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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
 
Student Achievement: Leukaemia Foundation - World’s Greatest Shave
Tom Westerman (Year 11, Rutter House) is participating in the World’s Greatest Shave this 
year. You can read more about Tom’s reasoning and follow the link to support his cause 
below. 

“Hi everyone!

I believe it's critically important that as we begin to address the road forward from 
COVID, we don't forget about those that are still struggling with diseases such as blood 
cancer. 

Leukaemia Foundation, the Australian charity that runs The World's Greatest Shave 
annually, supports patients and families affected by blood cancer by offering care, 
accommodation and life-saving treatment. 

Leukaemia is one of many types of blood cancers or disorders which collectively affect 
over 135,000 Australians. By taking part in the World's Greatest Shave this March, I 
hope to raise awareness for these awful illnesses that may take Australian lives every 
day. 

Leukaemia Foundation also funds scholarships for PhD students in search of cures. 
Being an Eltham High student, I take pride in all the rich community connections we 
hold, from students and peers to teachers, parents and carers. Please donate what you 
can, and let's make a difference!”

http://my.leukaemiafoundation.org.au/tomwesterman

I congratulate Tom on his initiative and remind you all that over the years and even as late 
as this year, Leukaemia has affected the wellbeing a small number of our young people. 
Please support Tom so that together we can work towards eradicating this dreaded 
disease.

Student Teaching and Learning Team (TLT)
The first meeting of the TLT took place on Tuesday 21 February. Team members discussed 
the direction that they would like to take for 2023 and were able to set some goals.

Areas for further discussion included the next stage of the Vaping Workshop; consideration 
of the need for Online Safety Support for our young people; supporting the development 
of stronger Student Agency in learning and the area of Equity and Inclusion. 

This group of students is consistently living the school values and their interest and 
concern for the learning of their peers must be commended.

The work ahead isn’t going to be easy, but they have the determination, the energy and 
will to give it a good go.

The TLT this year will be supported by Kirsty Leahy (Learning Specialist) and of course they 
will engage support from various other members of the school leadership team as well as 
the student body.

A great start to the year! Well done!
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Headspace Parent Seminar
Headspace will be presenting a parent seminar to Year 7 and Year 8 parents. This will take 
place in The Nalleijerring Performance Centre on Tuesday 28 February from 4:30-6:00pm. 
For Year 7 parents, this will take place after ‘Meet the Teacher’. 

The Seminar, “Supporting young people - Notice, Ask, Connect”, focuses on:

• Understand mental health and wellbeing in young people

• Notice changes that a young person might be going through a tough time

• Identify strategies to connect and communicate with young people

• Increase knowledge about how to support a young person and where to access 
professional support

The delivery of this seminar coincides with Headspace working with all Year 7 and 8 
students throughout the course of 2023. 

You can register your attendance here: https://forms.office.com/r/ndw7s161N5 

Headspace wishes to remind all parents no children can attend the seminar, and that the 
workshop is not a place to disclose personal information or an opportunity to speak to 
someone specifically about their young person. Instead, it is an educational session and a 
chance for you to learn some good, general information about mental health in adolescents.

We hope to see many of you in attendance at this event.

School Swimming Carnival
The School Swimming Carnival scheduled for Friday 24 February, is a school-based event 
and all students are expected to attend and encouraged to dress in their House colours 
[Rutter (Red); Andrew (Green); Everard (Yellow); Stewart (Blue)].
For our Year 7 students this will be their first experience of an EHS Swimming Carnival. I 
m sure that they are all excited and looking forward to participating in as many events as 
possible. 

For our Year 12s, the class of 2023, this will be their last Swimming Carnival and their last 
opportunity to participate and celebrate together with their peers, teachers and support 
staff.  Usually, a great deal of effort goes into the design and construction of some very 
creative outfits for the day, of course reflecting the House colours.

All Year 8, 9 and 10 students are encouraged to participate in the day and to support their 
House and peers.

There has been a great deal of work put into the organisation of this day and I wish to thank 
Bree Pascoe for her leadership and thank all the staff that have supported Bree to make 
sure that the day proceeds well and that everyone has the opportunity to participate and 
truly enjoy the day. 

I remind parents that students will not be allowed to leave early on the day from the pool. 
Staff will not be engaging in phone conversations with parents to gain permission for their 
child to leave early, as they have other duties to fulfil.

