visit the Parent Information tab on our Eltham 
High School website.

2021 CSEF Applications
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) provides payments for eligible students to 
attend activities like:

• School camps or trips

• Swimming And School-Organised Sport Programs

• Outdoor Education Programs

• Excursions And Incursions

Applications for 2021 are now open, through until the end of term 2, 2021. If you applied for 
the CSEF at Eltham High School in 2020, you do not need to complete an application form 
in 2021 unless there has been a change in your family circumstances. Eltham High School 
will apply for the CSEF on your behalf.

You will only need to submit an application form in 2021 if any of the following changes 
have occurred:

• New student enrolments: your child has started or changed schools in 2021 or you 
did not apply at the same school in 2020 or

• Changed family circumstances: such as a change of custody, change of name, 
concession card number, or new siblings commencing at the school in 2021.

Schools are able to accept and process applications up until the end of term two each year.  
CSEF payments are made to schools from March onwards each year.

CATHERINE ZERNA, Finance Manager

JUNIOR SCHOOL
 
Junior School News
As we move towards the 2021 school year, a reminder that booklists are available here: 
Eltham High School - North of the Yarra

We recommend visiting The Sustainable Bookshop to see what options might be available 
through this service: Sustainable School Shop - Second hand Textbooks, Uniforms etc

MELISSA HUGHES, Junior School Leader

Chess Club
When: Friday Lunchtime
Location:  Library
Junior School Team

Drama
When: Wednesday (Junior)
Thursday (Senior)
Location: 111 Drama Space
Time: 3.20pm – 5.00pm
Ryan Patterson, Drama Teacher

Scrambled Prince Workshops
When: Thursday
Location: 111 Drama Space
Time: 5.0pm – 7.00pm
Ryan Patterson, Drama Teacher

Interschool Debating Team
When: Monday Lunchtime
Location: Room 301
Bindhu Rajendra
Debating Coordinator

PRISIM
(People - Respecting - Indvidual’s - 
Sexuality - Identity - Movement)
When: Friday Lunchtime
Location: Student Services
Matthew Hapsberg
PRISM Leader

Tournament of Minds (Year 7 - 10)
When: Tuesday Lunchtime Term 2 and 3
Location: Room 154
Loren Clarke and Naomi Edrees
Tournament of Minds Coordinators

Language Conversation Club
When: Tuesday Lunchtime
Indonesian Club: Room 610
French Club: Room 612 
Catherine Considine Languages KLA 
Coordinator

STEM Club
When: Monday Lunchtime (Week B)
Anam Javed STEM Club Coordinator

ELTHAM HIGH SCHOOL CLUBS
WHY NOT GET INVOLVED!
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MIDDLE SCHOOL
 
Booklists
Booklists have been distributed. Please note that the only collection option is home delivery 
- no school pick up or in-store collection. The booklist describes the 3 different forms of 
home delivery (Regular, Priority and Express).

Year 9 Electives (2021)
Students have received an email containing a link that will allow them to view their subjects 
for 2021. This email will also include a link to a 'Subject Change Request Form', and an 
explanation of when this form can be used.

Academic Expectations and Student Wellbeing
Teachers are revising the curriculum that will be taught between now and the end of the 
school year, and are very conscious of achieving the right balance between academic 
outcomes and student wellbeing. Any parents who have questions about classroom 
expectations should contact their child’s Coordinator.

End of Year Arrangements – Year 8 and 9
The last day of school for Year 8 and 9 students is Thursday 17 December. School will finish 
at 2:30pm on this day. Given the disruptions to the 2020 school year, normal timetabled 
classes will continue through to the end of the year.

All Year 8 and 9 students must have their lockers emptied and locks removed by the end of 
the day on Thursday 17 December.

ROSS MCKINNON, Middle School Team Leader

SENIOR SCHOOL
 
Year 12 2021 Mentors
All Year 12 students have been allocated a mentor for 2021. This list is posted on the Senior 
School notice board outside the Senior School Office. The aim of the program is to provide a 
support person for each Year 12 student. There are 71 Eltham High School mentors involved 
– to cover the 212 Year 12 students.

Year 12 Formal
As you are already aware, due to Government restrictions on large social gatherings still 
being in place we have had to cancel the Year 12 Formal on Thursday 8 December. 

After consultation with the newly appointed 2021 Formal Committee and feedback gathered 
from all Year 12 students, the 2021 Year 12 Formal Reunion will be hosted at Eltham High 
School on Friday 26 February at 7:30 - 10:30pm (after dinner event). Supper and soft drinks 
provided (non-alcoholic event). The cost will be published via Compass next week.

The Year 12 Formal Committee is dedicated to making this event one to remember! 

AMANDA SALIBA, Senior School Team Leader (Acting)

MUSIC
 
2020 Family Refund Request Form
An email has been sent to music families regarding a refund of part of the 2020 Ensemble 
levy.  Could you please read the email and respond accordingly.  A copy of the information 
was also attached to a Compass news feed emailed on 1 December 2020.  

The 2020 Family Refund Request Form is to be completed and returned to the General 
Office in hard copy or via email to accounts@elthamhs.vic.edu.au before Friday 11 December 
2020. Your prompt response is appreciated.
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2021 Second Hand Instrument Register 
Each year our Music Department runs a second hand instrument sales register for new 
Year 7 students to purchase second hand instruments. Assessment of the second hand 
instruments takes place in November each year.

If you are considering selling an instrument on the second hand instrument register it must 
be serviced prior to being added. A copy of the service receipt must be provided.

If your child is currently undertaking lessons at Eltham High School the instrument can 
be assessed by the teacher prior to being serviced at the end of the year. Please book a 
service for December or January.

If the instrument is not currently being used in lessons at Eltham High School please 
ensure it has been serviced prior to bringing it to the Music Department for assessment in 
November.

During this period it is important to book the service of the instrument in advance as 
Covid-19 precautions will mean that instrument repairers have extra processes in place to 
keep themselves and customers safe.

2020 Music Fees 
The 2020 Music fees are now overdue and must be paid as soon as possible.

Please do not hesitate to contact Jane Nicholson in the Music Office if you have any queries 
via email: nio@elthamhs.vic.edu.au Your prompt payment of the fees is appreciated.

RICK KEENAN, Director of Music

SPORT
 
Year 9 Intensive Basketball
On Tuesday 8 December, our class of Year 9 students from Intensive Basketball ran a 
Basketball coaching session for a class of Year 7 students from 7D over the course of one 
period of class time. 

Over the course of a week, the Year 9 students were assigned into groups based on 
fundamental skills required in the game of Basketball where their task was to plan a variety 
of drills that focused on their assigned skill. In addition, Year 9 students planned drills 
which catered for a diverse range of ability levels in order to support all of our Year 7 
students who participated who may or may not have experience in the game of Basketball. 

Our Year 9 students did a fantastic job working with their teams to run fun and engaging 
drills and the Year 7 students had a lot of fun.

DYLAN MEDDINGS, Intensive Basketball Coach

ART
 
Year 7 Art
'Starry Night' by Amanda Makelainen (Year 7, Rutter House). Students in 7M have been 
learning about colour theory and Impressionist painting styles. 

Amanda has captured a strong sense of depth in the painting using one point perspective 
and a sense of movement through the sky using layered individual brush strokes.

Arts and Technology Online Exhibition, 2020
We invite you to log on to our virtual exhibition which was launched on Thursday 26, 
November and will remain open until Wednesday 16 December.

You can view the exhibition online at: elthamhighexhibits.com

This show will feature the remarkable work students have been able to produce in 2020 
and include opening speeches by Vincent Sicari, local artist Emmy Mavroidis and our 
Visual Arts Leaders for 2020.

Our students have definitely lived up to the school values of Creativity, Pursuit of Excellence 
and Individuality.

LISA FOOTE, The Arts KLA Coordinator

Year 9 Intensive Basketball

'Starry Night' by Amanda 
Makelainen (Year 7, Rutter 

House)
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WOOD TECHNOLOGY 
 
Term 4 Woodwork was extremely busy. We jumped straight into production after being 
locked down at home designing for term 3, we were all ready to create our designs.

Year 7 students made a fish and a creative box of their own design, Year 9 students created 
a small side/ coffee table once again their own design, Year 10’s focused on hand/power 
tool skill development and built a desk organiser and Year 11 created their own designs.

Students are challenged to be creative, innovative, enterprising and adaptable, with the 
motivation, confidence and skills to use critical and creative thinking purposefully.

Thinking that is productive, purposeful and intentional is at the centre of our curriculum with 
the progressive development of knowledge and skills to enable students to independently 
create their designs.

The Technology rooms are a place where we foster curiosity, where students learn 
to understand, practice, develop and manage their own learning processes through, 
observation, practice, trial and error; also learning from and with each other.