Any early dismissal or dismissal from the pool at the end of the event must be organised 
before the day via written communication to the relevant sub-school team leader:

Junior School: Melissa Hughes huh@elthamhs.vic.edu.au

Middle School: Ross McKinnon mki@elthamhs.vic.edu.au

Senior School: Amanda Saliba sai@elthamhs.vic.edu.au

Thank you for your support with this.

Reminders: Mobile Phone Policy
Whilst the expectations around mobile phones in our school was made clear to all students 
during the first day assemblies, there is a small group of students who are choosing to 
disregard what is expected of them. There is a no tolerance rule around this issue unless 
a student has a formal exemption from the school which is only provided under extreme, 
often health related circumstances. 

I ask all parents/carers for your support with this by reminding your child(ren) that the 
Mobile Phone Policy requires students to switch off their phone from the sound of the first 
warning bell for the day and store their phones away securely until they leave the school 
at the end of the day. Students are not to access their phones at any time throughout the 
day including breaks. 

A process for addressing a breach of the policy is in place and all students are well aware 
of their role in this process. Please remind them of the need to follow through with the 
instructions given to them by any teacher and that disregarding a teacher’s instruction will 
inevitably lead to further consequences.

SCHOOL CALENDAR 2023

FEBRUARY

Monday 20 - Wednesday 22
• Year 12 Outdoor and Enviromental   
 Studies Camp - Wilsons Prom

Tuesday 21
• Year 7 Cricket

Thursday 23
• School Photos Catch Up

Friday 24
• EHS Swimming Carnival at Aquarena,  
 Doncaster

Saturday 25 - Sunday 26
• Jazz Workshop Weekend

Monday 27 February - Wednesday 8 
March
• Year 8 Urban Surf

Tuesday 28
• Year 7 Meet the Year 7 Team and 
Headspace Presentation

MARCH

Wednesday 01 - Thursday 02
• Year 11 Outdoor and Enviromental   
 Studies Camp - Warburton

Thursday 02
• Year 11 Literature Seminar - Hermina  
 Burns Poet

Thursday 09
• Working Bee Committee Meeting

Sunday 19
• Working Bee
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Parents/carers must not expect to communicate with their children during the day via their 
mobile phone. Should there be the need to get in touch with your child during the day for an 
emergency, please contact the General Office otherwise please confine any communication 
for the times when students can access their phones.

Thank you for your support with this matter.

VINCENT SICARI, Principal

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL'S REPORT
 
Inclusion, Diversity and Respect
Policy - Inclusion Diversity and Respect (elthamhs.vic.edu.au)

Eltham High School is committed to creating an environment where all members of our 
school community are welcomed, accepted, respected, and treated equitably, so that 
they can participate, achieve and thrive at school. This commitment towards an inclusive 
environment should be evident in everyday interactions; the language used within the school 
community, the curriculum, the messages displayed around the school and the physical 
environment. Whilst we recognise the role that education settings play in implementing 
cultural change, the involvement of the whole-school community is required to achieve a 
culture in which safe and respectful relationships are everyone’s concern and responsibility. 

Our Inclusion, Diversity and Respect Policy is accessible on our school website or via the 
link above, and explains Eltham High School’s commitment to making sure every member 
of our school community - regardless of their background or personal attributes - is treated 
with respect and dignity.

Bullying Prevention 
Policy - Bullying Prevention (elthamhs.vic.edu.au)

The school develops and maintains effective bullying prevention strategies and management 
processes to provide a safe school environment for students. Essential to this is education 
for students and other members of the school community about safe and responsible social 
and learning interactions. Our philosophy is to model conflict resolution and maintain a 
positive and caring environment which does not foster bullying or violence. The school has 
strong, proactive leadership which ensures effective whole school behaviour-management 
systems, based on Restorative practice. Our Bullying Prevention policy is available on our 
school website or via the link above.

LUCY BLACKBURNE, Assistant Principal (Acting)
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JUNIOR SCHOOL
 
Meet the Teachers
Registrations are now open via Compass for our Meet the Teachers Afternoon Tea and Parent 
Forum.

On Tuesday 28 February, our parents and carers are invited for an afternoon tea to meet 
members of the Year 7 Teaching Team. The session will run from 3:15pm to 4:25pm and will be 
an informal opportunity to put some names to faces and to learn more about the curriculum 
program and expectations for our Year 7s in Term 1. It will also be an opportunity to meet 
parents from your child's class over a cup of tea. We hope to see you there. A recording of 
the Meet the Teachers' key information will be shared here on Wednesday for families who 
are unable to attend at this time.