We strongly consider sustainability in everything we do. Designing for sustainability 
requires an evaluation of past practices, the assessment of scientific and technological 
developments, and balanced judgments based on projected future economic, social and 
environmental impacts. 

We promote reflective thinking processes to empower students to design products that will 
lead to a more equitable and sustainable future. By examining social, ethical, economic and 
sustainability considerations in the development of technologies and designed solutions 
we aim to meet community needs, while effectively and safely using a broad range of 
materials, components, tools, equipment and techniques to produce designed solutions. 

Oh, and we also have fun!

DONNA AYRES, Wood Technology Teacher

CAREERS
 
2021 VTAC Offer Dates Confirmed by VTAC: Key Dates

VCE results and ATAR released to students Wednesday 30 December 2020

Change of preference deadline for January offers Monday 4 January 2021, 12pm

January offers released Thursday 14 January 2021

Change of preference deadline for February round 1 Thursday 21 January 2021, 12pm

February round 1 offers released Monday 1 February 2021

A full listing of dates, including deadlines and offer dates for the remaining February rounds, 
will be available on the VTAC website later in the year.

ROSS PRINGLE, Careers and Pathways Coordinator

CANTEEN
 
Zooper Dooper Icy Poles 
In an effort to support the reduction of the impact of plastic packaging on the environment, 
and to reduce litter in our school grounds, the Canteen will be phasing out the sale of 
Zooper Dooper Icy Poles. The Principal, Canteen Manager and our school community 
believe this is a small step to take for a large impact. Sales will continue until the current 
stock runs out.

The Canteen will continue to supply other items for the hot weather, including cold 
Watermelon slices ($0.50) and Bulla Icy Poles ($1.00).

Thank you for your support in making our school environment a better place for us all.

CAROLINA CONSTABLE, Canteen Manager
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ICT
 
Laptops for 2021 - Students in Year 9 - 10
The time might have come to start thinking about purchasing a new laptop for your child. 
The Eltham High School Specified Bring Your Own Device (SBYOD) Program runs through 
all year levels, regardless of which subjects are being studied.

If your child's machine is getting a little tired, or is more than three years old, please 
consider purchasing a new device. We encourage the purchase of new devices ready for 
the start of Years 7 and 10.

Once again, the School is using JB HiFi as our preferred supplier. The options listed are 
package deals which include a protective case, pen (stylus) and keyboard. The link to 
access the site is: 

www.jbeducation.com.au/byod/ 

and the access code is EHS2021
Remember that Eltham High School is a Microsoft Surface Pro School and that other 
computers are not permitted. No other devices will be able to have the Department of 
Education software installed, and only devices that meet our minimum requirements will 
be permitted to access the wifi at school. This minimum requirements list (https://www.
elthamhs.vic.edu.au/laptop.html) outlines our requirements. Please note that the Surface 
Pros have both front and rear facing cameras, which very few other laptops do. This device 
has been selected to ensure that all students have access to computers which can be used 
in a variety of different ways, helping students to create, research and learn in flexible ways 
on a robust machine with a reasonable price point. 

For more information, please contact Natalie Heath, eLearning/ICT Leading Teacher at 
het@elthamhs.vic.edu.au

NATALIE HEATH, ICT / eLearning Leader

STUDENT SERVICES
 
Build Your Own Solar Robot 
Free school holiday activity. Learn how the sun can be used to power machines and help 
the environment! For the adults, clean energy ideas and projects and an electric car.

What: Build your own solar robot
Who: Kids 8-12 years
When: Thursday 21 January, 10:00am or 1:30pm
Cost: FREE
Where: Edendale Farm, 30 Gastons Rd, Eltham

Places are limited so bookings are essential:

https://edendale.weteachme.com/classes/1037535-solar-robot-construction-kids-
8-12-years?dates_opened=true

Nillumbik Australia Day Awards 2021
Do you know someone who has done something outstanding who deserves to be 
recognised publicly?

Maybe they’ve coached the local footy team, gone over and above making costumes for 
school plays, or been a vital part of a local community group – whatever they’ve done, 
now’s your chance to make sure they’re recognised for the time that they’ve given to our 
local community.

Each year we recognise and honour the high achievements of ordinary individuals and 
community groups, who do extraordinary things within Nillumbik Shire. If you know 
someone who has showed what an asset they to the community during 2020, nominate 
them now.

Award categories open for nomination are:

• Young Citizen of the Year (aged between 16 – 30) 

• Senior Citizen of the Year (60+) 

• Volunteer of the Year 

• Community Group of the Year 
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All individual nominees will be considered for the Nillumbik Citizen of the Year Award.