Following on from the afternoon tea, there will be a presentation from Headspace:

Supporting young people - Notice, Ask, Connect that will run from 4:30pm to 6:30pm in the 
Nalleijerring Performance Centre here at school.

Topics discussed will include:

• Understand mental health and wellbeing in young people

• Notice changes that might indicate a young person might be going through a tough 
time

• Identify strategies to connect and communicate with young people

• Increase knowledge about how to support a young person and where to access 
professional support

Families are invited to attend one or both sessions. Students are welcome to attend the Meet 
the Teachers session with their families (although the target audience is parents and carers). 
The session that is being run by Headspace is not suitable for students as the content is 
aimed at an adult audience.

MELISSA HUGHES, Junior School Leader

SENIOR SCHOOL
 
2023 Senior School Update
Senior School will now operate by having Year Level Coordinators who will follow their group 
as they progress though the Senior School in 2024 and 2025. We have used the House 
system to divide the students between Coordinators and will now refer to Students in either 
Form Group R (Rutter), E (Everard), A (Andrew) and S (Stewart). 

The Level Coordinators for 2023 are:

Matthew Hapsberg (HAZ) - 10R + 10S
Olivia Monro (MOX) - 10A
Alice McKinnon (MNN) - 10E
Michael McDonald (MMC) - 11A + 11S
Danielle Cotter (COT) - 11R + 11E
Chris Serong (SEN) - 12A + 12R
Michael Doherty (DOH) - 12E + 12S

Meet the Coordinators – Video Message from the Senior School Team 
Next week, a ‘Meet the Coordinators’ video will be shared with all Senior school families via 
compass. The video will provide important information on how we will be working with your 
student this year and how you can support this work at home. 

Special Examination Arrangements: VCE External Assessments
Special Examination Arrangements may be approved for students with disabilities, illnesses 
or other circumstances that affect their ability to access a VCE external assessment. Special 
Examination Arrangements applications are made to the VCAA by your Senior School 
Coordinator and must be endorsed by the principal. 

Students are eligible for Special Examination Arrangements if it can be demonstrated 
(professional evidence required) that their capacity to access a VCE external assessment is 
impaired due to one or more of the following:

PARENT
INFORMATION

GROUNDS COMMITTEE
COMMITTEE MEETINGS AND WORKING BEE DATES

2023
Working Bees

Sunday 19 March

Sunday 7 May

Sunday 4 June

Sunday 27 August

Sunday 15 October
We are always seeking new members 

for our Grounds Committee.

If you would like to get involved 
please contact Anna Panas via email: 

pan@elthamhs.vic.edu.au

2023
Term Dates

Term 1:
Starts 30 January (Year 7, 11 & 12)

 31 January (whole school)

Finishes Thursday 06 April 

Term 2:
Starts 24 April

Finishes 23 June

Term 3:
Starts 10 July

Finishes 15 September

Term 4:
Starts 2 October

Finishes 20 December  
(Dependant on Year level)
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• Mental health conditions

• Health impairment or physical disability

• Specific learning disorders

• Language disorder

• Motor coordination disorders

• Deaf and hard of hearing

• Vision impairment

If you think that your student may be eligible to apply or if you had approved provisions last 
year that you would like to re-apply for please contact the relevant Coordinator. Applications 
are due Monday 20 March.

For more information please visit https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/special-
provision/Pages/SpecialExaminationArrangements.aspx

Term 1 – Key Dates
VCAA Special Exam Arrangements applications due Thursday 6 April

End of Term 1 Thursday 6 April - 2:30pm

AMANDA SALIBA, Senior School Team Leader

MUSIC
 
Music Rehersal Schedule

Monday String Orchestra 7:30 - 8:40am arrive by 7:15am 306

Stage Band 3:30-5:30pm 306

Training Band 3:30-4:45pm 101 & 111

Tuesday Training Strings 7:30-8:40am (arrive by 7:15am) 101

Chamber Strings 3:30-5:30pm 700s

Concert Band 3:30-5:30pm 306

Wednesday Symphonic Band 3:30-5:30pm 306

Thursday Big Band Lunchtime 306

Jazz Band 3:30-5:30pm 700s

Wind Ensemble 3:30-4:45pm 306

Friday Choir Lunchtime 111

Symphonic Band 3:30-4:45pm 306

Friends of Music: Annual General Meeting
The Friends of Music Annual General Meeting will be held on Monday 27 February, 7:00pm-
8:00pm, in the school staff room. New members are most welcome.