For more information, and to nominate, visit the Nillumbik website HERE. 

Youth Market Space
Banyule Youth Services have launched a project to support young people who would like to 
sell their creations. We’re calling out for makers of art, craft, accessories and more. 

We are offering:
• A spot on our dedicated page on our website
• Promotion via our social media platforms
• Workshops and tip sheets
• Stalls both online and at local events (when restrictions allow)
• 1:1 support

All for free! For more info go to https://www.banyuleyouth.com/marketspace or email 
naomi.simmonsd@banyule.vic.gov.au

Being Well – Weekly Wellbeing Program 
“Being Well” is a wellbeing focused weekly online group for young people ages 12 – 25 
years.

Young people can come to one session OR all of them - whichever interests them.

Sessions include - Zen your bedroom space, Food and Mood, Using art to practise 
mindfulness, bullet journaling and more.

More info and to register: Text or call Kate on 0481 003 524 or email kate.james@banyule.
vic.gov.au Young people will be sent a link and more information after they register.

IncArt
Our IncArt program is for young people aged 12 – 25 years of all artistic skill levels to meet, 
socialise and express them self through art. This term the crew are creating puppets to 
animate with the result being screened at Livefest. 

Online on Mondays from 4:00pm. Contact Leza Cullen if you’d like to get involved. 

Leza.Cullen@banyule.vic.gov.au  /  https://www.banyuleyouth.com/inc-art

Open House CIC - Youth Drop On

What is the Drop On?
The Drop On is an online program where young people can meet in a safe and fun 
environment. Lead by a team of youth workers and volunteers, the program is offered using 
the Zoom platform.

Who is it for?
The program is open to all young people in high school (ages 12-18).

What do you do?
A whole range of fun and challenging activities are offered to get you laughing, thinking 
and also moving! We have done things like trivia, Pictionary, scavenger hunts, lip reading, 
escape rooms and more!

When is it?
Every Friday afternoon from 4:00 – 5:00pm during school term. If restrictions ease in 
Victoria, the program may potentially end earlier as we resume face to face programs. 

How can I get involved?
Contact either Tim or Naomi and you will be sent an enrolment/permission form. Once this 
is completed, a Zoom link will be sent to you.

Email: office@openhousecic.org.au  /  Ph: 9450 7600

Web: www.openhousecic.org.au 

LOUISE HEATHCOTE, Student Services Leader
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headspace Work and

Study can help

Are you supporting young people

who don't know what's next in their

work or study journey after school?

headspace Work and Study is a free online

service delivered over the phone, webchat or

video chat to support 15-25 year olds with

planning and achieving their work and study

goals. We can support young people you work

with to identify post school options and to

transition from school to employment, further

study or training.

Our team is made up of Career Advisors as well

as Mental Health Clinicians who can support

young people with any mental health related

barriers to their work and study.

We can help young people with:
• Further education planning, course selection
and enrolment
• Career, industry and labour market research
• Job seeking skills and tools
• Resume and job application support to find work
• Support starting work or further study
• Balancing mental health and wellbeing with
work or study
• Navigating Centrelink and other government
support options

To register:
Young people can self-refer by clicking the button
below or calling 1800 810 794. If you have any
questions, feel free to call this number too.

Website: headspace.org.au/workandstudy

headspace National Youth Mental Health Foundation is funded by the Australian Government Department of Health



COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS12



COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS13

 
 

 

 

Dear School Community, 

 

December 3rd was International Day of People with Disability and on this day Eltham 
Wildcats and Melbourne Inner East, Special Olympics Region proudly launched a new 
and exciting program called Unified Basketball. 

Unified is an iconic program that promotes and creates social inclusion between 
individuals with and without intellectual disabilities through sport. 

“Special Olympics Australia is honoured to have Eltham Wildcats offer to host one of 
our first Unified Sports Basketball Competitions, we look forward to working together 
for inclusion. #playunified” Kim Lawley, Special Olympics Australia 

"For over 50 years, the Wildcats have aimed to provide opportunities for everyone to 
participate in basketball. To work with Special Olympics Australia and Eltham Leisure 
Centre to provide 'Unified Basketball' to the community is one we're truly thankful to 
be involved with and look forward to having in place." 

Please click on this link to find out more about the program or e-mail us for more 
information. 