Friends of Music is a group of parents with children in the instrumental and choral programs 
at Eltham High School. FOM assists with organisation of music related events, coordinating 
volunteers for stage management, ticketing, ushers and other activities. Concert tickets 
and raffles, and other events organised by FOM through the year are used to fund the 
purchase of instruments, music, equipment, and guest artists. 

The Friends of Music committee meets on Monday nights, at the school or via Zoom, about 
once a month through the year. We organise two mid-year concerts in May, two Celebration 
concerts in September and a Waratah flower fundraiser in October. We also plan to organise 
a social activity or two during the year.

If you have any questions about the Friends of Music please contact Jane Nicholson at 
the Music Office on 9430 5127 or by email at nio@elthamhs.vic.edu.au or contact the 
Committee directly at FriendsOfMusic@elthamhs.vic.edu.au

Jo Aitken, President

RICK KEENAN, Director of Music
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STUDENT AGENCY AND GROWTH
 
Chess Club 
Our Clubs and Activities Program is now in full swing, with many running for the first time in 
Week 3. This year, Chess Club is being facilitated by Henry McKay (Year 11, Everard House), 
who has shown incredible initiative so far in getting Chess Club off the ground. As you can 
see, it’s been incredibly popular with over 20 students attending last week. 

Thank you to the Middle School team who have supported Henry with Chess Club. It’s great 
to see so many of our students getting involved with life outside the classroom.

School Values
This week, we are highlighting the value of ‘Creativity’ by sharing with you Zoe Glynatsis’ 
(Year 12, Rutter House) speech from the commencement of the year. 

Creativity can be defined as the use of imagination or original ideas to create something. 
This could be an idea that pops into our head spontaneously or a concept that you’ve 
spent hours trying to conceive, either way it is equally important that we view creativity 
as a vital school value here at Eltham high school. Creativity is essential in not only our 
school lives but also our personal lives as it allows us to express ourselves and take on 
difficult challenges. 

Being creative enables us to experiment with different aspects of our lives, for example 
we can try a new clothing style, create a new play for your basketball or netball team to 
attempt, write a story in a style you’re not so comfortable with, or try writing a piece of 
music for the band you hope to start one day. 

Here at Eltham, we value the pursuit of creativity in all its forms, whether it’s through 
your schoolwork, music aspirations or sporting achievements. 

NADIA DEVLIN, Student Agency and Growth Leader

SWIM SQUAD
 
EHS Swim Squad
The Eltham High School Swim Squad runs on Thursday mornings from 7:00am to 8:00am 
before school at the Eltham Leisure Centre. It’s a great way to keep fit, have fun, learn some 
new skills and make great friends. It also prepares students for the upcoming Swimming 
Carnival. Students from all year levels and ability levels are invited to sign up for 2023 and 
become a Swim Squad member. 

Each week we work on developing confidence, fitness and stroke with the emphasis on 
having fun and becoming part of a positive team of students who support each other both 
in the pool and around the school environment. 

After squad, students meet back in the Staffroom at School to share hot chocolate and a 
chat before classes commence for the day. The Squad is instructed by our accomplished 
Coach, Neroli Nixon, who has taken the squad now for over 20 years! 

The cost is $380 for the year or $190 per Semester (payable to the School Cashier in the 
General Office) which covers lane hire and coaching. Eltham Leisure Centre Members get 
free entry into the pool, others will need to pay $3.60 to enter. New Squad Members are 
most welcome! Please meet on the pool deck at the Eltham Leisure Centre by 7:00am each 
Thursday. 

What to bring: Bathers, Towel, Goggles, Clothes for school, Food for breakfast. 

The EHS Swim Squad is a self-funded, ‘user pays’ activity and payment is required to become 
a member.  Fees cover both the cost of coaching and pool fees, as well as hot chocolate 
each week and the annual end of year breakfast held after the Lap-a-Thon fundraising event 
in term 4 (an event we run to raise money and awareness for a charity the group decides 
upon each year). For further information contact Phil Boyd at bod@elthamhs.vic.edu.au

PHIL BOYD, Swim Squad Coordinator

Please see our Commmunity 
Announcements section for a full list 
of our Eltham High School Clubs and 

Activities

ELTHAM HIGH SCHOOL CLUBS
WHY NOT GET INVOLVED!
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DRAMA
 
After School Drama Program
The Eltham High School Drama Program will again run two ensembles in 2023:

Junior Drama Ensemble (Years 7-8) 
Wednesday afternoons from 3:20pm - 5:00pm: commencing on Wednesday 15 
February.