To register as a player, unified partner/player or volunteer or to make an enquiry, 
please contact Naomi Symington: vic.unifiedsport@specialolympics.com.au 

Regards, 

 
Naomi Symington 

Unified Sports Co-ordinator, Victoria 
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 For more info and to register 
Melbourne Canoe Club

Melbourne.paddle.org.au

For any enquiries please contact
Leanne Nicholls on 0407 562 077

Yarra River Westerfolds Park

Try something

SUMMER 
and

NEW
EXCITING
LEARN TO PADDLE PROGRAM

(January
18th to 22nd)

AMAZING VALUE!
1 Day Basic Skills Course $15 pp

(1.5 hours of training)

(1.5 hours of training each day)
3 Day Course $30 pp

Includes 
BASIC SKILLS and SELF RESCUE

HOW TO NAVIGATE MOVING WATER
TAKE ON SOME RAPIDS ON A RIVER TRIP

SAUSAGE SIZZLE LUNCH (last day)

All Boats and Equipment Provided
 Fully Qualified Instructors 

To register:
Melbourne Canoe Club

Melbourne.paddle.org.au

For all enquiries please contact
melbournecc@paddle.org.au

TO
 REG

ISTER

this

Young People's Workshop

Help us to create our new Community 
Vision 2041 and Council Plan.

Imagine Banyule in 2041. What do you want the City 
to be like? What needs to be kept and preserved and 

what needs to change or improve? These are the 
questions we want your views on.

When:
Wednesday 16 

December 
4:30-6:00pm

Where:
Online

RSVP:
Shaping Banyule – click here to register

For more information please visit 
shaping.banyule.vic.gov.au/Banyule2041 

or contact Kamal Singh or Bridget Ruff on 9490 4222.

Interpreter service
If you need an interpreter call TIS National on 131 450 
and ask to be connected to Banyule Council on 9490 4222.

Who:
12 to 25 
years old
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BAKLAVA DRIVE
Welc� e to Eltham

Welcome to Eltham’s Baklava Drive has returned for 2020, raising funds 
to support our work with refugees and people seeking asylum in the 

Eltham community. Your support will help us continue our programs such 
as English language tutoring, and activities to combat social isolation.

This is your perfect versatile treat - a great ‘bring a plate’ for Christmas 
functions, an addition to your hamper, the best gift for a teacher or 

neighbour or anyone who is impossible to buy for, or a delicious 
pre-Christmas feast with a cuppa at home!

ORDERS NOW OPEN: trybooking.com/BGSZG

$10.50
250g Cashew 
Baklava (10 

pieces approx)

$16.50
400g Cashew 
Baklava (16 

pieces approx)pieces approx) pieces approx)

$10.50
450g Turkish 
Delight (12 

pieces approx)
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DISCLAIMER: “Eltham High School does not endorse 
any company, organisation, service or product referenced 

in Community Announcements”

DVCS 
Christmas Gift Appeal
Help us make Christmas a little
brighter for children in need

NO USED ORNO USED OR
SOFT TOYSSOFT TOYS

PLEASE!PLEASE!

DONATION POINTS

For children aged

 0 to 16. 

Gift Vouchers  

Unwrapped NEW toys  

Monetary donations

We welcome :

DVCS: Shop 378a Level 3 Greensborough Plaza 
Donation chute: Level 1 (Opposite to Post Office)
Greensborough Plaza
Financial donations can be made on: dvsupport.org.au 

      Or using the QR Code below

QR CODE

 

Direct from the Scout Hall in Community Drive.  
Intersection of Community Drive, Mountain View and  
St Helena Roads, GREENSBOROUGH 

 
NOVEMBER 
Fri 27th  6pm - 8pm 
Sat 28th 8.30am - 5pm 
Sun 29th 9am - 5pm 
 
DECEMBER 
Sat 5th 8.30am - 5pm 
Sun 6th 9am - 5pm 
Sat 12th 8.30am - 5pm 
Sun 13th 9.00 am to 5.00 pm 
Sat 19th 8.30 am to 5.00 pm 
Sun 20th 9.00 am till sold out. 

 

Come and select your own FRESHLY CUT 
tree for Christmas 2020 and help support  
our fundraising efforts to send our  
Scouts to major events in 2021. 
EFTPOS FACILITIES AVAILABLE 
 

  1st Greenhills Scout Group 

UR Retreat 

Young Women

F O R

dates to be confirmed

www.bridgebuilders.com.au
1300 640 160

CREATE IMMERSE EMPOWER CELEBRATE

50 Young Women
15 Leaders

4 days   

14th Annual