Senior Drama Ensemble (Years 9-12) 
Thursday afternoons from 3:20pm - 5:00pm: commencing on Thursday 16 February.

A two week free trial applies.

RYAN PATTERSON, Drama Program Coordinatorr

WORKING BEE
 
2023 Working Bees
The Working Bee dates for 2023 have now been set, with the first being Sunday 19 March. 
The Committee meets on the Thursday 10 days prior to the Working Bee to plan activities, 
and as always we would welcome new members. We are kicking off the new year with the 
preparation of a whole of school strategy for garden bed rejuvenation and planting, so that 
for each Working Bee there will be clear link to activities and the grounds strategy.

Grounds Committee Meetings and Working Bee Dates for 2023:  

Committee Meeting Date Working Bee Date

Thursday 9 March Sunday 19 March

Wednesday 26 April* (27 April - Information night) Sunday 7 May

Thursday 25 May Sunday 4 June

Thursday 17 August Sunday 27 August

Thursday 14 September Sunday 15 October

Thursday 23 November
(RESERVE DATE)

Sunday 3 December
(RESERVE DATE)

If you would like to get involved by joining the Grounds Committee or attending the 
upcoming Working Bee can you please complete the Google form by accessing the link 
below: 

https://forms.office.com/r/1dnjyrcaF5

or contact Anna Panas via email pan@elthamhs.vic.edu.au 

ANNA PANAS, On behalf of the EHS Grounds Committee

STUDENT SERVICES
 
Second Hand Text Books
We have had a number of families donate their student’s textbooks for our 2023 students 
who may need them. The text books are located in Student Services and we have plenty 
to distribute!  

Please feel free to come and check if any could be of use to your young people this year. 

MADELINE KAMAMIS, Student Services Leader
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LIBRARY
 
Library News
Welcome back to returning families and a special warm welcome to the new families whose 
children are commencing at Eltham High School.

The EHS Library supports and reinforces the educational goals of the school and students. 
We are open for students between the hours of 8:15am and 3:45pm every day. Our Library 
Team assists students in the location of resources that are appropriate for the needs of the 
individual student.

The enjoyment of reading and exposure to different types of literature is encouraged. There 
is a wide range of reading material available that caters for different interests and reading 
levels e.g. fiction, nonfiction, quick reads, audio books, graphic novels, etc.

RHONDA MALONE, Library Coordinator

CANTEEN
 
Canteen News
This week Canteen is introducing a new product to its ice-cream range.

Banana Paddle Pop Flavour $2.20

In our ice-cream range Canteen offers has two options to cater for students/staff with 
special dietary requirements 

Bulla Vanilla Ice Cream Cups $1.70  (Gluten Free)

Coco-Not Dairy Dixie Cup $1.70  (Vegan)

Canteen would like to remind students that as the weather warms up Canteen reduces the 
number of Hot Food items for sale at lunch time. Therefore, the best way for students to 
not miss out on Hot Food items at Lunch or Recess is by placing a Lunch or Recess order. 

Canteen opens every day from 8:30am for students to place a Recess or Lunch Order. 

Term 1 Lunchtime Specials
Tuesday: Chicken or Avocado Rice Paper Rolls $7.00

Wednesday: Chicken or Eggplant Souvlaki $7.00

Thursday: Sushi Packs- (Tuna, Veg, Chicken, Salmon and California) $7.00

Friday: Burgers -Vegie Pattie, Chicken or Beef $7.00

Monday: Hot Dogs with Cheese $4.50 (tomato sauce included in price)

CAROLINA CONSTABLE, Canteen Manager



COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS9

CLUBS AND ACTIVITIES AT ELTHAM HIGH SCHOOL
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CLUBS AND ACTIVITIES AT ELTHAM HIGH SCHOOL
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CLUBS AND ACTIVITIES AT ELTHAM HIGH SCHOOL
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CLUBS AND ACTIVITIES AT ELTHAM HIGH SCHOOL
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CLUBS AND ACTIVITIES AT ELTHAM HIGH SCHOOL
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CLUBS AND ACTIVITIES AT ELTHAM HIGH SCHOOL
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DISCLAIMER: “Eltham High School does not endorse 
any company, organisation, service or product referenced 

in Community Announcements”


